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IOPC FUNDS – HEBEI SPIRIT UPDATE REPORT

 On 7 December 2007, the Hong Kong registered tanker Hebei Spirit (146 848 GT), laden with 209 000 tonnes of crude oil, was struck by the crane barge Samsung N o 1, whilst at anchor about five miles off Taean on the West Coast of the Republic of Korea. About 10 500 tonnes of crude oil escaped into the sea from the Hebei Spirit. Initially, contamination was confined largely to Taean County, Chungchongnam-Do Province, however, over a period of several weeks, mainland shorelines and islands further south became contaminated with the result that much of the Republic of Korea's western coast has been affected to varying degrees. Clean-up operations were carried out at sea and are still continuing along the shoreline, where more than 375 kilometres has been affected. Removal of bulk oil has nearly been completed but secondary clean-up operations are expected to continue for some months. The 1992 Fund together with the shipowner's insurer, the Skuld P&I Club, have appointed a team of Korean and international surveyors to monitor the clean-up operations and assess the potential impact of the pollution on fisheries, mariculture and tourism activities. The Republic of Korea is a party to the 1992 Civil Liability Convention (1992 CLC) and the 1992 Fund Convention, which form part of Korean Law. Under these instruments, compensation is available to any individual, business, private organisation or public body which has suffered pollution damage as a result of the Hebei Spirit incident. The Republic of Korea is not a Party to the Supplementary Fund Protocol. Compensation is payable for expenses actually incurred and for loss or damage actually suffered as a result of the oil pollution. All claims must be properly supported by documentation - a well-substantiated claim can be processed much more quickly than one which is not. Approximately £72 million (89.77 million SDR) compensation is available from the shipowner's insurer, the Skuld P&I Club, under the 1992 Civil Liability Convention. Additional compensation of up to approximately £92 million (113.23 million SDR) is available from the 1992 Fund. In other words, a total of £164 million (203 million SDR) is available. Agreement has already been reached between the Skuld P&I Club and the Korean Government for the settlement of hardship payments of some £6 million to local fishing communities engaged in the clean up.
 http://www.iopcfund.org/hebeispirit.htm
ITOPF: The Enviromental Impact of the HEBEI SPIRIT Oil SpilL

The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation has released a detailed report on the environmental impact of the Hebei Spirit oil spill. You can access this report at -
 http://www.itopf.com/news-and-events/documents/HEBEISPIRIT-EnvironmentalImpact.pdf
KOREA: Samsung donates $107 million to oil spill victims

Samsung Heavy Industries, whose vessel was involved in South Korea's worst oil spill, said on Friday it was donating some $ 107 million to help victims which they rejected as inadequate. Samsung Heavy said it would give 100 billion won (107 million dollars) to provide quick aid for thousands of people hit by the December 7 oil spill off the west coast. http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/International_Business/Samsung_donates_107_million_to_oil_spill_victims_/articleshow/2826527.cms
CHINA: Bohai fishermen get 6 mln yuan award after 5-year oil spill lawsuit

More than 1,300 fishermen and seafood farmers have won compensation of more than 6 million yuan (about 850,000 U.S. dollars) after a five-year lawsuit over a major oil spill caused by a Maltese-flagged tanker in the Bohai Bay in northern China. 
The award, to be shared among 1,327 people, against Infinity Shipping Co. Ltd., arises from legal action that began at the end of 2002. A total of 1,512 fishermen and seafood farmers filed 10 cases involving claims of 170 million yuan, the Tianjin Maritime Court said.  http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/90882/6363997.html
NEW ITOPF HANDBOOK

http://www.itopf.com/news-and-events/documents/itopfhandbook2008.pdfITOPF has just published its latest annual Handbook, which contain information and guidance for those likely to be involved in spills of oil and chemicals from ships. This year's edition contains updated information on tanker spill statistics, spill compensation, and ITOPF staff. Information is also provided on the fate of oil spills and their effects on the marine environment, clean-up techniques and the organisation of spill response and planning. 
USA: Supreme Court Reviews Exxon Valdez Case

Nineteen years ago, the “Exxon Valdez” spilled 258,000 barrels of crude into Prince William Sound in Alaska. Today, the debate over how much Exxon should pay beyond the $3.4 billion is spent on the cleanup is still in question. Following oral arguments on Wednesday, the $2.5 billion judgment against the company is now being reviewed by the Supreme Court. A federal appeals court had already cut the $5 billion punitive damages award in half. The case, Exxon Shipping v. Grant Baker (07-219), is closely being followed, and the justices said they would consider whether Exxon should pay punitive damages beyond the massive cleanup cost it has already expended. Wednesday’s proceedings may have provided an inkling of what is to come in June, with at least one justice seemed inclined to reduce punitive damages to victims of the disaster. A total figure of about twice the amount of money the company has paid to compensate victims for economic losses is being bandied about. 
http://www.newsletterscience.com:80/marex/readmore.cgi?issue_id=286&article_id=2985&l=1&s=57955
USA: GOV-SEC, U.S. LAW & READY!  CONFERENCE AND EXPOSITION

