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ISCO AWARDED CONSULTATIVE STATUS AT IMO

For the very first time, individual responders, spill response organisations, manufacturers and others responsible for the world’s capacity to respond to oil and chemical spills, will have a voice at the International Maritime Organisation. The recognition of ISCO means that, at long last, the professionals in the front line of spill combat operations will join with other organizations at IMO representing oil, shipping and environmental interests. The inclusion of those who provide the essential infrastructure for spill response fills a longstanding gap and will ensure a much better balance, allowing direct dialogue between IMO and the spill response community. The decision was taken at the end of November when the Assembly of the IMO endorsed the decision of the IMO Council and confirmed this by a letter received from IMO on 14th December, 2007. ISCO representatives are planning to meet with IMO early in the New Year for discussions with IMO on a number of initiatives. 

NORWAY: Oil spills from Statfjord platform

The Norwegian Clean Seas Association for Operating Companies is carrying out an emergency response following an oil spill of 4,000 cu m from the Statfjord A platform in the Norwegian North Sea. The accident happened as the shuttle tanker Navion Britannia was loading StatoilHydro AS's oil from a buoy. A company spokesman told OGJ that the spill was caused by a leak in the subsea hose between the loading buoy and ship. The loading buoy has been shut down, but oil production of 470,000-480,000 b/d and 6 million cu m/day of gas are continuing as normal from the platform, including satellite fields tied back to that unit. [Thanks to ISCO Member Dr Gerald Graham for forwarding this report dated 12/12.07 from the Oil And Gas Journal] For the full story go to - http://www.ogj.com:80/articles/article_display.cfm?ARTICLE_ID=314540 [Photo courtesy of APP, oil spill delineated in by red lines]

Fears over oil spill

The effects of a major oil spill 125 miles west of Bergen on Shetland's birds wintering in the North Sea may never be fully known. Shetland-based ornithologist Martin Heubeck, from Aberdeen University, says an unknown quantity of fulmars and guillemots may be affected by Wednesday's accident, which saw over 3,220 tonnes of oil spill when a trans shipment operation went wrong.
 http://www.shetlandtoday.co.uk:80/Shetlandtimes/content_details.asp?ContentID=24655
SOUTH KOREAN OIL SPILL
Environmental recovery from oil spill will take at least twelve years

Full recovery of the marine ecological system from the nation's worst oil spill at Taean, South Chungcheong Province, will need at least 12 years, a marine expert said Monday. 
Prof. Lee Jae-hak, director of the Korea Ocean Research and Development Institute, said because the West Sea is blocked on west, east and north side, the current circulation is not fast enough and it may take more than 12 years to make a full recovery. He also said that the coast of China could be affected.
 http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2007/12/117_15295.html
ISCO offers technical assistance

Through the IMO, ISCO has offered assistance to the Korean authorities and the Regional Oil Spill Co-ordination Centre (MERRAC). Through its international network ISCO will, if so requested, help to source the international availability of additional or specialised know-how and equipment that may be needed to complement regional resources for counter-pollution operations. In recent times ISCO has focused its oil spill combat support on problem solving, identifying innovative techniques and technologies that are not usually available within typical response stockpiles.

S. Korea says oil slick breaking up as foreign help arrives

Workers battling South Korea's worst oil spill have broken up a big seaborne oil slick, the Coast Guard said Friday, but environmentalists warned it still poses a pollution danger. Foreign aid began arriving to help disperse the remnants of the slick and to clean up tourist beaches and scores of marine farms already fouled by the crude oil. Four decontamination experts from the US Coast Guard have arrived to help. Singapore's decontamination agency pledged one airplane and other equipment, while China and Japan promised to send 65 tons and 10 tons of oil absorbents respectively. China said two ships carrying the material left Qingdao port Thursday night. Earlier, the Northwest Pacific Action Plan, part of a United Nations programme, said it would provide 100 tons of absorbents. http://afp.google.com:80/article/ALeqM5jJdZHmexX6xcFOBTuEJh1YLMIR4g
	U.N. team to assess oil spill impact in South Korea
A U.N.-led expert team is being deployed to South Korea to assess the impact of a major oil spill that occurred there last week, the United Nations said on Friday. The team, composed of eight experts from the United Nations and the European Commission, is being sent there upon request by the South Korean government, Elisabeth Byrs, spokeswoman of the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, told reporters. http://news.xinhuanet.com:80/english/2007-12/15/content_7252721.htm



Estimates of Oil Entering the Marine Environment from Sea-based Activities
“Estimates of Oil Entering the Marine Environment from Sea-based Activities” is the report of GESAMP Working Group 32. The report provides estimates of the wide range of types and quantities of oil inputs from ship and other sea-based activities, and addresses the methods that can be used for making such estimates of input and the difficulties and uncertainties involved. http://gesamp.net/page.php?page=48
NIGERIA : Environmental clean up in the Niger Delta 

