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IMO has a good record but more needs to be done, Secretary-General tells delegates as 25th IMO Assembly opens
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IMO has a good and improving record in enhancing safety and security at sea and preventing marine pollution from ships, but more needs to be done, Secretary-General Efthimios E. Mitropoulos told delegates at the opening (on Monday, 19 November) of the 25th session of the Organization's governing body, the Assembly. The meeting is being attended by more than 1,000 delegates from IMO Member States as well as international and non-governmental organizations. n his opening address, Mr. Mitropoulos pointed out that, during the last 10 years, the amount of cargo carried by sea has tripled, ships have increased in numbers, size and complexity, and their service characteristics (including speed, endurance, propulsive efficiency, emissions, automation, strength, fatigue life and even coatings) have significantly improved. At the same time, he added, safety has increased threefold; loss of life, cargo and ships have fallen, security has improved and oil spills have been reduced to one third or less of the level they were at 10 years ago. He told delegates that "much still remains to be done if we are to continue serving safety, security, efficiency and environmental protection with the vigilance, preparedness to respond and meticulous care they deserve. The fact is that we operate from a solid foundation, which allows grounds for optimism that even better days lie ahead." http://www.imo.org/
HNS CONVENTION FOCUS GROUP BEING ESTABLISHED

At its 12th session in October 2007, the 1992 Fund Assembly decided to establish an HNS Focus Group, with the aim of facilitating the rapid entry into force of the HNS Convention and gave it detailed Terms of Reference . Any representative of a governmental or non-governmental delegation that has the right to participate in the 1992 Fund Assembly who wishes to participate in the HNS Focus Group correspondence group should email hnsfocusgroup@iopcfund.org.

ISCO AGM MINUTES

The 2008 Annual General Meeting of the International Spill Control Organization took place in London last Wednesday. The minutes of the Meeting will be forwarded to all Members by Email later this week and will also be uploaded in the Members’ Area of the ISCO website.

BLACK SEA POLLUTION UPDATE

Wrecked Black Sea ships start to leak sulphur

Sulphur from two ships that sank in a storm near the Black Sea last week is leaking into waters already polluted by an oil spill from another vessel, UkraIne's Environment Ministry said. As a result of divers' investigations of the Kovel (vessel in Ukrainian waters), it was established that the boat has a hole in the side, the lids of two holds have been torn off and sulphur is flowing into the sea," the ministry said. It said in a statement that Russian investigators found the same had happened with the Nakhichevan, a vessel that sank in Russian waters.
 http://uk.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUKL1921602920071119?pageNumber=1
Human factor was major cause of Kerch Strait oil spill
Human factor was the major cause of the Kerch Strait oil spill during the November 11 storm, acting head of the regional department of the Russian Emergency Situations Ministry Nikolai Lityuk said on Tuesday. The 42 vessels that had sailed out into the sea after the storm alert were not damaged. The 13 damaged vessels were those that stayed in the Kavkaz port area. "The decision has been made by the captains of the vessels, who had blind faith in sheer luck. However, the final answer on the extent of guilt will be given by investigators," Lityuk underlined.
 http://www.itartass.com/eng/level2.html?NewsID=12089979&PageNum=0
Russia May Ban River Oil Shipments After Spill
Russia will limit oil products shipments by river in 2008 after a fuel oil spill from a river barge in the Kerch Strait this month caused damage estimated at US$267 million, officials said on Wednesday. Shipping executives said they suspected the limits on river barges over 25 years old would ruin the industry as it would cut flows of oil products by rivers by 70-80 percent from the current 5 million tonnes.
 http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/45471/story.htm
SAN FRANCISCO BAY SPILL UPDATE

HazMat Experts Replace Local Volunteers to Clean Shoreline

The city has stopped deploying volunteers to rescue birds and clean up the Berkeley shoreline to give the O’Brien’s Group, the private recovery firm hired by Cosco Busan owner Regal Stone Ltd., an opportunity to clean its beaches.
 http://www.berkeleydaily.org/text/article.cfm?issue=11-20-07&storyID=28512
Hearing at Presidio - tough queries for spill captain, pilot

The first major congressional hearing into the "chain of errors" in the San Francisco Bay oil spill has begun at the Presidio, and the questions are almost certain to produce damning answers for the Coast Guard and for the operators of the ship that spilled the fuel that has been fouling beaches along a 40-mile stretch of coastline. http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2007/11/19/MNPNTF04M.DTL
IOSC 2008 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

