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NEW TECHNOLOGY FOR MEETING OILY WATER DISCHARGE STANDARDS
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In the marine context the usual norm (maximum 15 ppm) is achieved by widely available marine oily water separation systems. Onshore, much higher standards are required and most refineries and industrial concerns are required to have permanently installed effluent treatment plants. For oil spill clean-up purposes various options are in widespread use, ranging from transportable oily water interceptors to more sophisticated devices utilising coalescers and filter media. However, legislation is driving demand for even higher standards that require virtually nil oil content in discharged water. A new system – the Advanced Water Treatment System (AWTS) – originally developed with upstream applications and fixed installation at industrial locations in mind – meets these very high standards and is now available as a compact transportable skid-mounted or containerised unit. Economical to operate and with a high throughput of up to 120 m3/day, these robust and easily maintained units utilise an activated catalyst in the presence of ultraviolet light to eliminate a complete range of hydrocarbon contaminants including BTEX, as well as achieving total destruction of most bacterial contaminants. Both free and dissolved hydrocarbons are removed, making the system ideal for polishing discharges during groundwater remediation and for more general use. The ability to remove trace chemical and biological contaminants extends application into chemical spill clean-up operations, such as spills of most types of wood preservatives, herbicides and insecticides. The AWTS unit obviates the need to transport discharged water to a remote treatment plant, exceeds current discharge standards and is “future-proof” against zero emission standards.  For more information: E-Mail: info@uvps.co.uk
SEACOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AND BORKIT INTERNATIONAL JV WINS MAJOR TIER 2 OIL SPILL CONTRACT IN KAZAKHSTA
SEACOR Environmental Services (SES), announced on 15th January that the recently established joint venture company SES•BORKIT has won a contract to provide Tier 2 oil spill response coverage to Tengizchevroil LLP (TCO) in Kazakhstan. SES•BORKIT combines the global strength and international experience of SES and the local knowledge and established presence of Borkit International Ltd. (BORKIT), one of Kazakhstan’s leading oil field support service contractors. The new company will establish a spill response centre in the Caspian coastal town of Aktau, providing onshore, nearshore and offshore response services for TCO’s operations throughout western Kazakhstan. Remarked Jim McHale, SES Vice President, Caspian & Black Sea Regions, “Establishment of this new joint venture with well known and respected BORKIT significantly expands SES’ presence in this rapidly developing region. With the formation of this new company, we look forward to the opportunity to provide a wide range of environmental and complementary services to TCO and other existing and new clients in Kazakhstan.” “BORKIT has operated successfully in Kazakhstan for the past ten years,” said Phillip Ward, General Director of BORKIT. “Through this joint venture we’ll combine BORKIT’s local knowledge and on the ground experience with SEACOR Environmental Service’s operational expertise.”  www.ses.seacorholdings.com
The hidden costs of little spills

Local residents and soldiers remove oil at the Mallipo beach, west of Seoul, South Korea, Sunday, Dec. 9, 2007 following a fuel spill form a grounded tanker. 
When a tanker fouls a coastline, the ecological damage can be much worse below the surface - Major oil spills have been decreasing over the past three decades. That's the good news. The bad news is that most of the world's spills remain hidden, and no one really knows what environmental damage they are causing. "If a big accident happens, the whole world is watching," says Paul de Clerck, of Friends of the Earth Europe. "Of the daily spills from pipelines and platforms, most are not even detected." All this means no accurate tallies are available. But the best estimates, from organizations such as a UN organization known as GESAMP – Group of Experts on Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection – suggest that while total spills from shipping accidents average about 150,000 tonnes a year, the other sources add much more.  http://www.thestar.com:80/News/Ideas/article/293311
USA : Security Personnel : Preparing and Protecting Security Personnel in Emergencies.

New OSHA Publication Focuses on Security Personnel Security personnel (i.e., guards) stand to benefit from a new publication by OSHA entitled Preparing and Protecting Security Personnel in Emergencies. This publication addresses emergencies involving
hazardous substance releases and provides guidance for employers and their security personnel, who may be involved in the emergency response. Security Personnel. Preparing and Protecting Security Personnel in Emergencies. OSHA. 2007 [Thanks to Gregory Banner of DG & Hazmat Group foe forwarding this alert]

http://www.osha.gov/Publications/3335-security-personnel.pdf
Total found guilty in 1999 French oilspill case

A court ruled on Wednesday that French oil giant Total SA was responsible for the 1999 sinking of the oil tanker Erika, and ordered it to pay damages for one of France's worst environmental disasters. Total, the world's fourth largest oil group which chartered the Erika, was fined 375,000 euros ($556,100) and told to pay a share of nearly 200 million euros in damages awarded to civil parties, including the French state. Rina, the Italian maritime certification company which declared the Maltese-registered vessel seaworthy, and the ship's owner and manager were also found guilty. [Thanks to ISCO Member Dr Gerald Graham for relaying this news]
 http://www.reuters.com/article/email/idUSL1684613220080116
EFFECTIVE EMERGENCY RESPONSE CONFERENCE – DUBLIN, 10th APRIL 2008

This conference, organized by JOIFF (The Organisation for Emergency Services Management) in association with Trinity College Dublin School of Law, will take place at Trinity College, Dublin, on 10th April, 2008. Conference Chairman: • Professor William Binchy. Head of Trinity College Dublin School of Law. Speakers (in alphabetical order): • Kelvin Hardingham. Williams Fire and Hazard Control. European, Africa, India and Middle East Manager • David Johnson LLB(Hons), BSc., MA, MSc., FCMI Chief Fire Officer. Essex County Fire and Rescue Service. • Mark Scoggins: Solicitor Advocate. High Courts. Specialising in Health and Safety, environmental issues and catastrophic personal injury and death. Keynote Address by: • Mike Parker. BNFL Group CEO. More info and booking form -  fulcrum.consult@iol.ie 
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter. 
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