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IMO Convention adopted 60 years ago

6 March 2008 marked the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the international convention that established the International Maritime Organization (IMO). The setting for this historic event was a conference held in Geneva, under the auspices of the United Nations. The IMO Convention subsequently entered into force in 1958, and the new Organization met for the first time the following year. Commenting on the Organization's 60th anniversary, IMO Secretary-General Efthimios E. Mitropoulos, recalled that the IMO Council had decided, in June 2007, that the theme for this year's World Maritime Day would be "IMO: 60 years in the service of shipping", which, he said, would provide an opportunity "to pay due tribute to the sterling work the Organization has been delivering since its inception in 1948 as a specialized agency of the United Nations; as an institution serving the common public good; and as the regulator and partner of an industry, which, while credited with carrying the overwhelming volume of world trade safely and efficiently, also displays a caring attitude vis-à-vis the environment, both marine and atmospheric".    http://www.imo.org/
IMO MEPC/OPRC- HNS TECHNICAL GROUP MEETING STARTS NEXT WEEK

The seventh session of the MEPC/OPRC-HNS Technical Group that will take place from Tuesday, 25 March to Friday, 28 March 2008. Due to the ongoing building renovations at IMO Headquarters, the meeting will once again be held at the Headquarters of the Marine and Coastguard Agency (MCA) UK, Spring Place, 105 Commercial Road, Southampton, SO15 1EG, United Kingdom. The ISCO Delegation to MEPC/OPRC-HNS TG will include John McMurtrie (Secretary), Rear Admiral M. L. Stacey (Member, Executive Committee), Dr Merv Fingas (ISCO Member of Council for Canada) and Kevin Miller (ISCO Member of Council for UK)

China upgrades environmental administration to ministry

China is to elevate the status of the State Environmental Protection Administration to a ministry, which is among the major 27 ministries and commissions of the Cabinet, said Hua Jianmin, secretary-general of the State Council, on Tuesday. "Environmental protection is the fundamental policy of our country, and is crucial to the existence and development of the Chinese nation," Hua, also a State Councillor, said in an explanation of a government reshuffle plan at the ongoing parliamentary session.  China will face the severe challenge of environmental protection for a long time to come, with the arduous task of reducing pollutants, he noted.   http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-03/11/content_7766369.htm
SOUTH AFRICA: PORT OF SALDANHA STRENGTHENS ITS OIL CONTROL CAPACITY
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In the picture, from left to right, standing, Mr Mputami Damane, Chairman of the OPC Board, Mr Eugene Kearns, Saldanha Port Manager; seated, Mr Pieter Coetzee, CEO of OPC, Mr Khomotse Phihlela, CEO of Transnet National Port Authority.

ISCO Member, Oil Pollution Control South Africa (OPC SA) has signed a three year contract under which OPCSA will be the primary service provider for all oil spills up to 7,000 tonnes at the port of Saldanha in South Africa. OPC SA was formed more than 15 years ago with the mission to prevent and control oil spills in and off the coast of South Africa, and is a subsidiary of the government’s Central Energy Fund (CEF). OPC is well equipped with the latest advanced technology, operated by highly skilled staff, and include oil skimming and recovery vessels and boom coupling boats, oil encampment floating booms (both in harbours and offshore), large capacity skimmers to deal with major oil spills, floating oil containers, and beach-cleaning equipment.  The company has a 15-year proven track record and extensive knowledge of coastal and local conditions. OPC SA Chairman, Mputumi Damane, welcomed the signing of the agreement and said he hopes that this was only the beginning of a long and mutually beneficial relationship between the two organisations.  He also expressed his desire, seen in light of the large capacity expansion programme recently launched by the NPA, to see the relationship extended as soon as possible to also cover the other major ports in South Africa. 

