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BLACK SEA OIL SPILL UPDATE

The small Russian oil tanker, the Volgoneft-139, sank off the Ukrainian port of Kerch during the storm and at least four other ships - three carrying sulphur and one with a cargo of scrap metal - also sank. The heavy seas also cracked the hull of another oil tanker, but the ship remained afloat.
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	An estimated 1,300 tonnes of heavy fuel oil have spilt into the sea off the Ukraine coast


A spokesman for the Russian Emergencies Ministry said that six other ships had run aground during the ferocious storm although they were not carrying oil. The bodies of three men in life-vests were recovered near the Tuzla Spit and they are thought to have been crew from the dry cargo ship Nakhichevan which sank in the port of Kavkaz. At least eight other seamen were reported as still missing.
 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml;jsessionid=HN44YE23WJBGDQFIQMFSFFOAVCBQ0IV0?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/earth/2007/11/12/eatanker112.xml
Comment from Russian Prime Minister Viktor Zubkov

The Black Sea storm was admittedly one of the worst on record. But nature's ferocity may pale next to human recklessness as an explanation for what Russian Prime Minister Viktor Zubkov described as "the biggest mass sinking of ships" in the country's history. "You can't blame everything on the weather," noted Mr. Zubkov, as he opened an inquiry into the disaster, in which an aged river tanker spewed at least 560,000 gallons of fuel oil in the narrow Strait of Kerch – nearly 10 times the size of San Francisco's Nov. 7 spill. http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1115/p01s07-woeu.html
Joint Working Group

Russian Prime Minister Viktor Zubkov and his Ukrainian counterpart, Viktor Yanukovych, have agreed to set up a joint working group to deal with a major oil spill along the coasts of the two countries.The two men reached the agreement Tuesday as they met in Russia's seaport of Anapa, near Krasnodar. Mr. Zubkov is visiting the Kerch Strait area where crews are feverishly working to deal with a disaster local officials have called an ecological catastrophe. http://www.voanews.com:80/english/2007-11-13-voa65.cfm
Comments from WWF and Greenpeace

A major oil spill off the southern coast of Russia could take months to clear, a top environmentalist said on Wednesday as the first charges were brought over the accident. Some 2,000 tonnes of fuel oil seeped into environmentally sensitive waters of the Kerch Strait in the northeastern corner of the Black Sea, after a fierce storm on Sunday wrecked five ships including an oil tanker. "It will take nearly a week to clear the coast of pollution and months to eliminate fuel oil from the sea surface," Igor Chestin, head of the Russian branch of the environmental group WWF, said at a briefing in Moscow. "The area is at risk of an environmental catastrophe," he said. Officials said earlier that 30,000 birds and 9,000 fish have died. The level of oil spilled in the Kerch Strait, some 1,200 kilometres (750 miles) south of Moscow, is 50 times the limit allowed for fishing, environmental monitoring agency Rosgidromet said in a statement on Wednesday. The effects of the spill are likely to affect the environment in the area for up to 10 years, Greenpeace official Alexei Kiselyov said at the briefing in Moscow. He said between 300 and 400 tonnes of oil had sunk to the seabed. http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5gdBpeWU-WxIiMxjl0tcBZe7qJS0w
Radio news reports can be heard at -
 http://www.npr.org/templates/player/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=16349351&m=16348498
SAN FRANCISCO BAY SPILL UPDATE

Slow response criticised

Experts say the 120 minutes after any oil spill are the most critical. A week later, many involved agreed the first two hours after this incident were misspent. "It's really clear there was just a fundamental failure of what was supposed to be a world-reknowned response system," said Linda Sheehan, executive director of the California Coastkeeper Alliance, who also sits on a committee that advises the state Office of Spill Prevention and Response. A key rupture in the response was that local cleanup crews under contract to the Cosco Busan were not notified about the incident until 50 minutes after the impact, at about 9:17 a.m., according to various accounts. http://www.sacbee.com/101/story/496760.html
High bird kill

"Having the oil spill now is such a terrible shame because it means that many more birds are impacted than if the spill had happened even a month earlier," says Ellie Cohen, executive director of PRBO Conservation Science. Approximately 1,100 birds have been killed by the oil, but those are just the ones scooped up by an army of bird lovers spanning the bay and coastal shores with nets. Cohen estimates that 10,000 to 20,000 birds have already been affected, but only about 5 to 10 percent of them will ever be treated or their corpses recovered. "An oiled bird is probably eventually a dead bird," says Janet Hanson, executive director of the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory. "It's tragic."
 http://www.salon.com/news/feature/2007/11/17/oil_spill/
Ship's crew ordered to appear before grand jury investigating bay oil spill

The U.S. attorney's office is investigating whether any criminal laws were broken in the spill, either by the crew or anyone else, and it issued subpoenas to members of the ship's crew, ordering them to appear before a federal grand jury. Dumping toxic oil into U.S. waters is a civil violation and a potential criminal violation. "The fact of the matter is this event should have never occurred," said Adm. Thad Allen, commandant of the Coast Guard. "This is a prevention issue as much as anything else." Allen told The Chronicle on Monday in a meeting with its editorial board that he believes now that his agency's response was appropriate for the size of the spill, but he said a full assessment remains to done. The need for that and other assessments - as well as for significant improvements to the area's disaster readiness - was reiterated by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, Rep. Lynn Woolsey, D-Petaluma, and others who met at Crissy Field on Monday to discuss the crisis with the Coast Guard and other cleanup managers. "We have a lot of questions that need to be answered," said Woolsey. "How did this happen? Why was the size of the spill underestimated and underreported? Why did it take so long for the local governments to know what was happening and what they needed to do?" 

