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MARINE POLLUTION & NEW METHODS OF COUNTERACTION

This is the theme for the final EU-MOP Project Workshop to be held in Madrid, Spain, on 24th January 2008. The EU-MOP project is a Specific Targeted Research Project (STREP) funded in part by the Commission of the European Communities, Research Directorate-General, in the context of the 6th Framework Programme of Research and Technological Development. The objective of this international workshop is to bring together professionals from the oil and marine industry as well as official authorities from the marine and ports sector in order to discuss new methods of countermeasures in oil spill confrontation. Emphasis will be placed on presentations of the EU-MOP consortium. The EU-MOP project (Contract no. TST4-CT-2004-516221) is integrated in 6th Framework Programme [1.6.2.] “SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, GLOBAL CHANGE AND ECOSYSTEMS” and ends its three years duration by end of January 2008. The workshop will include presentations of the EU-MOP project, of other EC projects, and presentations by industry organizations. The EU-MOP solution is a new and multidisciplinary concept for handling oil spillage in European waters. This will yield environmental benefits, an impulse to the respective European industry and it will ultimately result in an exportable product for marine oil spill confrontation.The workshop is being hosted by Escuela Técnica Superior de Ingenieros Navales (ETSIN, Higher School of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering of the PolytechnicalUniversity of Madrid. The organizers of the event (our Spanish partner Aurensis) recommend early hotel booking. [Thanks to ISCO Member of Council for Greece, Prof. Harilaos N. Psaraftis, for forwarding this information] http://www.aurensis.com/newDetail.php?id=62&lang=ENG
Antarctic sinking raises safety, environment issues
[image: image2.wmf]The sinking of the M/S Explorer in Antarctica's icy waters on Nov. 23 has raised concerns on several fronts, including passenger safety on cruises to the area as well as what effect the sinking - and increasing tourism - will have on the environment. Denise Landau, executive director of the 99-member International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators (IAATO), headquartered in Basalt, Colo., said that the non-profit organization has had a safety plan in place since its founding in 1991 and, according to Landau, it was the main reason three ships responded so swiftly to the Explorer's SOS. The accident has renewed concern about the impact of cruise ships on the sensitive environment. It was estimated that the Explorer held as many as 48,000 gallons of marine diesel fuel when it went down, and though IAATO said that was expected to dissipate readily, the full impact on the environment of the vessel's lubricant oils, plastics and debris is still unknown.
 http://www.macon.com/262/story/207611.html
Oil Spill in San Francisco Bay: A Preventable Tragedy

On November 7th, the cargo ship Cosco Busan hit the San Francisco Bay Bridge, spilling 58,000 gallons of bunker fuel into San Francisco Bay. This was a relatively small spill — the Exxon Valdez was 200 times larger — but poor response and containment turned this accident into a major disaster. ISCO member, Dr Gerald Graham, has sent in the links below for readers to view a video showing how a faster response could have reduced the impact and to access articles on the lessons to be learned from this event. http://www.oceanconservancy.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=10279  

http://www.oceanconservancy.org:80/site/PageServer?pagename=home
South Korea's worst oil spill blackens west coast
South Korea deployed over 100 ships and thousands of troops on Sunday to clean up the worst oil spill in its history, which has blackened beaches, coated birds in tar and cast a foul smell over a nature reserve. The slick has washed up in an area spanning 17km of the west coast, about 100km southwest of Seoul, that is home to popular tourist beaches, a national park and oyster beds. The spill is threatening to become a major environmental disaster. The slick extends about 20km from the Hong Kong, China-registered tanker that began leaking an estimated 10,500 tonnes of crude oil on Friday, after a barge carrying a crane punched holes in its hull while it was anchored, the coast guard said. http://www.smh.com.au/news/environment/south-koreas-worst-oil-spill-blackens-west-coast/2007/12/09/1197135270365.html
Interpol plans bioterrorism exercise
Interpol has announced plans for a two-day exercise simulating a global bioterrorism attack and its aftermath in France. Interpol officials say participants in the exercise will face a fictional plague attack with assistance from 10 countries in an effort to identify critical cooperation and coordination issues necessary in a response. "Bioterrorism is the perfect storm of opportunity and motivation and we would be mistaken in treating a worst-case scenario as a remote possibility," Interpol Secretary-General Ronald Noble said in a statement. "This exercise will help focus our joint understanding of the role and responsibility of each of us -- police, health care professionals, experts -- in response to a bioterrorism incident, as well as identifying possible gaps or redundancies so that we can draw lessons from them." Officials say law enforcement officials from nine countries and representatives from the European Council, Europol, several U.N. organizations among others will take part in the exercise. Barry Kellman, legal adviser to Interpol's bioterrorism prevention unit, will moderate the exercise.

