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IMO Assembly confirms Secretary-General’s re-appointment

The 25th biennial meeting of the IMO Assembly has unanimously confirmed the decision of the Organization's Council to extend the appointment of Secretary-General Efthimios E. Mitropoulos for a further term of four years, for the period 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2011. Mr Mitropoulos thanked delegates for the continuing trust they had placed in him and for their unfailing understanding and co-operation during his first four years as Secretary-General. He also thanked the Secretariat for its hard work and support. http://www.imo.org/
Pollution from fuel oil carried on ships will be covered in 2008

The last significant gap in the international regime for compensating victims of oil spills from ships is set to be closed, with the entry into force on 21 November 2008 of an international treaty covering liability and compensation for pollution damage caused by spills of oil, when carried as fuel in ships' bunkers. Current regimes covering oil spills do not include bunker oil spills from vessels other than tankers. Criteria for entry into force of the International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 were met on 21 November 2007, following accession to the treaty by Sierra Leone. The Convention was adopted in 2001 by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the United Nations specialized agency with responsibility for the safety and security of shipping and the prevention of marine pollution by ships. Under the terms of the Convention, it enters into force one year after the date on which 18 States, including five States with ships whose combined gross tonnage is not less than 1 million, have ratified it. With the accession by Sierra Leone, the Bunkers Convention has been ratified by 18 States, with a combined gross tonnage of 114,484,743, representing 15.86 per cent of world merchant shipping tonnage. When the Convention is in force, ships over 1,000 gross tonnage registered in a State Party to the Convention will be required to carry on board a certificate certifying that the ship has insurance or other financial security, such as the guarantee of a bank or similar financial institution, to cover the liability of the registered owner for pollution damage in an amount equal to the limits of liability under the applicable national or international limitation regime. http://www.imo.org/
Latest EMSA Oil Recovery Vessel Contracts Finalised

The European Maritime Safety Agency has finalised contracts to strengthen its pollution response coverage in the Atlantic and Mediterranean areas. UK ship owner James Fisher Everard will provide a pollution response arrangement based on a pool of three vessels normally trading between the UK and Ireland. Spanish company Mureloil will provide a pool of two vessels which operate in southern Spain. Maltese ship owner Tankship Management will add a vessel to the already established arrangement in the central Mediterranean Sea and Greek company Environmental Protection Engineering (EPE) will provide a vessel based in southern Greece. All vessels will be equipped during the first half of 2008 and will become operational as pollution response vessels by mid-2008. http://www.emsa.eu.int/Docs/press_releases/pr20071127.pdf
OPINION DELIVERED ON EU Ship Source Pollution Directive 2005/35/EC SUPPORTS COALITION ARGUMENT

On 20 November 2007 the Opinion of Advocate General Kokott was delivered in the reference for a preliminary ruling sought by the English High Court of Justice in the proceedings brought by a coalition of shipping industry interests to review the validity of the EU Directive 2005/35/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on Ship Source Pollution . The claimants in the case are a coalition comprising INTERTANKO, INTERCARGO, the Greek Shipping Cooperation Committee, Lloyd’s Register and the International Salvage Union. The Directive seeks to criminalise accidental pollution and applies within EU Member States territorial waters as well as in their Exclusive Economic Zones and on the high seas. The Directive also provides that it applies irrespective of a vessel’s flag.  The claimants view is that community law should march in step with international law as laid down in the United Nations Law of the Sea Convention 1982 (UNCLOS) and the 1973 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships and the 1978 Protocol thereto (MARPOL 73/78). Therefore it was necessary for the European Court to examine whether the Directive took this approach.
 http://www.intertanko.com/templates/Page.aspx?id=43069
Oil pollution in the Black Sea – European Commission responds

The European Commission has responded to a request for assistance from Ukraine through its Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC), which is the office responsible for civil protection and marine pollution actions. Ukraine requires expertise to assist its own authorities in evaluating the environmental impact of the oil pollution in the Kerch Strait. Stavros Dimas, Commissioner responsible for the Environment and Civil Protection stated "This situation has led to a tragic loss of life and has caused environmental damage. I would like to express sympathy to those families that have been affected. We are ready to respond to Ukraine in providing the experts it requires. By assisting the Ukrainian authorities we will work to address the environmental damage caused by the impact of the disaster in the Kerch Strait." The experts, made available to the MIC by Denmark, Latvia, Italy, France and Portugal will both assess environmental impacts and advise on immediate remediation needs. The team, which will be joined by a liaison officer from UN OCHA/UNEP, was scheduled to arrive in Kiev on 18th November, less than 48 hours after the Ukrainian request for assistance.
 http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1715&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
RUSSIA: HIGH WINDS HALT LIFTING OF SUNKEN OIL TANKER

