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 CANADA : BRITISH COLUMBIA OIL SPILL ANIMATED MODEL
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This is quite fascinating and well worth having a look. Four scenarios are explored (three tanker spills and one oil platform spill) with oil movement graphically illustrated for summer and winter. At the click of your mouse you can see the distribution of environmentally sensitive resources at risk. Living Oceans commissioned the development of this computer generated model to examine the possible consequences of oil spills on the coast, based on sound ecological and oceanographic science and the best technical tools available. In the animations the black area represents where the oil is predicted to spread and the grey areas represent where the oil could go allowing for slight variations in the winds, tides and currents. Information is given on the data and other source information used to create the model. [This is a follow-up to the story in last week’s Newsletter. Thanks to Dr Gerald Graham of World Ocean Consulting for passing on the link. Click on http://www.livingoceans.org/oilgas/spill_model/oil_spill_model.shtml ]

Shanghai International Maritime Forum, 7-8 November 2007

This Forum will bring together senior officials from LMO, national and local MSA in China, and worldwide expertise in the field of oil pollution compensation, shipping insurance and emergency response to address various topical issues related to oil transportation and marine environment protection. Topics to be addressed include □ High quality management of anti-pollution measures in oil transportation □ The status quo and development of international counter-pollution conventions implementation □ Pivotal problems and technology of contingency management of serious marine pollution □ Legal and technical issues on compensation for marine pollution damage. Attendance is open to representatives of central and local government, shipping companies, oil companies, P&l clubs, law firms and oil spill clean-up companies, environmental groups and academic institutions. http://222.66.10.75/english/intro_2.asp
NAUTICAL INSTITUTE COMMENT ON POLLUTION PREVENTION

The Nautical Institute is growing increasingly aware, and concerned, about the lack of real support received by masters in this regard. Companies naturally have to put systems in place, but there seems to be a lack of will to follow up to ensure that not only are the procedures working, but that they are supported by actions and underpinned by adequate resources and positive commitment. There has been a rash of incidents in which companies have been very surprised to find that systems may not have been followed, or that equipment has not been up to the task. These incidents have led to increasingly large fines and even jail time, so it felt vital to explore the reasons behind the failures and to assess how we can bring about positive change to protect seafarers, the environment and companies in the face of vigorous global enforcement. http://www.nautinst.org/press/index.htm
EC unveils new EU maritime policY
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The European Commission has adopted an Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union, which has the world’s largest maritime territory, marking the first time in its 50 years that it will have a strategic approach to decision-making in Maritime Affairs. The policy was unveiled at a press conference on 10 October in Brussels, Belgium.

Picture: The proposed approach for an integrated maritime surveillance system combining satellite-based vessel detection, transponder-based vessel identification and coastal radar vessel tracking with airborne patrols. http://www.esa.int/esaCP/SEM6DE2PL7F_index_0.html
Middle East Network for Animal Welfare (Menaw) Conference

To be held on 13-15 December, at Cairo, Egypt. The Conference includes lectures on 'Responding to oiled wildlife incidents'. http://www.menaw.net/index.htm
USA EPA Proposes Amendments to Oil Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Rule 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is proposing revisions to certain regulatory requirements for facilities subject to the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure rule. The revisions will tailor and streamline requirements to particular industry sectors and facility owners or operators subject to the rule. Nothing in this proposed rule removes any regulatory requirement for owners or operators of facilities in operation before Aug. 16, 2002 to develop, implement and maintain an SPCC plan in accordance with the SPCC regulations then in effect. These facilities are required to maintain their plans until the applicable date for revising and implementing plans under the new amendments. Public comments on the proposed changes will be accepted for 60 days following publication in the Federal Register, which is expected within two weeks. [Thanks to DG & Hazmat Group for this alert]
 http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/cea1b8ade4ab009a852573670064dbd6?OpenDocument
USA : “WHISTLE STOP TOUR” RAILCAR HAZMAT TRAINING

In the fall of 2007, Union Pacific Railroad and The Dow Chemical Company will launch a collaborative TRANSCAER® (Transportation Community Awareness and Emergency Response) Training Tour dedicated to educating emergency responders and their communities. These tours will include safety training cars from the Firefighters Education and Training Foundation, as well as equipment provided by the Union Pacific Railroad.

[Thanks to Tim Butters, DG & Hazmat Group]

 http://www.dow.com/transcaertours/about
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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