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MEETING of IMO MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE STARTS NEXT WEEK

The Fifty-seventh session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee will run from Monday 31st March to Friday 4th April, 2008. The ISCO delegation to MEPC will include David Usher (President), Rear Admiral Michael L. Stacey (Member of Executive Committee) and Dr Douglas Cormack (Honorary Member).

ISCO WELCOMES NEW CORPORATE MEMBERS

The Secretary is pleased to advise that the following new members have joined ISCO – Briggs Marine Environmental Services Ltd. (based in Baku, Azerbaijan); Lamor Corporation Ab and Clean Globe International (both with HQ in Porvoo, Finland)

IRELAND: SPILL CONTRACTORS COMMIT TO RAISING RESPONSE STANDARDS

At the recent meeting of the International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) All-Ireland Accreditation Scheme ad-hoc working group those present declared their determination to raise response standards. Aspects to be addressed include upgrading of training and response personnel competency; the development and adoption of clean-up standards; review of insurance cover levels; improving spill response administration and provision of information to clients; upgrading of response call-out and stand-by arrangements; and upgrading of the ISAA website, including a new database of services provided by members, the creation of a members’ forum and improved access to technical support for response capacity building. The “All-Ireland” Scheme embraces ISAA accredited companies in both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. In a spirit of teamwork and to facilitate the work involved in raising standards, it is proposed that the present ad-hoc working group be re-formed and expanded as a Steering Group tasked with making strategic recommendations on the way forward for the Scheme. To facilitate progress of work by correspondence a new group E-mailing facility is being created to allow members of the Steering Group to instantly share ideas and reach consensus decisions on actions that should be taken.   Enhanced standards will be embodied within the All-Ireland Scheme Rules and Protocols. This means that, in addition to accreditation under the International ISAA matrix, ISAA members in Ireland will be signing up to providing clients with even higher levels of professional service.
Norwegian watchdog raps StatoilHydro for spill

Norway's oil safety authority found "serious deficiencies" behind a December oil spill at StatoilHydro's Statfjord field in the North Sea and ordered the company to make improvements, the watchdog said. The Petroleum Safety Authority (PSA) also said: "No damage to the marine environment has so far been identified as a result of the spill." But it added that a final assessment of the impact would have to wait until other studies are finished. A broken loading hose leaked 77,500 barrels of crude into the sea on December 12, causing the second-biggest oil spill off Norway since petroleum was found there at the end of the 1960s, the PSA said in line with earlier announcements. The PSA blamed a "lack of robustness in the loading hose." "Failure to allocate clear responsibilities, lack of risk understanding and design shortcomings in the loading system were among the underlying causes of the break in the Statfjord A loading hose operated by StatoilHydro on 12 December 2007," the PSA said.
 http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSL1380956020080313
Computer model to predict oil spills around Malta
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The trajectory and progression of a possible oil spill approaching Malta from the South East, simulated using the Medslik computer model.
The Mediterranean Sea and its coastal communities face a permanent risk of oil spill pollution. Some 20 per cent of global oil transported by sea crosses this basin, and oil exploration -platforms dot various parts of it. The presence of oil and petroleum residues in the marine environment results also from abusive spillages by ships and boats to the detriment of marine ecosystems, as well as to coastal resources when the oil reaches land. This makes it all the more important for Mediterranean coastal states to commit their efforts to organise and prepare an operational response for marine oil pollution accidents, even more so in the central Mediterranean and the seas around the Maltese islands, which are major transit zones for maritime traffic. The use of computer models to predict the movement and weathering of oil helps to make best use of the various measures and equipment that can be employed in case of an oil spill accident. Models can predict the expected state of the oil when it arrives at a given location, and answere questions such as how much will evaporate, the degree of emulsification of the remainder, how much will be dispersed as fine droplets in the water, where the oil spill is most likely move to, how soon it will get there, and which coastal resources it will threaten. Medslik is the name given to an oil spill computer application model for the maritime areas around the Maltese Islands that has recently been developed by the Physical Oceanography (PO) unit at the International Ocean Institute's Malta operational centre (IOI-MOC), which is hosted by the University of Malta. http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20080316/education/computer-model-to-predict-oil-spills-around-malta
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FRANCE: NEW DIRECTOR APPOINTED AT CEDRE