In Russia's Krasnodar region an operation aimed at lifting the sunken tanker the "Volgo-Neft 139" from the sea bed has been halted due to high winds. Around 900 tonnes of fueloil remain inside the body of the vessel. After a heavy storm on November 11 in the Kerch Strait, between the Sea of Azov and Black Sea, four vessels sunk, six ran aground and two tankers were damaged. "VolgoNeft" tanker was among them. It split in two, its bow sank and 2,000 tonnes of fuel-oil spilt into the water. A further attempt to lift the ship will be made as soon as the weather improves. Environmentalists say the oil has caused an eco-disaster. The damage caused by the storm in Russia's southern region is expected to be more than $US 12 billion.  http://www.russiatoday.ru/news/news/17536
Marine Pollution Prevention – High Priority for Caribbean States

Prime Minister Stephenson King confirmed the commitment of the Government of Saint Lucia to protect the coastal and marine environment from land and marine based sources of pollution, when he opened a national seminar on the ratification and implementation of Annex V of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 73/78). Prime Minister King stated that “we as a people, as much as we continue to promote our country as paradise, must also ensure…that we protect our environment, not only the land, but also the sea.”
 http://www.cep.unep.org/newsandevents/news/2007/marine-pollution-prevention-2013-high-priority-for-caribbean-states
Public Health Emergency Response: A Guide for Leaders and Responders

This is a guide on the public health response to emergencies that is specifically tailored for public officials (e.g., mayors, governors, county executives, emergency managers) and first responders (e.g., police, fire, EMS) To view the contents, download the guide, or request a hard copy go to http://www.hhs.gov:80/disasters/press/newsroom/mediaguide/guideleader.html  [Thanks to Gregory Banner of Hazmat 101 Group for this information]

Top police officer warns that nuclear attack is inevitable

A nuclear attack by terrorists causing widespread panic, chaos and death is inevitable and will happen soon, a senior Scottish police officer has warned. Ian Dickinson, who leads the police response to chemical, biological and nuclear threats in Scotland, has painted the bleakest picture yet of the dangers the world now faces. Efforts to prevent terrorist groups from obtaining materials that could be made into radioactive dirty bombs - or even crude nuclear explosives - are bound to fail, he said. And the result will be horror on an unprecedented scale. "These materials are undoubtedly out there, and undoubtedly will end up in terrorists' hands, and undoubtedly will be used by terrorists some time soon," he declared. "We must plan for failure and prepare for absolute terror." Dickinson is assistant chief constable with Lothian and Borders Police, and has responsibility through the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland for protecting Scotland from chemical and nuclear attacks. He has been closely involved in co-ordinating the country's counter-terrorism response. http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1857656.0.0.php [Thanks to Kevin Miller of HazmatLINK for forwarding this news story]

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY NATIONAL RESILIENCE (ISNR) CONFERENCE

Leading figures from the fields of borders, ports and transportation, counter terrorism, national resilience, critical infrastructure protection and disaster response will all converge at ISNR, 3rd-5th December 2007 at London Olympia. There is an accompanying exhibition and there will be a free of charge opportunity for ISNR exhibitors to request a meeting with senior representatives of the US DHS S&T Directorate. If you have a security solution, whatever the stage of maturity, that can help fill DHS capability gaps, a meeting with DHS S&T could help you successfully take your solution to market. Submit your solution abstract online at www.isnrlondon.com/dhs121 and if successful you will be invited for a private meeting. http://www.isnrlondon.com/page.cfm/Link=1/t=m/goSection=1
NEW TOOL FOR CLEANING RADIOACTIVE WASTE TANKS

This is an interesting new remote control tool that can “motor around inside the tank and push the debris towards the pump”. With powerful water jetting capability and a pushing blade like a mini bulldozer, this is a tough little machine weighing 800 lbs. To get a good idea of this device, have a look at the video. [Thanks to Don Johnson of DG & Hazmat Group for this news item] http://www.keprtv.com:80/news/11726476.html?video=YHI&t=a
Lessons from the Cosco Busan Oil Spill

Mark Leno, Member, California State Assembly comments – “In the hours following the spill, I participated in a number of briefings given by the Unified Command and others responsible for the clean-up efforts. It was clear from the outset that important questions needed to be answered and that ultimately, we must do a better job to protect our coastlines and marine wildlife. Assemblywoman Loni Hancock (D-Berkeley) and I called an emergency oversight hearing of the Assembly Natural Resources Committee to review the causes of the accident and the response efforts. The hearing brought Bay Area Assembly members together with officials and agencies who could speak to the current conditions and the environmental damage, as well as the immediate steps necessary for a proper clean-up and protection of coastal and marine resources and wildlife. I would like to summarize a few of the most important points that came to light in the hearing.” Read this article by clicking on http://www.californiaprogressreport.com/2007/11/lessons_from_th.html
WANTED : VAC TANKERS WITH SAND TYRES

Tala Hasanat of IPC in Abu Dhabi is looking for help in finding a supplier of “sand tires vacuum truck(s), (with or without the crew) with steam pumps, capacity +/-10 000 gallons, to be used for oil recovery from shore, i.e. environmental shore cleaning of seepage oil (sludge)” If you can assist, please contact Tala at ipcc@emirates.net.ae
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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