[Thanks to Kevin Miller of HazmatLINK for forwarding this news item]
 http://www.upi.com/International_Security/Emerging_Threats/Briefing/2007/12/04/interpol_plans_bioterrorism_exercise/6205/
INVENTION : LIVING BIOTERROR DETECTOR

The trouble with biochemical weapons detectors is that they generate an unacceptable number of false positives, says Benjamin Shapiro, an aerospace engineer at the University of Maryland, US. This is because existing detectors are unable to distinguish between all the subtle ways in which pathogens interact with the biological systems and so are easily fooled. So, why not use biological systems that use real cells to spot the pathogens instead, he asks.The system that Shapiro and colleagues have come up with uses cells that die when exposed to a particular pathogen, which provides the early warning. The cells are also engineered to produce a signal, such as fluorescence, when attacked. They are stored on a chip that keeps them alive and that also monitors the light they produce. http://technology.newscientist.com/article/dn12962-invention-living-bioterror-detector.html
RemTech 2008 registration open
The website for RemTech 2008, Canada’s premiere conference concerning remediation of contaminated sites, is open. Considerable work is conducted in the field of contamination remediation and industrial pollutant treatments. RemTechTM 2008 provides a forum for industry experts to present these leading edge technologies. Co-sponsors and participating organizations include government, academic institutions, and private sector organizations active in site remediation, research and application.   www.esaa-events.com/remtech
ORNL's SensorPedia targets national security mission


SensorPedia, a writeable Web site in development at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, solves a huge problem by giving emergency responders and decision-makers access to data from diverse sensor networks in near real time. Bryan Gorman of ORNL's Computational Sciences and Engineering Division notes that today's systems of sensors that can detect radiation, chemicals and biological agents are of limited use because there is no clear-cut standard to allow the systems to share data. "While scores of sensors are being deployed around the nation, these sensor networks are not designed to be interoperable, meaning that they do not communicate with each other," Gorman said. "Our system simplifies sensor information sharing while preserving the integrity, security and authenticity of sensor information."
 http://www.ornl.gov/info/press_releases/get_press_release.cfm?ReleaseNumber=mr20071004-01
GLOBAL INITIATIVE WACAF Regional Workshop, 10-14 December 2007, Pointe Noire, Republic of Congo

IPIECA and the IMO are organising the second Regional Workshop for the Development of an Action Plan for the IMO-IPIECA Global Initiative Project for West and Central Africa (GI WACAF), and Workshops on the OPRC HNS Protocol and on Liability and Compensation, which will be held from 10-14 December in Pointe Noire, Republic of Congo. For further information, please view the workshop flyer or visit the new WACAF website.
US: Oil spill advisory panel to be created
Federal Homeland Security officials will convene a multi-state advisory panel to help prevent or respond to oil spills in the Delaware River and Bay, in a move spurred by a damaging tanker spill south of Philadelphia in 2004. In an announcement on 4th December, the Coast Guard said the 27-member Delaware River and Delaware Bay Oil Spill Advisory Committee will include voting members representing port activities, oil refineries and environmental organizations. Congress ordered creation of the advisory group in August 2006, while re-authorizing the nation’s overall oil spill prevention law. The same bill also doubled cleanup liabilities for those who cause spills.
 http://www.delawareonline.com:80/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071203/NEWS/71203029
Scientists hope new materials will give oil spills the slip

U.S. scientists have designed a process to create a material capable of strongly repelling oils, one they said could have applications in hazardous waste cleanup. Researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology said the process, which could be applied as a flexible surface coating, could also have an impact on materials used in aviation and space travel that are vulnerable to oil damage, such as rubber gaskets and O-rings.
 http://www.cbc.ca/canada/north/story/2007/12/06/science-oil-repel.html
OIL COMPANIES INTERNATIONAL MARINE FORUM SECRETARIAT MOVE

The OCIMF Secretariat is moving next door to its current location. As from Monday, 10 December 2007, the OCIMF Secretariat will be at its new offices on the 5th floor of 29 Queen Anne's Gate, London SW1H 9BU.  All current email addresses, telephone and fax numbers and our postcode remain the same.
   http://www.ocimf.com/custom.cfm?action=headlines&news_id=66
“A NEW GENERATION OF OIL BINDING MATERIALS”

Mohamed Al Mehairbi and Joerg Schmidt of Emirates Vision Environmental Services have written with advice on a new product – EVES Oil Binder Mats “Aqua” and “Terra” which are being manufactured in Abu Dhabi. The “Aqua” version of the product is made in the form of booms and mats that may be towed on the water surface. The “Terra” version is designed for on-land use. Both forms of binder mats absorb oil readily but are water repellent. With an outer cover of treated cotton material, the mats contain lignite (brown coal) granules with an absorption capacity of 25L / m2. The mats are said to have an extended floating capability and, once taken up, the oil will not leak out even under compressive loading. The “Terra” version can cope even with the weight of heavy trucks. More info: http://www.eves.ae/
LAST CHANCE TO SECURE YOUR PLACE IN THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK!
Stewart Ellis writes to remind you that The Little Black Book of oil spill contractors will be published in time for the International Oil Spill Conference ( 2008). info@cleanupoil.com
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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