[image: image1.emf][image: image3.wmf]
VIDEO OF HEBEI SPIRIT CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS

This video, on the ITOPF website, is really quite amazing and well worth looking at. Just click on http://www.itopf.com/news-and-events/#VIDEO
ANOTHER OIL TANKER SPILL IN KOREA

A small Vietnamese oil tanker capsized off the south-central coast, spilling fuel oil and leaving 14 crew missing, provincial officials said last week. The officials in Binh Thuan province said the tanker Duc Tri was carrying 1,700 tonnes of fuel oil, about 30 tonnes of which have leaked 50 km (32 miles) off the popular beach resort of Mui Ne on March 2. http://www.planetark.com:80/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/47383/story.htm
Gulf of Mexico: KAB-101 / Usamacinta Incident
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Alpina Briggs was mobilized by PEMEX, the state owned Mexican Oil Company, on Saturday 27th October 2007 to attend the KAB-101 incident in the Gulf of Mexico. The accident happened on Wednesday 25th October when the KAB-101 Jackup Rig collided with the oil platform Usamacinta releasing oil and gas which caused the rig to go on fire during a severe storm. A team of six consisting were dispatched from Alpina Briggs Sao Paulo to Mexico on Saturday afternoon arriving on location on the Sunday. The Alpina Briggs Emergency Response Command Centre in Diadema was also manned to cover and assist with the incident. On arrival, the Alpina Briggs team were deployed to various locations to take charge of local response teams. Four went offshore to run oil recovery operations from various vessels, one remained onshore to assist PEMEX with their response strategies and one took charge of a team checking the beaches. On Monday 29th, another three Alpina Briggs employees joined the team to coordinate the offshore operation and a secretary to coordinate all daily reports and translate them from Portuguese and English into Spanish. Operations Director for Alpina Briggs, Captain Bill Boyle, said “I worked closely with the Mexican OSC Captain Alarcon from the Mexican Navy and Hector Ochoa the representative of PEMEX, advising them on oil spill response strategies and recovery techniques. The well was capped and the Alpina Briggs team stood down on Wednesday 19th December and returned to Brazil”. [Editor’s Note: This just received and rather historic but it’s a great picture and a good story from ISCO Member Alpina Briggs Defesa Ambiental S/A]

Dutch Plan To Charge Trafigura Over Toxic Ship

	Dutch prosecutors plan to file criminal charges against oil trading company Trafigura and the Amsterdam council over their roles in an oil tanker's toxic waste which was blamed for killing 16 people in Ivory Coast. Lawyers for Trafigura, the Amsterdam council, Dutch waste processing firm Amsterdam Port Services BV (APS) and the captain of the ship Probo Koala have been told that the four parties will be charged shortly, a spokeswoman for the prosecutors said on Tuesday. She declined to provide details of the charges but said lawyers have been told what the charges are and that they are environment-related, concerning events that happened in Amsterdam. "There was something wrong with the loading," she said. Trafigura, the world's third largest oil trading company, declined to provide details but said it would defend itself against any charges that may be brought. Chartered by Trafigura, Probo Koala initially wanted to dispose of hundreds of tonnes of chemical slops in Amsterdam in July 2007 but decided not to after being told it would have to pay clean-up costs.  http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/47069/story.htm
Sakhalin pipeline victory for campaigners
Sakhalin Energy has given in to four years of environmental campaigning and announced the withdrawal of its request for government backing for its controversial oil and gas project in the Russian Far East. The Sakhalin II project, a multi-billion dollar undertaking to construct oil and gas platforms and an 800km pipeline across the island of Sakhalin, is said to be threatening the critically endangered Western Gray Whale with extinction. 

http://www.peopleandplanet.net:80/doc.php?id=3220


	UK: HOME OFFICE SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT BRANCH EXHIBITION

HOSDB 2008 Exhibition - the UK's premier showcase for the latest security equipment. This annual exhibition will take place on 12 and 13 March 2008 at RAF Halton, near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, UK.  The exhibition is organised in partnership with the Association of Police and Public Security Suppliers (APPSS). It will include over 200 exhibitors and leading suppliers in over 145 different categories displaying 3,000 products in fields such as imaging, search equipment and body armour. Visitors: invitations to attend as visitors extend to the Police Service, government departments and law enforcement agencies worldwide. Exhibitors: representatives of commercial organisations can only attend as exhibitors and not as visitors.  
http://scienceandresearch.homeoffice.gov.uk:80/hosdb/about-us/news/495524
AUSTRALIA: HazMat 2008 Conference and Exhibition

Melbourne, 15-16 May, 2008. The HazMat 2008 conference has been designed by the key chemical industry and professional associations to help keep companies, authorities and the community up-to-date, raise issues and provide relevant networking opportunities. The conference will have two key topic areas, the first day will focus on Australian and international chemical management, whereas day two will delve into dangerous goods, risk assessment, training and emergency response. HazMat 2008 will also feature an exhibition by many groups within the hazardous materials industry, promoting their products and services. http://www.fpaa.com.au/events/
ETHANOL FUELS FIRE CONCERNS

Photo: Derailed railroad cars burn in Painesville, Ohio, in this Oct. 10, 2007 file Several cars from the freight train hauling ethanol and other hazardous chemicals derailed, setting off a large, smoky fire and prompting the evacuation of a half-mile area.