The National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) has reassured communities in the Niger-Delta of its relentless efforts to ensure that there is a proper clean up of the environment. Halima Tayo Alao, minister of environment, housing and urban development, speaking through Bamidele Ajakaiye, director general of NOSDRA at a forum organized by the Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NCF) to mark its 25 years of existence said that, upon the formation of the Federal Ministry of Environment in 1999, one of the first major issues it tackled was the environmental problems of the Niger Delta and one of the results of the deliberations of the "Forum for the Clean-up of the Niger Delta" was the finalisation of the National Oil Spill contingency plan (NOSCP) which was followed by the establishment of the (NOSDRA) to oversee the management of all oil spills. 

http://businessdayonline.com/National/1566.html
USFA Releases Two Topical Reports on Fire Department Runs

The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) has issued two special reports, part of its Topical Fire Report Series, examining fire department responses to all types of emergency situations. In
addition to fighting fires, fire departments respond to emergency medical service (EMS) calls; technical rescues; explosions; hazardous threats and conditions; natural disasters, and false alarms. Fire departments are also called upon to respond to a wide variety of
non-emergency situations. [Thanks to PC of Hazmat 101 Group for forwarding this news item]
 http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/statistics/reports/index.shtm
CEDRE “INFORMATION DAY” ON Accidental pollution by HSN

Ever since their creation, Cedre’s Information Days have mainly focused on oil spills. Over the last five years we have had to provide answers to very complex questions on maritime or river incidents involving various hazardous products. Some of these products were transported in bulk (Ievoli Sun, Bow Eagle, Ece, incidents in the Kerch Strait) but more frequently in packages (Lykes Liberator, Rokia Delmas, Napoli). With the entry into force of the OPRC-HNS protocol last June, it seemed opportune to explore accidental water pollution by hazardous and noxious substances, bringing together not only French actors but also foreign partners for whom this is a current national or international issue. When and where - 18 March 2008,INHES, Saint-Denis-La-Plaine (Paris). For draft programme, visit - http://www.cedre.fr/index_gb.html
USA : Merck to pay $20 million for CHEMICAL spill

A chemical spill and fish kill 18 months ago that canceled recreation along the Wissahickon Creek and closed drinking-water intakes on the Schuylkill will cost Merck & Co. Inc. more than $20 million in fines, plant improvements and environmental projects that the pharmaceutical giant has agreed to undertake. 
http://www.philly.com:80/philly/news/20071213_Merck_to_pay__20_million_for_spill.html
Scientists hope new materials will give oil spills the slip

U.S. scientists have designed a process to create a material capable of strongly repelling oils, one they said could have applications in hazardous waste cleanup. Researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology said the process, which could be applied as a flexible surface coating, could also have an impact on materials used in aviation and space travel that are vulnerable to oil damage, such as rubber gaskets and O-rings.
 http://www.cbc.ca/canada/north/story/2007/12/06/science-oil-repel.html
Oil spills go a long way under ice

If an oil well or pipeline should ever spring a leak in the Arctic, let's hope it doesn't happen under the ice: a 3D map of the contours under an ice sheet has revealed that such a spill would spread more than 10 times further than previously thought, due to the complex nature of the ice. Until now, computer models and small-scale laboratory tests could offer only simplistic predictions about how bad an oil spill from a broken pipeline or the "blowout" of a well under an ice sheet would be. This is because information about the ice sheet's subsurface structure tends to be based on sporadic data from boreholes. Jeremy Wilkinson from the Scottish Association for Marine Science in Oban and his colleagues wanted to create a more detailed model and so sent an autonomous underwater vehicle beneath the ice off the coast of Greenland in 2004. http://environment.newscientist.com/article/mg19626344.000-oil-spills-go-a-long-way-under-ice.html
Oil-eating bacteria make light work of heavy OIL
Researchers have worked out how natural bacteria deep within the Earth break down crude oil and produce methane. This knowledge could help with projects to encourage these bacteria to covert more oil, faster. And it could point towards a way to produce hydrogen — an even cleaner fuel — by using these natural fuel-processing plants. There are around six trillion barrels of heavy oil across the globe, lurking beneath the Earth’s surface, and it causes headaches for oil companies. "To get heavy oil out you’ve basically got to melt it," says Steve Larter, a petroleum geochemist at the University of Calgary in Alberta, Canada. This means using energy to produce steam to extract the gunk, he says. "It’s like turning gold into lead." Only 17% of the oil can usually be recovered. Methane gas, on the other hand, simply rises to the surface. But it has been unclear how methane is produced by microbes in heavy-oil fields.
 http://www.nature.com/news/2007/071212/full/news.2007.375.html
THE NEXT ISSUE OF THIS NEWSLETTER WILL APPEAR ON THURSDAY 3RD JANUARY 2008

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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