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US EPA LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE

EPA's Office of Emergency Management has launched a new, redesigned web site at http://www.epa.gov/emergencies to improve the experience for everyone looking for information about EPA's prevention, preparedness and response programs. The goal is to ensure that the web site continues to provide relevant, up to date, and accessible information to all of users. The new site is easier to navigate and find information.

EU : UPDATED OIL DISPERSANT INVENTORY

EMSA has just produced the second edition of the Inventory of National Policies Regarding

the Use of Oil Spill Dispersants in the EU Member States. This provides information on the usage of oil spill dispersants, on testing and approval procedures, and on the available equipment and dispersant stockpiles in each of the EU coastal Member States, Iceland and

Norway. In order to produce the new inventory, EMSA recently requested each Member State to review and update their respective profile with current data. All changes and comments submitted have been incorporated in this new 2007 version, which is available on the EMSA website at: http://emsa.europa.eu
Electro-hydraulic Wave Generator System Installed at OHMSETT

Ohmsett, The US National Oil Spill Response Test Facility, located in Leonardo, New Jersey, USA, is the only facility in the world where full scale equipment testing, research and training is conducted in a marine environment with various oil types under controlled wave conditions. With a new system installed in 2007 waves in the Ohmsett tank are now generated by an electro-hydraulic driven paddle. The bridge system, in conjunction with the wave maker, is used to model at-sea towing conditions or oil recovery operations in currents and waves. The new wave generator at Ohmsett is computer controlled for more consistent and precise test conditions. 
http://www.ohmsett.com/OHMSETT/Fall%20Winter%202007.pdf
Oil spill threatens bird pit stop

When Australia's resident godwits, plovers and other migratory shorebirds head north in a few weeks, they may find their most important "pit stop" is dangerously polluted. The tanker collision on December 7 released 10,500 tonnes of crude oil into the waters off South Korea's west coast. The slick from the oil spill - the worst in South Korea's history - has spread hundreds of kilometres, contaminating the Sae Man Geum wetland, a key staging area along the East Asian-Australasian flyway for migrating birds. Eric Woehler, a Hobart-based shorebird ecologist with Birds Tasmania, said: "The oil spill may have impacts on breeding or feeding success, manifested by fewer birds coming to Australia next year." http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,23000258-30417,00.html
MARINE POLLUTION & NEW METHODS OF COUNTERACTION

This is the theme for the final EU-MOP Project Workshop, to be held in Madrid, Spain, on 24th January, 2008. The objective of this international workshop is to bring together professionals from the oil and marine industry as well as official authorities from the marine and ports sector in order to discuss new methods of countermeasures in oil spill confrontation. Emphasis will be placed on presentations of the EU-MOP consortium. The EU-MOP solution is a new and multidisciplinary concept for handling oil spillage in European waters. This will yield environmental benefits, an impulse to the respective European industry and it will ultimately result in an exportable product for marine oil spill confrontation. ISCO Member of Council for Greece, Prof. Harilaos N. Psaraftis, is co-ordinator of the EU-MOP Project (www.eumop.org) and has kindly agreed to provide a summary  of the workshop’s conclusions for publication at a later date. For full details of the workshop content and programme, please visit - 
 http://www.aurensis.com/images/paginas/05_programa_a5_eumop.pd
Full version of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan published

In late December, 2007, the Helsinki Commission announced the publication of the full version of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, which was adopted by the coastal countries at the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting on 15 November 2007 in Krakow, Poland. The action plan sets an ambitious target of ceasing all pollution and achieving by 2021 a good ecological status of the Baltic Sea - a sea with diverse biological components functioning in balance and supporting a wide range of sustainable human economic and social activities. This programme of actions to restore the health of the sea is also the first attempt by a regional marine protection convention to implement the ecosystem approach defined by the 1992 Rio Declaration and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.   http://www.helcom.fi/press_office/news_helcom/en_GB/BSAP_publication/
REMPEC HAS RELOCATED ITS OFFICE

In December 2007 the Regional Marine Pollution Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) moved from its former offices in Manoel Island and started operating from offices situated at ‘Maritime House’, Lascaris Wharf, Valletta VLT 1921 which were made available and recently refurbished by the Government of Malta. The Centre has been hosted in Malta since its establishment in 1976 and since then had always operated from its former offices in Manoel Island, Malta.   http://www.rempec.org/news.asp
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP : REDUCING THE IMPACT OF OIL SPILLS

In April 2007 the European project RIOS - Reducing the Impact of Oil Spill was started. The RIOS -project is focused on minimising the negative impacts of oil spills on wildlife. The main objective of this specific support action is to develop an action plan for future research in the area of rehabilitation of oiled animals and to stimulate contacts and future cooperation with scientists/researchers, marine wildlife rehabilitators, zoological professionals, veterinarians, biologists, NGOs, the oil industry and governmental organisations.The projects' consortium is composed of Nordeconsult (Sweden), Sea Alarm Foundation (Belgium) and Zoomarine (Portugal). The consortium will work in cooperation with the experts group to identify the state-of-the-art and the research priorities. A report will be produced, which will be used as a background document. An international workshop will be organised in Algarve (Portugal) on 17-19 April 2008 with the objective of gathering stakeholders to discuss research needs regarding marine oil pollution. The project will be finished in October 2008.   http://www.nordeconsult.com/RIOS/
UK : Chemical Response and Environmental Protection 2008

NCEC, in collaboration with a steering group of leading emergency services specialists, is pleased to organise and host this conference on 17th - 18th March 2008.  This conference has been designed to help Emergency Responders share knowledge and experience – something which is difficult to achieve on a day-to-day basis.  Over the two days you will listen to keynote speakers from many organisations.  We expect the conference dinner (which is included in the price) to be a highlight as it gives you an excellent opportunity to meet other experts and network in a more informal setting. 
Shrinking personal monitoring devices

Miniaturized air samplers will let researchers determine what people are exposed to in real time. According to an interesting article in Environmental Science & Technology: Chillrud and other U.S. researchers are searching for ways to shrink personal monitoring devices to the size of a human palm so that people can carry chemical-sensing devices with them wherever they go and get a full picture of exposure. http://pubs.acs.org/subscribe/journals/esthag-w/2008/jan/tech/nl_monitoringdevice.html
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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