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NEW IMO Introductory HNS Model Course for First Responders HOSTED BY EMSA

The European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) in co-operation the International Maritime Organization (IMO) is organizing a Pilot IMO Introductory HNS Model Course for First Responders that will take place from 5-7 February 2008 in Lisbon, Portugal.  Participants from the EU Member States and EFTA coastal states will attend the three-day course, developed by IMO to facilitate the ratification and implementation of the OPRC-HNS Protocol 2000 which entered into force on 14 June 2007.  The course will be delivered by specialists in this field, covering various aspects of preparedness and response to marine pollution incidents involving HNS, including health and safety, properties and hazards of chemicals (HNS), the international legal framework and incident management, amongst others.  The course evaluation and feedback received from participants, all experienced in HNS marine pollution response, will be an important component of this pilot course.  This information will be utilized to finalize the course materials, which are expected to be finalized and in circulation by early 2009.

MARATHON’S HEAD OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO CHAIR IOSC CONFERENCE

John Weust manages Marathon Oil Company's international emergency preparedness and response operations, as well as the company's Corporate Emergency Response Team (CERT) program, which encompasses all of the company's Tier III response teams.  He is a current member of the Board of Directors of the Oil Spill Response Limited/ East Asia Response Limited Global Alliance and a former Vice-Chairman of the OSRL Alliance Management Committee. As a member of the OSRL Board, he is also a member of the Institute of Directors (IOD), based in London. John has been a member of the Clean Gulf and IOSC steering committees for several years, is a member of the NRC Client Advisory Board, the API Spills Task Force, the IPIECA Oil Spill Working Group and the International Spills Technical Advisory Committee (ITAC). John has worked for Marathon Oil Company for 27 years in a variety of engineering, supervisory and management positions and has been assigned in the Production/ Operations, Drilling, HES and Emergency Preparedness Organizations over his career.  John has led Marathon's Global Emergency Preparedness efforts since 1998, developing emergency response and oil spill response programs in over 20 countries and was instrumental in the group that developed the Western and Central Africa (WACAF) OSRL Tier II Dispersant base in Malabo Equatorial Guinea. He was instrumental in convincing the Sakhalin Oblast (Russia) to adopt the Incident Command System for offshore emergency response operations, as Marathon was the first Western oil company to operate in an offshore environment in Russia. http://www.iosc.org/chair.asp
Veteran Marine Safety Expert to Head NOAA Office of Response and Restoration

David Westerholm, former chief of the U.S. Coast Guard’s Office of Response, has been named the new director of NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration. Westerholm will be responsible for overseeing NOAA’s efforts to prepare for and respond to environmental hazards caused by marine debris and the release of oil and chemicals into the nation’s ocean and coastal waters. He began his position on Jan. 21. “David Westerholm is an innovative and proven leader who has more than 30 years experience heading and managing environmental, safety, security and engineering programs,” said John H. Dunnigan, NOAA assistant administrator for the National Ocean Service. “His expertise in preparing for and responding to oil spills and the release of hazardous materials will enhance NOAA’s already strong response capabilities.”
 http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2008/20080122_westerholm.html
ISCO WELCOMES THE SCOTTISH ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY NETWORK AS A NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER

The Scottish Environmental Technology Network (SETN) aims to improve the competitiveness of Scottish SMEs in the environmental sector including areas such as contaminated land assessment & remediation, waste management, resource recovery, water and wastewater treatment, sustainable urban drainage systems and environmental management. SETN was founded and is led by the Contaminated Land Assessment & Remediation Research Centre (CLARRC) based at The University of Edinburgh.  However, SETN works with research base groups from around Scotland either through existing contacts or using INTERFACE. SETN also works closely with complementary initiatives such as the National Industrial Symbiosis Programme (NISP) in Scotland. SETN aims to create a culture of knowledge transfer and partnership and to assist in building a recognised environmental sector in Scotland. For more information about SETN, visit http://setn.see.ed.ac.uk/
UK TECHNICAL WORKSHOP FOR ON SITE EX SITU REMEDIATION
This workshop provides a new training opportunity for professionals working in Contaminated Land and new perspectives on the capacity of ex-situ/on-site bioremediation to successfully treat soils contaminated with weathered hydrocarbons. The workshop will report results from on site ex situ remediation, demonstrate that optimisation of biopile or turned windrows technologies by reference to risk can help secure market penetration for these technologies and enable contaminated land professionals to better understand the challenges and seek the resources in analytical methods and approaches to risk assessment. Two workshops are scheduled (1) on 5th February, 2008, at Pera Innovation Park, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire; (2) on 12th February 2008, at South Hall, Pollock Halls, The University of Edinburgh.  http://setn.see.ed.ac.uk/WorkshopFeb2008.pdf  [Editor - apologies for late notice of these events]

MARINE CONSERVATION SOCIETY CALLS FOR TOUGHER LAWS

A conservation society has called for tougher laws to protect marine wildlife and habitats after the sinking of cargo ship the Ice Prince with more than 400 tonnes of fuel on board. The Greek-registered ship sank in rough weather off Portland Bill in Dorset on January 15.
More than 2,000 tonnes of sawn timber has washed up, closing beaches along the Sussex coast from Ferring to Brighton. The Marine Conservation Society (MCS) has warned the cargo is not the only environmental hazard posed by the ship.
The vessel was also carrying lubricating oils in the engine space, around 423 tonnes of intermediate fuel oil and 123 tonnes of marine diesel oil.
 http://www.thisiscornwall.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=144125&command=displayContent&sourceNode=232510&home=yes&more_nodeId1=232470&contentPK=19673094
CASE HISTORY : How events unfolded: Chemical leak timeline

"You tell the people of Monroe County that they should be very proud of their emergency responders," said Charles Decker, director of environmental health and security at Vertellus Health and Specialty Products, the site of an early-morning chemical spill in the Delaware Water Gap. "I have national responsibility for this company and I can tell you that the people here today are professional to the nth degree." 
http://www.poconorecord.com:80/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080113/NEWS/801130349/-1/NEWS01
IOSC PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE PROGRAMME RELEASED

The 2008 International Oil Spill Conference will be held May 4-8, 2008 at the Savannah Convention Center, Savannah, Georgia, USA. The preliminary full conference schedule can now be viewed at http://www.iosc.org/schedule.asp
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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