LAMOR AND SWIRE UNITE TO CREATE A NEW CONCEPT IN OIL SPILL RESPONSE AND OCEAN CLEAN UP CAPABILITY
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Picture: Lamor oil spill response equipment, side collectors, boom reels, skimmers and power packs, pre-fitted onto one of the five EMSA tankers operating on the Baltic Sea in a 24h response readiness
Lamor Group Ltd (Lamor) and Swire Pacific Offshore Limited (SPO) have established a 50:50 Joint Venture to provide emergency oil spill response solutions for the Oil and Gas sector. The joint venture, Lamor Swire Environmental Solutions (PTE) Limited (LSES) will allow Lamor, a world class leader in oil spill response equipment, and SPO, a dedicated leader in the offshore supply vessel market, the opportunity to unite their core expertise, experience and skill sets into a single bonded global enterprise that will provide the oil & gas sector with the most cost effective and contemporary solutions to oil spill preparedness and response available anywhere on the market. LSES will define a new era in seamless Tier I (local)/ Tier II (national)/ and Tier III (international) oil spill response.  Operationally, the joint venture is presently establishing strategically located cross-globe emergency response Depots capable of offering guaranteed, safe, rapid and overlapping access to Tier II and Tier III oil spill protection and combat resources. The service will offer clients a one-stop shop for training, exercises, equipment, and tiered response supported by dedicated logistics and personnel deployed and trained to combat spills of national and international significance. The joint venture will also have access to the Swire Marine Training Centre which will become a centre of excellence for comprehensive pollution management training as part of the overall service offering.To supplement existing inventories in Finland, Singapore and West Africa, the JV has placed further orders for EURO10 million worth of emergency oil spill response equipment for initial deployment in the Middle East. http://www.swire.com.sg         http://www.lamor.con
US RAILWAY SAFETY: RAIL CRASHES DECLINE, BUT CHEMICAL PROBLEMS RISE

A 34% increase in rail accidents involving the release of hazardous materials (43); A 14% decrease in U.S. rail accidents (2,547).  What's behind the rise in hazmat incidents? - More trains carrying ethanol and relatively new technologies used to safely release the fuel likely contributed to that increase, says Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph Boardman. The U.S. ethanol industry produced about 6.49 billion gallons of the fuel last year, up from about 4.86 billion gallons in 2006.
 http://www.theglobeandmail.com:80/servlet/story/LAC.20080305.IBRAILPANEL05/TPStory/Business
EUROPE: Oil groups may avoid spill liability: court adviser

A European Court of Justice judge advising on the "Erika" oil spill case involving French oil group Total said on Thursday companies which do not intentionally cause damage could be excluded from liability. In a non-binding opinion, Advocate General Juliane Kokott said the European Union's "polluter-pays" principle could justify liability for pollution damage caused by spilt oil under EU waste laws. But "it is also compatible with the polluter-pays principle to exclude from liability for oil pollution damage those who did not cause that pollution either intentionally or recklessly," the court said in a statement summing up her view. Total agreed in January to pay a total of nearly 200 million euros ($307.3 million) in damages to victims who agree to drop charges but is challenging a French court ruling blaming it for the 1999 spill, one of France's worst environmental disasters.  http://uk.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idUKL132867920080313
KOREA: Rough seas still hampering oil retrieval from overturned tanker
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Recovery work on a capsized oil tanker off southern Vietnam will not begin today as planned because of persistent rough seas, the CEO of the Vietnam Salvage Company said Thursday. Heavy weather meant divers could not safely enter the oil tanker’s hold and engine room to pump nearly 1,700 tons of diesel remaining in the ship after it overturned a fortnight ago, Nguyen Van Kha told Thanh Nien.
 http://www.thanhniennews.com/society/?catid=3&newsid=36708
KENYA: HUNDREDS ILL AFTER 'TOXIC LEAK' NEAR MOMBASA


Hundreds of Kenyans have fallen ill after a chemical consignment was dumped on the roadside near the port city of Mombasa, officials told AFP Thursday. According to a local official, up to 1,500 people have sought treatment at local hospitals, complaining mainly of chest pains and respiratory problems they believe were caused by the leaking container. "Due to the high number of people registering at the municipal hospitals, we have ordered the importer to appear before the Mombasa municipal council so that the people who have suffered from the acid can be compensated," said Nasser Rashed, in charge of the environment at the council.
 http://afp.google.com:80/article/ALeqM5jTA5JbV5bg46RVLbnDr-c7ufbYzA
[Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for relaying this news item]

Whisky by-product cleans contaminated water

Residue from Scotland's distilleries is being used in a pioneering method to clean up contaminated ground and polluted water. Scientists at Aberdeen University have created DRAM - Device for the Remediation and Attenuation of Multiple pollutants - which they claim could revolutionise the cleaning up of old and contaminated industrial sites. They claim the secret process can remove different types of pollutants including chlorines, heavy metals and pesticides at the same time and is far quicker and more cost effective than current clean up techniques.
 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?xml=/earth/2008/03/05/eawhisky105.xml
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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