Among the elements of the crisis that will also be gone over is the response effort mounted by the O'Brien's Group, which the ship owners immediately contracted to conduct the cleanup. The company sent out the skimmers and has hired crews that are cleaning up the beaches. As of Monday, seven miles of containment boom had been deployed to confine and collect oil in the water. About 1,000 people were working on the crisis. More than 20 beaches and lagoons from Point Reyes to San Carlos have been fouled, and hundreds of oil-slimed birds have either died or injured. 

Radio news reports can be heard at – http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16389595
Podcast: Coast Guard talks with San Francisco Chronicle -                        

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/sfgate/detail?blogid=5&entry_id=21855
UN releases report into extent of damage, complications of 2006 Jiyyeh oil spill

When the Israeli Air Force destroyed a slew of oil storage tanks and a key power station during its war against Lebanon in July 2006, the environmental damage was described as devastating. And now, more than 15 months later, the United Nations has released a report detailing the extent of the destruction caused by that oil spill to human health, biodiversity, fisheries and tourism. In a report to the current session of the General Assembly, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urges the government of Israel "to take the necessary actions toward assuming responsibility for prompt and adequate compensation to the government of Lebanon." The UN report also says that when the oil spill occurred in July 2006, "it overwhelmed national response capacity because of the ongoing conflict, the simultaneous need for a massive humanitarian response, the destruction of infrastructure and a land, air and sea blockade by Israel.
 http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=86517
ITOPF SEMINAR
ITOPF held a half day seminar on Thursday 1        November at the City Presentation Centre in London to showcase its activities and raise awareness of its role in spill response and claims analysis. Drawing on the collective experience of more than 100 years, senior technical staff presented a packed programme covering the work of ITOPF, its interaction with other parties during an incident, a typical day in the life of a technical adviser and ITOPF's role in damage assessment and claims handling. The seminar closed with presentations on some recent cases, highlighting the oft-neglected subject of waste management and finishing with a short vignette on the lighter side of spill response. The seminar was well attended with 120 delegates from the shipping industry, P&I Clubs, government, spill response organisations, oil companies, law firms and universities. A drinks reception rounded off the evening, giving participants the opportunity to network and meet ITOPF staff. Copies of the presentations can be accessed at http://www.itopf.com/news.html
USA: DHS Publishes Long-Awaited Appendix A

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released Appendix A of the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards (CFATS), a critical element of its chemical security efforts.
The appendix contains a list of chemicals which, if possessed by a facility in a specified quantity, trigger a requirement to complete and submit an online consequence assessment tool called a Top-Screen. Using the information gathered through the Top-Screen, the department will be better able to make a preliminary determination as to whether a facility presents a high level of security risk and whether it will be required to comply with the substantive requirements of CFATS. "The publication of Appendix A is a critical piece of the federal effort to increase security at high-risk facilities, making it less likely that terrorists can use dangerous chemicals in attacks," said Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. "The chemical security Interim Final Rule defined how the department will implement this substantial new authority given by Congress. With the release of Appendix A, we continue the process of minimizing a significant threat to better ensure the security of American citizens." For more information http://www.dhs.gov/xprevprot/laws/gc_1166796969417.shtm
Crackdown on oil polluters ahead in Gulf OF MEXICO

State and federal regulators in Louisiana are preparing to crack down on oil industry pollution in the Gulf of Mexico under a new initiative that may herald a shift in the way environmental laws are enforced there and in other parts of the Gulf.
 http://www.chron.com:80/disp/story.mpl/front/5273205.html
CGI wins International Co-operation category in SITRA’s European Business Award for the Environment 2008
Clean Globe International has won the International Co-operation category in the national Cleantech Finland® competition. Finnish recipients of the European Business Awards for the Environment 2008 were presented on 7 November 2007. By winning the national competition’s International Co-operation category, Clean Globe International also participates in the EU-wide European Business Awards for the Environment competition, which is organised every other year. http://www.cleanglobe.eu:80/press071107.html
Quantifying Marine Oil Spills – A NEW COMPONENT IN THE RESPONDER TOOLKIT

To view a demonstration, go to http://www.responderknowledge.com/
IAFC and the U.S. Department of Transportation Partner to Create Hazardous Materials Fusion Center

The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) has signed a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHSMA) to lead the development of a new data center that will collect and analyze hazardous-materials incident data in order to enhance first-responder tactics, operations, policy and training. http://www.iafc.org/displayindustryarticle.cfm?articlenbr=34928 [Thanks to Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group for this alert]

HOW OTHERS ARE DOING IT

ISCO Members involved in Hazmat and Homeland Defence may be interested to read how this is handled by others. In the Members’ Area look at Technical & Reference Section and click on Homeland Defence. You might find some useful ideas on techniques and inventories.
Adnoc receives second of four Dubai-built vessels

ISCO member, Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) has received the second of four twin screw Azymuth Stern Drive ( ASD ) type, mooring work and oil recovery boats from Dubai-based shipbuilding and repair specialist Grandweld, a GMMOS Group company, in a deal worth $15.1 million signed last year. These vessels are measuring 20 metres long and capable reaching a top speed of 11.2 knots, each boat is powered by twin MTU engines rated at 880Kw each and has a bollard pull of 30 tonnes. They are specifically designed vessels for Adnoc to be operated by Abu Dhabi Petroleum Ports Operating Company (IRSHAD) at the Single Buoy Mooring (SBM) terminals of Abu Dhabi Petroleum Ports. The vessels were designed, to comply with the requirements of Abu Dhabi Petroleum Ports Authority, with significant sea keeping performance in order to reduce the port closure time due to inclement weather and to include Oil Recovery as well as fire fighting Systems.
 http://www.pipelinedubai.com/press/2007/pr_07_0591.html
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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