On 3rd March 2008, Gilbert Le Lann became director of Cedre, succeeding Michel Girin, who will be taking progressive retirement and remains at Cedre as an adviser. Having studied to become an engineer at the Ecole Polytechnique (School of Polytechnics) and the Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Techniques Avancées (national higher education establishment for advanced techniques), Gilbert Le Lann began his career at the Naval Military Shipyard in Brest. He then went on to become deputy manager of the IT centre of the French naval hydrographic and oceanographic service (SHOM). In 1991, he joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Brussels as an administrator at the international Staff, where he was in charge of various subjects covering navigation, identification, geographical information and telecommunications. From 2000 to 2005, he acted as deputy director then director of ETAS (Etablissement Technique d’Angers), a centre of expertise and trials specialised in testing land-based military vehicles and systems, governed by the Armaments Directorate. His position as project manager at the General Secretariat for the Sea from 2005 to 2008 put him in charge of inter-ministerial coordination on the themes of integrated maritime policies, management and conservation of maritime and coastal areas, exploitation of ocean resources (oil, marine gravel, renewable marine energy) and maritime surveillance. In 2006, he acted as co-rapporteur for the think tank on French maritime policies (Poséidon) controlled jointly by the Center for Strategic Analysis and the General Secretariat for the Sea. Moreover, he is in charge of the joint secretary of the French National Coastal Committee in collaboration with the interdepartmental Delegation with the installation and the competitiveness of territories (DIACT).    http://www.cedre.fr/index_gb.html
USA: NEW PUBLICATIONS

1) USFA Releases New Emergency Incident Rehabilitation Manual for Firefighters and Other Emergency Responders: The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), working with the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF), has issued an updated version of the manual Emergency Incident Rehabilitation. The revised manual examines critical topics related to emergency incident rehabilitation, including operational issues, human physiology, weather issues, and technology and addresses ways to better protect 
firefighters and other emergency responders through the use of proper protective clothing and improved tactical procedures. The manual released today updates the original USFA document published in 1992. To download Emergency Incident Rehabilitation and for further information about the USFA/IAFF incident rehabilitation partnership effort, please visit the USFA Web site at  http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/research/safety/incident.shtm
2) NRT release of 25 chemical and biological Quick Response Guides (QRGs) :The US National Response Team WMD Subcommittee is proud to announce completion of 25 biological and chemical QRGs. The QRGs are available by visiting http://www.nrt.org and looking under Hot Topics and Current Events. The chemical QRGs include: * Soman (GD)* Cyclosarin (GF); * Sulfur Mustard (H/HD/HT); * VX; * Tabun (GA); and * Sarin (GB). The biological QRGs include: Brucella Species; Botulinum Toxin; Bunyaviridae-Rift Valley Fever (RVF); Argentice (AHF), Brazilian (BzHF), Bolivian (BoHF), Dengue (DHF), Ebola and Marburg, and Venezuelan (VzHF) Hemorrhagic Fevers; Glanders and Melioidosis; Lassa Fever; Lymphocytic Choriomeningitis Virus (LCMV); Tick Borne Encephalitis (TBE); Smallpox; Tularemia; Anthrax; and Plague

[Thanks to Gregory Banner of  Hazmat 101 Group for this advice]

