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INTERTANKO REPORT “ACCIDENTAL OIL SPILLS AT RECORD LOW LEVELS”

Over recent years tanker owners have invested an average of nearly $32bn a year in new ships and today over 75 percent of the internationally traded fleet is double hulled. With this increased protection for the oil cargo, as well as the ship’s fuel tanks, accidental oil spills this decade have been at record low levels - one third of the previous decade and one tenth of the 1970s - at a time when oil transported has more than doubled since the mid 1980s. Engines are more efficient and other measures, such as segregated ballast water, the application of new tin-free paints, optimal weather routing and the recovery of otherwise wasted heat from the engine and auxiliaries, have resulted in significant gains in energy efficiency and reductions in environmental impact. http://www.intertanko.com/
ISCO WELCOMES NEW MEMBER OF COUNCIL FOR CANADA

ISCO is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr Merv Fingas as Member of ISCO Council for Canada. Dr Fingas has worked for more than 25 years in the field of oil spill technology at Environment Canada’s Environmental Technology Center in Ottawa, Ontario. He is on the editorial board of the Journal of Hazardous Materials, the Spill Science and Technology Bulletin, and the Journal of Micro-Column Separations. In 1999, he was appointed to the United States Academy of Sciences and is a member of an eight-person committee to review the sources, fate, and effects of oil in the sea. He is vice-chairman of the American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) F-20 Committee on Spill Standards, and chairman of the In-situ Oil Spill Burning Committee. The appointment of Dr Fingas to the ISCO Council brings the number of countries represented on the ISCO Council to 20.

Response to Small-Scale Pollution in Ports and Harbours
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An operational guide published by CEDRE: Many ports, harbours and marinas are relatively poorly equipped to respond to small spills which may occur on land or on jetties or piers and pollute their channels and basins. River ports, military ports and waterways also present similar risks. Response means are often limited and the knowledge of efficient techniques to combat such pollution incidents could often be improved. This guide aims to provide operational answers to all the questions which responders may have on the choice of response techniques and materials suitable for small pollution incidents in ports and harbours. It is designed for officers and agents working in ports, the fire service, technical support personnel for ports and harbours, oil depot personnel, crews of fishing boats, pleasure boats, military and commercial vessels…

http://www.cedre.fr/index_gb.html
PERSGA LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE

The Regional Organisation for the Conservation of the Environment and the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (PERSGA) has launched its new website. PERSGA’s objective for 2006-2010 is to improve the sustainable management and use of the RSGA’s coastal and marine resources. Sustainable management and use will be reflected in reduced threats to the environment, improved livelihoods of participating coastal communities and improved institutional, legal and financial arrangements. http://www.persga.org/UI/English/Default.aspx
LEBANON - NGOs lambaste Environment Ministry's 'complacency' over Jiyyeh oil spill

Environmental organizations ripped the Environment Ministry for waiting until this month to launch the second phase of the clean-up of the massive oil spill caused by Israel's bombing of the Jiyyeh power plant in July of 2006. The non-governmental organizations lambasted the ministry for wasting the favourable summer weather and beginning the next phase of the clean-up with harsh winter weather probably only weeks away, while the ministry's director general said his office had not had money to start the work earlier.
 http://www.dailystar.com.lb:80/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=86167
AUSTRALIA - Serpent & Dove introduces hull and boom magnet

Using high strength neodymium magnet elements, Serpent & Dove has developed hull and boom magnets for marine use. Whether securing floating oil-spill containment booms to ship hulls, maintenance vessels alongside, or Pilot ladders on the side of a ship, the hull and boom magnets are capable of gripping a steel hull or deck with up to 600Kgs of force. http://www.ferret.com.au/articles/z1/view.asp?id=77612
ITALY - From cocaine to plutonium: mafia clan accused of trafficking nuclear waste

Authorities in Italy are investigating a mafia clan accused of trafficking nuclear waste and trying to make plutonium. The 'Ndrangheta mafia, which gained notoriety in August for its blood feud killings of six men in Germany, is alleged to have made illegal shipments of radioactive waste to Somalia, as well as seeking the "clandestine production" of other nuclear material. [Thanks to Kevin Miller, HazmatLINK for this alert]
 http://www.guardian.co.uk:80/italy/story/0,,2186654,00.html
“U.S. lacks labs to deal with 'dirty bomb' contamination testing”

The U.S. has a shortage of laboratories to test the thousands of people who might be exposed to radiation if a "dirty bomb" detonated in a major city, according to a congressional report released last week.  If a dirty bomb goes off in a major downtown area and potentially exposes 100,000 people to radioactive materials, it could take four years to complete the necessary testing, according to the report prepared for the House Committee on Science and Technology. http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_7278410?nclick_check=1
New device may detect biotoxins

A portable biotoxin detector is in the works at Sandia/California National Laboratories that could give emergency responders vital information about a person's exposure within minutes. The goal of the $3.2 million project, funded last month by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, is to create a user-friendly device weighing about 7 pounds that can test a person's blood for specific biotoxins at the sceneof an accident or terrorist attack. "National security used to be defending against nuclear weapons and things like that," said Sandia lab chemical engineer Anup Singh. "Now the scenario has changed a lot and that means defending against chemical and biological terrorism." http://www.insidebayarea.com/argus/localnews/ci_7037278
TWO MINUTES TO SKIM THROUGH, BUT IT TAKES A LOT LONGER TO PRODUCE

After much discussion the ISCO Executive Committee took a decision against the introduction of a charge for this Newsletter. Instead, readers who find the Newsletter useful are being asked to make a voluntary contribution. In practice, the easiest way in which readers can provide support is to take out an individual membership of ISCO for GBP 60. Click on the link below and fill in the form.

http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_performs&formid=1
Alternatively, if you feel this is too much, another option is to use the Student Membership “pay-now” button, not to join ISCO but to make a voluntary contribution of GBP 30. Click on
http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22&Itemid=36
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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