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UK : NEW SECRETARY OF STATE’S REPRESENTATIVE (SOSREP) APPOINTED

Hugh Shaw took up his post on 1 January 2008, replacing Robin Middleton who is retiring after more than eight years in the post. Hugh has been Deputy to the SOSREP since 2004 and has been based in Aberdeen with the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR, formerly DTI). In particular, his role has been to liaise with the offshore sector, exercising existing legislation, and raising the level of preparedness to deal with actual or potential incidents. Commenting on his appointment, Hugh said: “I am delighted and honoured to have been chosen for this key appointment and look forward to the exciting and challenging period that lies ahead. I am fully committed to working in co-operation with the maritime, offshore and salvage communities and all of the key Government Departments, Agencies and organisations likely to be involved in removing or reducing the risk to persons, property and the UK environment arising from marine accidents.” Hugh has worked in the maritime industry for over thirty years, beginning his career as a deck officer with Mobil Shipping Company and then moving up the ranks within HM Coastguard in roles such as watch keeping, sector manager and station officer. Hugh also served as district controller at Forth Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre prior to becoming the MCA Counter Pollution and Salvage Officer for Scotland and Northern Ireland.http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mcga-newsroom/mcga-press-releases.htm?id=04A92DEADA2E77CE&m=11&y=2007
Nigeria, Norway Seal Deal on Gas Flaring, Oil Spill

Determined to achieve zero gas flare-out by December 31, 2008, the Federal Government in conjunction with oil companies operating in the country has set up an ad hoc Flare Reduction Committee with a mandate to come up with a road map for elimination of routine gas flaring within a realistic time frame. This is coming on the heels of an agreement signed by the Federal Government and the Kingdom of Norway on how the latter could assist the country to check oil spills and reduce gas flaring. In a communiqué issued at the end of the meeting obtained by THISDAY, it was agreed that Norway would assist Nigeria in its aspiration to reduce gas flaring. It was further agreed that the Norwegian Government would assist Nigeria in developing oil spill monitoring and environmental regulations as well as to develop competencies and capacities in environmental impact assessment analysis. 

http://www.thisdayonline.com:80/nview.php?id=99813
USA : Report: Oil, LNG Tankers Vulnerable

The Coast Guard lacks the resources to adequately protect tankers carrying liquefied petroleum or crude oil from a possible terrorist attack, congressional auditors reported Wednesday. The report by the Government Accountability Office said the Coast Guard is stretched too thin in some cases "to meet its own self-imposed security standards such as escorting ships carrying liquefied natural gas." Also, said the report, some ports visited by the government auditors did not have the resources needed to promptly respond to a terrorist attack on a crude oil or LNG tanker, including a shortage of fire boats and inadequately trained people. The GAO report said past incidents overseas have shown that fuel-carrying tankers are significant terrorist targets, with the biggest concern being a suicide attack. The report noted the 2002 suicide boat attack on a tanker off the coast or Yemen, for example.
 http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5h3m2LlzzbuUMfPtVAohaWqORKSXwD8U2M9BG3
USA : Recommendations from the EPA Ground Water Task Force

The Recommendations from the EPA GWTF are the result of a three-year effort that was established under the Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response's (OSWER) One Cleanup Program Initiative. The goal of the GWTF was to identify, prioritize, and make recommendations for ground water issues that will benefit multiple ground water cleanup and protection programs. The report focuses on two topics the GWTF selected for evaluation: cleanup goals appropriate for dense non-aqueous phase liquid source zones; and, ground water use, value, and vulnerability as factors in setting cleanup goals. It includes background information, options, and GWTF recommendations to address identified issues. The cover letter of the report includes the recommendations the EPA OSWER is currently pursuing.  http://clu-in.org/new1.cfm#new
SPECIAL REPORT : Interoperability Versus Assured Communications

Critical Factors for Emergency Managers
Communications interoperability among agencies and jurisdictions has been a long-term problem in the public safety community. Since the Department of Homeland Security was established in 2002, it has been working to improve interoperable communications. From FY 2003 through FY 2007, more than $3 billion in grant assistance was provided to state and local agencies for equipment and other projects to improve communications interoperability. Programs such as the Interoperable Communications Technical Assistance Program (ICTAP) and SAFECOM have also been formed to develop tools, expedite technology standards development, and standardize testing and evaluation to assist public safety agencies in the planning and implementation of communications systems. This report is published in the Homeland Defense Journal and can be downloaded (registration required) at  http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/hdl/Interoperability1.htm
Preventing Tanker Truck Rollover Disasters

Chief among the strategies are high-tech systems that sense when the tanker is about to go out of control and automatically throttle down and apply anti-lock brakes on certain wheels to put the rig back on track. Such systems cost from $US.750 to $US.1,200. "At $US.1,000, it's a no-brainer," said Haldis Fearn, a San Leandro hazardous materials shipping consultant. "A bumper bar costs $1,700."  - from an interesting article in  the January News at Canberra and Regions Oil Industry Response Group (CROIERG) website at http://www.croierg.com.au/#oilspills
MIDDLE EAST OCEAN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE

Papers to be presented include “A new vision on real time oil spill detection and monitoring”, “Building a framework for the ecologically sustainable development of marine living resources in the Sultanate of Oman” and  “Rapid Assessment of Marine Pollution (RAMP)”. The event takes place on January 21-23 at Abu Dhabi, UAE. For more information visit  http://www.meost.com/register/index.php?dm_i=199312359
SOUTH KOREA : Number of Oil Clean-up Volunteers Tops 1 MilLION

The number of volunteers participating in the oil spill clean-up operation has topped the 1-million mark, according to the South Chungcheong provincial government Thursday. 
More than 10,500 tons of crude oil was spilled in the sea off Taean, South Chungcheong Province, on Dec. 7, after a Samsung Heavy Industries barge collided with the 146,000-ton Hong Kong, China-registered tanker ``Hebei Spirit.'' 
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2008/01/117_17071.html
Comment from ISCO Member Dr Gerald Graham – “This tops the 1997 Nakhodka spill by about 300k people.”

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter. 
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