RASMUS GULDBRAND IS APPOINTED MANAGING DIRECTOR OF LAMOR GROUP
Finnish oil spill recovery company Lamor Group, is reorganising its activities and centralising the resources of the entire group under a single management team. Rasmus Guldbrand, former Managing Director of Lamor Corporation Ab, has been appointed the new Managing Director of Lamor Group. Jari Ahoranta, who has worked as Lamor Corporation Sales Director, will take over as the new Managing Director of Lamor Corporation Аb’s Managing Director. New Group Managing Director Rasmus Guldbrand will also manage Clean Globe International (CGI), and the previous CGI Managing Director Lasse Parvinen will become a consultant for other development projects important for Lamor business. Fred Larsen will continue as the Chairman for Lamor Corporation Ab’s board and Bent Larsen as the Chairman for Clean Globe International’s board. Bent Larsen will also become Chairman of Lamor Group’s Board. Other appoints are - Vesa Tiitinen, Chief Financial Officer; Jochum von Schoultz, Vice President, Ballast Water Treatment & Underwater Technologies; Peter Rigby, Vice President, Administration; Nikolai Kildishov, Vice President, Russia & CIS; Nico Larsen, Vice President, Lamor Swire Environmental Solutions.  http://www.lamor.com
Nigeria: Agency Tasks Oil Firms On Pollution
National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) has called on oil companies in the country to put in place mechanisms to minimise oil pollution in the Niger Delta area The agency, which has responsibility for monitoring compliance by oil companies to regulations on environmental protection, said remediation work should not only be limited to cleaning the impacted sites but that the entire area should be returned to its natural condition. A source at NOSDRA said oil firms have now been issued with a fresh directive requiring them to ensure timely report of any form of oil spillage in their areas of operations to the agency. "Oil companies are to report timely to NOSDRA of any incident of oil spillage in the areas of operation after an oil spillage occurs and the next thing is to clean up the impacted areas and return it to the natural conditions", he said. Director-General of NOSDRA, Dr. Bamidele Ajakaiye, had blamed most of the crisis now ravaging the Niger Delta on environmental degradation caused by oil pollution at recent meeting with the management of ADDAX Petroleum Development Nigeria Limited in Lagos. The D-G warned that "government is determined to ensure that oil companies operate in an environment-friendly manner so that negative social impact could be reduced to the barest minimum".  http://allafrica.com/stories/200803100384.html
AMTI helps create sensor that detects hazardous chemicals

A new hazardous chemical detection system uses a laser to sniff out and quickly identify hazardous chemicals, sending an early warning that hopefully could save lives. 
Chem Sight, invented and developed in Virginia, boasts the ability to identify hundreds of dangerous chemicals. It’s now being marketed for use in subways and other public spaces. 
A University of Virginia professor invented Chem Sight, and it was developed and commercialized by Avir Sensors in Charlottesville, with help from a Lynchburg technology firm. “It’s one of those very few times that you have a product that fills a defined need for both homeland security and industrial safety,” said Dean Johnson, president of Avir Sensors. “This is a sensor that you would put up, and if one of hundreds of chemicals came by, it could identify it rapidly because it doesn’t use chemistry,” he said. 
Some detection systems analyze the chemistry of a gas to identify it. That takes more time and maintenance, Johnson said. He compared Chem Sight to a camera: It sends a laser between two boxes. The receiver identifies gasses passing through the beam by the way the chemical absorbs the light.
http://www.newsadvance.com/lna/business/local/article/amti_helps_create_sensor_that_detects_hazardous_chemicals/3027/
Two major studies on Tasman Spirit oil spill released
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Two studies were recently published on the effects the Tasman Spirit oil spill of 2003 had on marine life and the men who were part of the cleanup operation. They show that high concentrations of toxins were found in the fish and shellfish species and the cleanup workers suffered lung damage that took one year to reverse. The two articles are: ‘Assessment of hydrocarbons concentration in marine fauna due to Tasman Spirit oil spill along the Clifton beach at Karachi coast’ that appeared in the journal ‘Environmental Monitoring and Assessment’ and; ‘Lung function in subjects exposed to crude oil spill into sea water’ that appeared in Marine Pollution Bulletin in January. On 27 July 2003, the Tasman Spirit spilled 31,000 tonnes of crude oil into the sea at the Karachi coast. This disaster badly affected the marine life (Flora and Fauna.) The first study on the environment was proposed to ascertain the level of Polycyclic Aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) contamination in different fisheries including fish, crustaceans; crabs and shrimps, mollusks and echinoderms. Heavier components of crude oil such as PAHs appear to caused the most damage as they are relatively unreactive and persist in water. High concentrations of toxic PAHs were observed in all the fisheries and shellfish caught from the oil-impacted area. The fish were found to be more contaminated than shellfish. Naphthalene was found. In the second study, on lung function and a follow-up change after one year in subjects exposed to the crude oil spill, 20 apparently healthy, non-smoking, male workers were enlisted. The exposed group was matched with 31 apparently healthy male control subjects. Their lung impairment was reversible and their lungs improved when the men were withdrawn from the polluted air environment. 

http://www.dogwoodinitiative.org/newsstories/twomajorstudies
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
ISCO NEWSLETTER 





Issue 122  24th  March, 2008





Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@spillcontrol.org" ��info@spillcontrol.org�  Web � HYPERLINK "http://www.spillcontrol.org" ��http://www.spillcontrol.org� 








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���














_1266764597.doc
[image: image1.png]