America's push to replace gasoline with alternative fuels has left firefighters across the nation ill-equipped to deal with ethanol-fueled fires. The nation's drive to use more alternative fuel carries a danger many communities have been slow to recognize: Ethanol fires are harder to put out than gasoline ones and require a special type of firefighting foam. Many fire departments around the country don't have the foam, don't have

enough of it, or are not well-trained in how to apply it, firefighting experts say. It is also more expensive than conventional foam. "It is not unusual to find a fire department that is still just prepared to deal with traditional flammable liquids," said Ed Plaugher, director of national programs for the International Association of Fire Chiefs. The problem is that water doesn't put out ethanol fires, and the foam that has been used since the 1960s to smother ordinary gasoline blazes doesn't work well against the grain-alcohol fuel. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for this story] 

http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hkfJr7eBlUGNeJW2UuEctWBVfhQQD8V28S580
LEBANON: ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY REPORT ON JULY 2006 OIL SPILL

The Environment Ministry has released a new booklet containing information about the environmental catastrophe caused by Israel's bombing of the fuel tanks at the Jiyyeh power plant during the summer 2006 war. Funded by the Hanns Seidel foundation and entitled "One Year On ... Oil Spill Crisis, July 2006," the 15-page booklet in both English and Arabic recounts the history of the spill between July 2006 and July 2007. This includes a rundown on the events and phases, estimates of environmental degradation and costs and other information, including action that was taken and is to be taken, such as surveys and interventions. The impact of the spill, estimated at between 12,000 and 15,000 tons, was determined by wind and water currents that spread it across 150 kilometers of Lebanese coast. Reactions to the oil spill came through different phases. According to the booklet, initial intervention began with coordination from the Environment Ministry of and various embassies and non-governmental organizations. This resulted, the booklet says, in preventing about 25,000 more tons of heavy fuel oil from being spilled into the sea. According to the ministry's booklet, subsequent intervention, which ran from August 2006 until March 2007, determined the criteria and resources necessary to alleviate the adverse effects of the oil spill based on a shoreline survey. This completed Phase I of intervention. A "comprehensive survey of all polluted sites," running in April and May 2007, identified priorities sites for Phase II work. The results of an underwater survey are listed, in the booklet, as well as a map of Lebanon with thumbnail images from each location surveyed. There is also information about the cleanup process, which recovered 1,144 cubic meters of liquid waste and 7,537 cubic meters of semi-solid and solid waste. The booklet provides information about the locations the waste was moved to, the method of its storage, and options for the disposal of the waste outlined in order of priority. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this article] 
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=89349


	


USA: Harris Corporation Introduces First Multiband Land Mobile Radio for Federal Agencies

Harris Corporation (NYSE:HRS), an international communications and information technology company, introduced the first multiband land mobile radio that provides real-time interoperable communications for the growing federal public safety and homeland security market.  Public safety communications interoperability has been identified by Congress, the National Governor's Association, the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the 9/11 Commission as an urgent national priority and is a principal focus of the Department of Homeland Security.  "The Harris Land Mobile Radio allows federal agency personnel to talk to first responders and homeland security personnel - whenever they need to - without having to carry multiple radios," said Dana Mehnert, president, Harris RF Communications.  "By enabling communications interoperability, our customers are much better equipped to effectively coordinate emergency response and joint operations."  For more information, click here  [Editor’s Note – Other interesting Homeland Defence related articles and a number of free downloads can be accessed from the Homeland Defence Journal weekly newsletter issue 8. For more information, go to http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/hdl/home.asp
DUBLIN CONFERENCE - EFFECTIVE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

It has been announced that the full programme is now available for this conference, organized by JOIFF (The Organisation for Emergency Services Management) in association with Trinity College Dublin School of Law. The conference will take place at Trinity College, Dublin, on 10th April, 2008. [For more info see ISCO Newletter 113 or look at events page at  http://www.spillcontrol.org  To obtain full programme contact  fulcrum.consult@iol.ie ]

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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