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INTERNATIONAL SPILL (IRELAND) ACCREDITATION SCHEME DUBLIN MEETING

This was the first ISAA meeting to be held in Ireland since the management of ISAA was formally handed over to ISCO. The meeting, held on 20th February 2008 at the HQ of the Irish Coastguard and Maritime Administration, was chaired by Andrew Brines (Polysorb Industries). The meeting was well attended and those present included Norman Fullam (Irish Coastguard), Kerry Anderson (Environment & Heritage Service, Northern Ireland), John McMurtrie (Secretary, ISCO), Dr Mark McKinney (Consultant) and representatives of OSROs based in the both the Republic and Northern Ireland. The meeting formally approved the appointment of ISAA as the manager of the International Spill (Ireland) Accreditation Scheme. The ensuing discussion was focused on driving up standards in the industry with emphasis on training, operating standards and spill administration. The development of improved OSRO protocols for spill response was identified as a priority and it was agreed to hold a workshop later in the year with participation of regulators, OSROs and other stakeholders in both the Republic and Northern Ireland.

NEW ISCO MEMBER OF COUNCIL FOR THE U.K.

ISCO is pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Kevin Miller as ISCO Member of Council for the United Kingdom. Kevin is the founder and manager of HazmatLINK, established in 2004 and now a leading company in providing innovative solutions, assisting clients to manage their hazardous materials and to be better prepared to deal with incidents involving hazardous materials.  Kevin also works with the emergency services and governments, providing advice and consultancy on planning and managing incidents involving hazardous materials whether they be as a result of an accident or a deliberate release. Prior to founding HazmatLINK, Kevin managed the United Kingdom's National Chemical Emergency Centre (NCEC). In this role he was responsible for ensuring a rapid and professional response to over 1500 incidents per year ranging from consumer poisonings through to major road accidents and large-scale incidents aboard marine vessels. Before working at the NCEC, he was responsible for providing Environmental, Health Safety corporate support to a large international petrochemical company with a turnover of $6 billion and employing over 30,000 staff. Kevin has been involved in a number of projects and activities including developing national dangerous goods regulations and standards, dangerous goods transport corridor risk assessments, rapid assessment of hazardous sites for environmental agencies, part of the Department for Transport working group that developed the code of practice for security of dangerous goods transported by road andEuropean Emergency Response Intervention Cards rail, assisted in the development of the  (ERICards), peer reviewed the CDC/NIOSH's emergency response safety and health database, acted as the scientific advisor to emergency services for a number of exercises and incidents and assisted in the establishment of chemical emergency response teams and support centres. Kevin speaks regularly on issues related to hazardous materials management and emergency response, topics have included looking at hazmat in the urban search and rescue environment, the illicit use of chemicals for terrorism and the implications of new technology on hazmat response. Many organisations have benefited from receiving training from Kevin, including major chemical companies, dangerous goods transport companies, environmental agencies, fire and police and the military. Kevin has a degree in Environmental Science and Chemistry and is a member of the Emergency Planning Society playing an active role in the CBRN Special Interest Group and the Society of Industrial Emergency Safety Officers. 

IPIECA Workshop: Emergency Response in the Latin American region

IPIECA is pleased to announce a workshop on Emergency Response to Oil Pollution in the Latin American Region, which will be held alongside the IPIECA Annual General Meetings from 12-13 May in Rio de Janeiro. The workshop will enable participants to gain some insight into how government and industry are organised to respond to oil spills in the Latin American region, and there will be opportunities to discuss topics of interest including dispersant use. Objectives of workshop: To share best practice on oil company and government emergency response structures; to open up discussion on ‘hot topics’ including dispersant use; to provide a chance for oil spill planners and responders from government and industry in the region to meet and discuss issues of mutual concern; and an opportunity to visit the Petrobras Environmental Defence Centre. Who should attend? Oil industry representatives at regional or country level, or company corporate centres with responsibility for oil spill preparedness and response; representatives from oil spill response organisations, cooperative and commercial; government representatives with responsibility for oil spill preparedness and response. 

http://www.ipieca.org/activities/oilspill/downloads/workshops/may_08/flyer.pdf
NOAA Office of Response and Restoration updated job aids

NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) recently updated two of its job aids, the Open-Water Oil Identification Job Aid and the Dispersant Application Observer Job Aid. Job aids are laminated flip booklets designed to help oil spill responders complete their response tasks. The new job aids are available for order. Open-Water Oil Identification Job Aid for Aerial Observation: This job aid helps responders perform efficient assessments and use standard language to communicate their findings effectively. It includes numerous aerial color photos of oil on water, to help observers identify the thickness, structure, and estimated volume of oil on the water. This version uses new standardized language and codes for oil slick color/appearance and structure/distribution, to facilitate accurate communication between observers and responders. Dispersant Application Observer Job Aid: This job aid was prepared as a companion field guide for individuals who have completed training in dispersant application observation. Observers can use it to refresh their memories on how to observe and identify dispersed and undispersed oil, describe oil characteristics, and report this information to decision-makers.
  http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/topic_subtopic_entry.php?RECORD_KEY%28entry_subtopic_topic%29=entry_id,subtopic_id,topic_id&entry_id(entry_subtopic_topic)=701&subtopic_id(entry_subtopic_topic)=8&topic_id(entry_subtopic_topic)=1
China To Create Environmental Disaster Insurance