Washington DC on 23-24 April, 2008. GovSec, U.S. Law and Ready Conferences & Expositions take place in one place, at one time creating an extraordinary two-day learning and networking experience and fosters communication and camaraderie across all jurisdictions. GovSec: The Government Security Conference and Exposition is the preeminent event for government security professionals involved with physical asset protection, cyber and information protection, as well as the integration of these critical functions. U.S. Law: The U.S. Law Enforcement Conference and Exposition, is an unparalleled forum that drives interaction within the law enforcement communities and across all departments and jurisdictions nationwide. Federal, state and local law enforcement agencies face many new roles and responsibilities: terrorism related intelligence gathering, analysis and dissemination; increasing security/protection for critical infrastructure, special events and dignitaries; and performing vulnerability assessments. Ready: The Emergency Preparedness and Response Conference and Exposition is dedicated to providing solutions to state and local officials responsible for emergency preparedness and first responders to help coordinate incident planning and management efforts. http://www.govsecinfo.com/a-brief-overview-of-govsec,-u.s.-law-and-ready!-2.html
UK: COMAH (Control of Major Accidents Hazards) 

If your business manufactures, stores or uses any dangerous substance in amounts that exceed the defined threshold quantities in the COMAH Regulations; then COMAH applies to you. In December 2005 a number of explosions occurred at Buncefield Oil Storage Depot, Hertfordshire. A fire burned for several days, destroying part of the site and emitting clouds of black smoke into the atmosphere. Since the incident, the Competent Authority (the Environment Agency, the Health and Safety Executive and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency) have reviewed all similar COMAH (Control of Major Accident Hazards) sites across the UK and revised the COMAH Containment Policy. More info - http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/444304/1765106/1765125/1961152/
USA: MIDWEST HAZARDOUS MATERIALS RESPONSE CONFERENCE

The 20th Annual Hazardous Materials Conference and Exhibition will take place on May 2-3, 2008 at Northbrook, Illinois, USA. The programme is focused on formal and informal education with 42 presentations by hazmat instructors. Topics include hazardous materials, terrorism and response training. More info: http://www.emerysafety.com/mhmrc/Brochure2008.pdf
Spring 2008 Meeting OF THE ASSOCIATION OF PETROLEUM INDUSTRY CO-OP MANAGERS (APICOM)
The spring, 2008 APICOM meeting will be held in Savannah, Georgia in conjunction with the International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC) the week of May 4.
 http://www.apicom.org/upcomingevents.html
USA: INFORMATION SOURCE FOR JOB HAZARD ANALYSIS

Where it is necessary to carry out a safety and health risk or hazard analysis for site tasks and operations within a workplan, guidance information can be found in 1. OSHA's Safety & Health Management e-Tool - Hazard Analysis Methodologies, and 2. OSHA publication 3071 - Job Hazard Analysis. Both are available on-line at http://www.osha.gov [Thanks to Wm. R. Bunner of Hazmat 101 Group for passing on this information]

Canada: Pollution hunters use slick new technology for finding new slicks.

“It has been an interesting, but uneventful, four hours of flying for the four-man crew of Transport Canada's Dash 8 aircraft, a twin turboprop that bristles with high-tech equipment while conducting patrols for marine polluters off B.C.'s west coast. Everyone is preparing for arrival back in Vancouver when pilot John Heiler spots a commercial fishing boat and a sheen of oil, about two kilometres off Discovery Island near Victoria” ….. graphic account of Canada’s aerial pollution surveillance programme in action. Read the full story at -
 http://www.canada.com/calgaryherald/story.html?id=63dc8dfe-9cd4-4b0a-9110-e628397dbbc8&k=745  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this story]

AQUAGARD LAUNCHES NEW RANGE OF HIGH PERFORMANCE OIL SKIMMERS

Picture: RBS TRITON™ 15 recovering 151 m3/hr in a recent oil spill

The RBS TRITON™ is the latest generation of Aqua-Guard’s renowned range of RBS skimmer solutions with improved recovery capability, rapid deployment and safety features. Aquagard’s latest oil skimmer is said to be able to recover oil at a rate of 1 bbl in less than 4 seconds according to tests witnessed by DNV. The new skimmer is said to have over 300% more capacity than previous models in Aquagard’s RBS range of skimmers. The skimmer is available with interchangeable brush, disc and drum recovery modules and can be supplied as an upgrade package. 
            http://www.aquaguard.com/
Adventus Group announces new groundwater well treatment product

Adventus Group, a global environmental biotechnology enterprise, announced the introduction of A-SOX(tm) for groundwater well treatment of organic constituents amendable to anaerobic biodegradation processes. Designed by field engineers as a time and money saving innovation, this delivery system is most conducive to physically challenging situations where a readily biodegradable carbon source and reduced iron are needed to induce in-situ chemical reductions (ISCR) of targeted compounds such as chlorinated solvents, energetics, and pesticides. Application is for stimulation of anaerobic biodegradation of groundwater contaminants using EHC(r), which is deployed in the wells with the A-SOX(tm) delivery system. EHC is a proprietary, field-proven compound containing a long-term source of controlled-release carbon, ZVI and nutrients. More info - http://www.environmental-expert.com/
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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