The 20th Triennial International Oil Spill Conference on Prevention, Preparedness, Response and Restoration will be held May 4-8, 2008 at the Savannah International Trade & Convention Center in Savannah, Georgia, USA. Over 2,000 people from 50 countries are expected to attend the technical sessions and view more than 250 exhibits. The Conference theme for 2008 is "Creating a Culture of Preparedness". The International Oil Spill Conference contributes to and enables a “culture of preparedness” within the oil spill response community, the broader field of incident management, and society as a whole. It provides a forum for professionals from the international community, the private sector, government, and non-governmental organizations to highlight and discuss innovations and best practices across the spectrum of prevention, preparedness, response and restoration. http://www.iosc.org/
Bapco signs oil spill accord
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Bapco has signed a five-year deal with the world's largest oil spill response organisation. The alliance mobilisation agreement with OSRL/EARL (Oil Spill Response Limited and East Asia Response Limited) was signed by Bapco chief executive Dr Mustafa Al Sayed and OSRL/EARL chief executive Archie Smith. OSRL has chosen Bahrain as its Middle East regional hub due to the high volume of crude oil shipping in the Gulf and Bahrain's central location and accommodating business environment. http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=200519&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=30246
The Globally Harmonized System for Hazard Communication is Coming - An Overview

Chemicals are essential to our quality of life but may have properties that pose dangers to human health and the environment. It is critical that there is information available to understand the dangers of chemicals. Chemical hazard communication standards from country to country vary from well-prescribed to non-existent. In order to improve safety across countries and remove barriers to global trade,  the United Nations was asked to develop the Globally Harmonized System or GHS for hazard classification and labeling. In this article Daniel Levine of Hazmat 101 Group will give you a quick overview of the GHS. The GHS was formally adopted by the UN's Economic and Social Council in July of 2003. The culmination of 10 years of work and negotiations, GHS establishes a single worldwide definition for the various physical, health and environmental hazard end points for chemical substances and mixtures of chemical substances. It also establishes a common methodology for communicating these hazards in various regulatory venues. It will be useful to all types of audiences, including  employers, workers, consumers, transport workers, and emergency responders. http://www.hazmat101.com:80/
ACHMM calls for papers

The Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials Managers (ACHMM) is making its first call for cutting-edge environmental, health, safety and security (EHS&S) projects or case study papers for presentation at the organization’s annual national conference next September.
Project or case study papers may be submitted by all EHS&S professionals. ACHMM membership is not required. Interested individuals should submit abstracts for the ACHMM 2008 Call for Papers by January 16, 2008.

http://www.hazmatmag.com/issues/ISArticle.asp?id=76403&issue=11142007
Jordanians Participate in Oil Pollution Combat Exercise in the Gulf of Eilat

An oil pollution combat exercise was conducted in the Gulf of Eilat/Aqaba on November 13 - 15, 2007, to check preparedness for response and treatment of major oil spills on land and shore. The exercise was conducted with the full participation of the partners in the Oil Spill Contingency Plan for the Gulf of Eilat, including: the Jordanian "Prince Hamza" Marine Pollution Combat Unit from Aqaba Port and ASEZA (Aqaba Special Economic Zone Association, ). Israel participants included: the Ministry of Environmental Protection, Nature and Parks Authority, Eilat-Ashkelon Oil Pipeline, Municipality of Eilat, Eilat Environmental Unit, Port of Eilat, Israel Navy, Keren-Kayemeth L'Israel-Jewish National Fund, Shipping and Ports Authority of the Ministry of Transport, Interuniversity Institute of Eilat, Israel Police, Marine Police, contingency plan volunteers, Foreign Forces Liaison Unit and Eilat/Eilot rescue and recovery unit.
 http://www.environment.gov.il/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object&enDispWho=News^l3797&enZone=e_news
NEEDED: A SOURCE FOR BELTING MATERIAL THAT CAN ADSORB OIL

ISCO Member of Council for the Faroe Islands, Pauli Einarsson, is building an experimental skimmer and is looking for a manufacturer who can supply belting material that can preferentially adsorb oil. If you can assist please get in touch with Pauli at -

pecon@post.olivant.fo
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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