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ISCO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – LONDON, 20th NOVEMBER, 2007

The 2007 Annual General Meeting will be held in London at 1430 hrs on Tuesday 20th November. The venue is the Naval Club in Hill Street, Mayfair – a location map will be sent to Members. The Agenda and Meeting Papers will be sent out to Members later this week.

International Maritime Prize received by Mr. Igor Ponomarev's widow

The prestigious International Maritime Prize for 2006 has been awarded posthumously to Mr. Igor Ponomarev (Russian Federation), who was the serving chairman of IMO's Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) at the time of his sudden death in October 2006, age 41, and who had already given distinguished service to the shipping industry in a variety of senior positions both within and outside IMO. Mr. Efthimios E. Mitropoulos, Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization, presented the prize to Mr. Ponomarev's widow, Mrs. Elena Ponomareva, during a special ceremony (on Wednesday, 10 October) during the 83rd session of the MSC, which was held in Copenhagen, Denmark, from 3 to 12 October. http://www.imo.org/
USA – MPC CELEBRATES 40th ANNIVERSARY AND DEMONSTRATES NEW SYSTEM for SUB-SEA OIL RECOVERY

October 16, 2007 – Detroit, Michigan – Oil spill pioneer Marine Pollution Control Corporation (MPC – Detroit) successfully demonstrated its new submerged oil recovery technique at a public event held to coincide with the company’s 40th anniversary celebration.  The new technique (patent pending) consists of modifying MPC’s standard emergency transfer equipment to fit any manned submersible device or potentially many ROV devices).  The use of manned submersible systems to perform underwater oil recovery operations reduces the need for dive team operations, which are both costly and involve an inherent amount of risk to personnel.  Additionally, the use of the submarine, which can hover in place over the sea, lake or riverbed, prevents pressing the contamination into the sediment.  Using a 15’ electrically-powered manned submersible unit furnished by SeaMagine of Claremont, CA, the system was able to recover a simulated oil spill consisting of non-toxic clay deposits.  These tests and demonstrations follow upon a previous set of tests conducted last year in the state of Texas, and represent the next step in making this procedure a standard technology available to fight oil spills.

EC TO ISSUE FINAL WARNINGS FOR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH EMERGENCY PLANS DIRECTIVE 

The European Commission is sending 12 Member States (Austria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Spain and Sweden) a final written warning for failing to properly implement the directive on the control of major accidents involving dangerous substances[1]. Almost 8,000 establishments are subject to its safety requirements in the EU and about half of these need external emergency plans. Under the directive, commonly known as the Seveso II directive, emergency plans must be drawn up for areas surrounding certain industrial installations where very large quantities of dangerous substances are to be found. Such external emergency plans should have been in place since 2002 for the EU-15 Member States and 2004 for the 10 new ones, but a considerable number of installations in many Member States are still not covered. The Commission has reminded Member States of their obligations on several occasions. There have been improvements in a number of installations covered by such plans, but on average it is still alarmingly low. The Commission has thus decided to send the infringing Member States a final written warning. http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1534&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
USA - Feds Award $12.8M in Hazmat Planning and Training Grants
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has awarded $12.8 million in grants for planning and training to improve the nation's response to hazardous materials transportation incidents. The grants help train first responders to react to incidents involving hazardous materials to meet the challenges posed by new chemicals and alternative energy products like ethanol. The grants, from DOT's Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, are funded by user fees paid by shippers and carriers of certain hazardous materials. Since 1993, over 2 million emergency responders and others have received training assistance nationwide using HMEP grants. Assistance was also given in fiscal year 2006 to approximately 1,700 local emergency planning committees in preparing and exercising hazardous materials emergency response plans and in conducting commodity flow studies that identify transportation hazards.
 http://www.downstreamtoday.com/News/Articles/200710/Feds_Award_M_in_Hazmat_Planning_and_6365.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1 [Thanks to Don Johnston, DG & Hazmat Group for this alert]

UK - HAZMAT 2007 CONFERENCE PROGRAMME RELEASED

For when and where see banner at the top of this Newsletter. Programme highlights include: Hazards associated with illicit laboratories (Marchel Zomer,  Dutch National Police Services Agency, Landelijke Faciliteit Ondersteuning Ontmantelen) □ Misuse of fireworks and improvised explosives for fun (Chris Case, Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service) □ Protection of CBRN materials (Guy Collyer, National Counter Terrorism Security Office) □ Understanding plume dispersion: latest trends and developments (Eric Quatreville, Safer System) □ Impact of Science on Hazmat Incidents (Malcolm Dubber, Serco Assurance) □ Rapid Streetsmart Hazmat Chemistry (Kevin Miller, HazmatLINK Ltd) □ London's experience in developing a CBRN response capability (Daryl Stroud, London Fire Brigade) □ The Ambulance response to CBRN incidents with case study of a recent exercise (Dave Bull, Police National CBRN Centre) □ Experience of GDS in supporting incident recovery (Fiona Pembroke, Government Decontamination Service) □  The role of local authority post Hazmat/CBRN incidents (Ian Skidmore, Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council) □ Recovering the Hazmat from the MSC Napoli (Simon Valentine, DV Howells) □ Responding to Acetylene incidents and developments in the National Guidance (Ian Fensom, Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service).  http://www.hazmatconference.com
LOGGING IN TO THE MEMBERS’ AREA ON THE ISCO WEBSITE

For instructions on how to do this go to the ISCO website home page at http://www.spillcontrol.org  Under “Latest News” scroll down to “REGISTRATION” and “LOG-IN” and Click on “more…” for detailed information.

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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