China plans to launch an insurance system to cover environmental disasters, aiming to ensure that the victims of major pollution incidents receive due compensation, Xinhua news agency said on Monday. Xinhua quoted Pan Yue, deputy head of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), as saying that the system would start out as a pilot project but would be intended to cover all industries with a high risk of pollution incidents by 2015. SEPA and the China Insurance Regulatory Commission (CIRC) would initially require firms dealing with high-risk chemical products to join the insurance scheme, along with petrochemical companies and those involved in hazardous waste disposal, Xinhua cited Pan as saying. "Enterprises and industries having caused serious pollution accidents in recent years will be specially targeted.”
 http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/47020/story.htm
Ninth Edition of the World Catalog of Oil Spill Response Products

S.L. Ross Environmental Research has recently completed work on the Ninth Edition of the World Catalog of Oil Spill Response Products, the single most important reference in the oil spill business. The essential reference book of the oil spill community has been extensively updated and revised and is now available. The World Catalog started out as a basic listing of equipment specifications in 1986, and has since evolved to be a useful reference book with descriptions of how equipment works, how to select equipment for different applications, and summaries of field and tank tests. As always, it includes comprehensive data listings with information on containment booms, skimmers, sorbents, oil/water separators, pumps, oil/water separators, dispersant application equipment, and temporary storage devices. The Catalog is available in its usual hard-copy form as well as a CD version for the first time. For more information -  http://www.slross.com/WorldCat/WorldCatmain.htm
UAE: NCEMA to host 20 top speakers at region's first crisis & emergency conference

National security and emergency management in the UAE and the region will come under close scrutiny when about 20 specially invited officials and expert speakers from different parts of the world converge in Abu Dhabi for the first-ever regional Crisis and Emergency Management Conference (CEMC) on March 3 and 4. http://www.ameinfo.com:80/147470.html
VIETNAM’S MARINE ECONOMY INTERNATIONAL FAIR EXHIBITION 2008

For the first time, Vietnam will hold an International Exhibition-Fair named  Vietnam's Marine Economic 2008 (VME) at Phu Tho Stadium Complex Area, in Ho Chi Minh City of Vietnam from March 31- April 4, 2008. The Event is not only to respect and advantage the domestic and foreign products, the business, individual, organizations operating in the field of mineral exploration and exploitation, maritime economic, raising and processing seafood and aquarium product, developing the marine potential tourist industry as well as environmental protection, but also a good chance to seek opportunity, to discuss, to cooperate for all.  http://www.vietnamdirectoryb2b.com/Event/VME/vme_index.htm
USE OF HAZTEXT SERVICE TO IDENTIFY CONTENTS OF TANKER TRUCK

You may have read of an incident about a month ago in which illegal immigrants were discovered hiding in a road tanker. ISCO Member of Council for the UK, Kevin Miller, writes “Readers may be interested to know that one of our services was used by emergency services involved in this incident. Some of the first people on the scene of the incident used our HazTEXT(tm) service to rapidly identify the material inside the tanker (the chemical not the individuals). HazTEXT is a mobile phone based service whereby you simply text the UN number to our short text code and within seconds you'll get a response back from us giving the shipping name of the material, emergency action code and what the main hazards are.” For more information have a look at http://www.hazmatlink.com/haztext.html
Slickbar commissions equipment for PETROJET Alexandria, Egypt
In the fall 2007, Slickbar’s Dan Beyer and local Egyptian representatives, Eng. Hesham Riad and Eng. Hany Habib of Lord Trading and Engineering, commissioned 600 meters of Slickbar’s Offshore Style Air Inflatable Oil Spill Containment Boom complete with Storage / Deployment Reels, Diesel / Hydraulic Power Packs and various other equipment to PETROJET in conjunction with Petro Environmental Services Company (PESCO) in Alexandria, Egypt. The Slickbar booms were deployed during Ra-Atum VI, the national oil pollution response exercise held in Port Said, Egypt on the 1st & 2nd of September last year.  PESCO in association with the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation (EAPC) and the Government, the Suez Canal Authority (SCA), the Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA) and the manufacturing industry joined forces to simulate their Tier 1 & II response capabilities to continue their efforts to strengthen the collective capabilities in Egypt. Slickbar Products was one of the cosponsors of this two day event. There are some good pictures taken during the exercise in the latest edition of Slicknews, which also features the Slickbar corrosion control product “Retrowrap” for long term protection of marine platform structures. You can access Slicknews at  http://www.slickbar.com/select_news.asp
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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