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IMO : OPRC-HNS TECHNICAL GROUP MEETING

This meeting, held in Southampton, concluded on Friday 28th March, 2008. A record number of delegates from 26 countries attended plus representatives of UNEP, IOPC Funds, ISCO, ITOPF, IPIECA, IMarEST and REMPEC. The meeting was hosted by the UK’s Maritime and Coastguard Agency and the Chairman was Mr Mark Meza (United States). The Report of the Technical Group will be presented for consideration at the meeting of the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee which starts today in London and continues until Friday 4th April.

IOPC FUNDS : level of payments to the victims of the Hebei Spirit incident set at 60% for the time being

At a meeting held in Monaco on 11 and 13 March 2008, the Executive Committee of the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund 1992 (1992 Fund) considered, amongst other matters, various questions relating to the Hebei Spirit incident, which occurred in the Republic of Korea. The Executive Committee noted that, on the basis of the limited information available, the total amount of the losses arising from the spill was currently estimated at Won 352-424 billion (£190-229 million). The Committee also noted that the total amount available for compensation under the 1992 Civil Liability and Fund Conventions was 203 million SDR, ie approximately Won 303 billion (£164 million). Since the total amount available for compensation is not sufficient to compensate the total estimated losses caused by the spill and it is a requirement of the Conventions that all victims are treated equally, whether their claims are presented immediately after the incident or at the end of the period allowed for submitting claims (three years from the date when the damage is suffered), the 1992 Fund must initially limit payments to a fixed percentage of approved claims. The Executive Committee therefore decided that the payments made by the 1992 Fund will, for the time being, be limited to 60% of the amount of the damage actually suffered by the respective claimant as assessed by the Fund’s experts. To read the complete text please visit - http://www.iopcfund.org/pr-pdf/Hebei%20Spirit%20press%20release%20180308_e.pdf
UK: APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY SOSREP

With effect from 1st April 2008 Colin Mulvana will take up the role of Deputy to the Secretary of State’s Representative (SOSREP) on a year’s secondment. Jim Dickson will take on the role of Counter Pollution & Salvage Officer (CPSO), Scotland and Northern Ireland Region (ScotNI)
USA: Livermore's Sandia will take central role in bioterrorism response

Like a bioterror crisis hotline, a new center in Livermore has become the nerve center for responding to the intentional or accidental release of dangerous biological agents at public facilities across the country. Sandia/California National Laboratories in Livermore will be at the other end of calls from managers of high-profile transportation hubs, such as airports, and other public places, ready to give critical information to help them deal with biohazards. "In the immediate aftermath of one of these events, people aren't going to know a lot right away," said chemical engineer Nate Gleason, who leads the new BioWatch Indoor Reachback Center at Sandia. "We can make some useful information out of very little data." The center is part of the Department of Homeland Security's BioWatch program, which includes detectors that can sense dangerous biological materials at 30 transportation hubs and public places that are part of this program. When a detection alarm goes off, the emergency responders at that site can call Sandia for help in handling the situation. http://www.contracostatimes.com/health/ci_8570686?nclick_check=1
10 MILLION TONS FLOATING: THE PLASTIC SEA
If you should see this amazing floating pile of plastic in the Pacific Ocean, it’s called “The Great Pacific Garbage Patch.” It features three million tons of plastic debris floating in an area larger than Texas. An eye-popping 46,000 pieces of plastic float on every square mile of ocean! Humans toss another 2.5 million pieces into our oceans hourly. Captain Paul Watson, www.seashepherd.org composed an essay, “The Plastic Sea.” He wrote a penetrating piece on humanity’s desecration of our oceans. If you ever see this plastic ‘monster’ as I have, it will sicken you to the core of your soul. But the terror it manifests sickens you further! The United Nations Environmental Program report estimated 46,000 pieces of plastic debris floats on or near the surface of every square mile of ocean. http://www.newswithviews.com:80/Wooldridge/frosty348.htm
USA: CSB Releases New Safety Video, "Reactive Hazards: Dangers of Uncontrolled Chemical Reactions," Includes Synthron Animation, Three Others

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) has released a new video concerning the dangers of uncontrolled chemical reactions. The video features computerized animations and descriptions of four major reactive chemistry accidents investigated by the CSB, as well as commentary by two prominent chemical process safety experts. Entitled "Reactive Hazards: Dangers of Uncontrolled Chemical Reactions," the video is being released simultaneously with the CSB's final report on the Synthron accident which killed one worker and injured 14 others in Morganton, North Carolina, on January 31, 2007. The video features a computer animation of that tragedy narrated by lead investigator Jim Lay. Other accidents discussed in the video are MFG (Dalton, Georgia); BP Amoco (Augusta, Georgia); and First Chemical Company (Pascagoula, Mississippi). Reactive hazards include those involving uncontrolled chemical reactions, with significant increases in temperature or pressure. The CSB released a study of reactive hazards in 2002 and made numerous safety recommendations. The agency has investigated several such accidents since that time. The video was made to create a heightened awareness of the dangers of these types of uncontrolled chemical reactions.
 http://www.chemsafety.gov/index.cfm?folder=news_releases&page=news&NEWS_ID=389
USA: Green-technology exporter wins kudos

Globe Foundation honours Vancouver company for innovative system that cleans up tainted water at mines around the world - In the BioteQ system, a mixture of sulphur-loving bacteria neutralizes the acid in the water, leaving behind the heavy metals that come away in the mining process, such as copper, zinc, nickel, cobalt and selenium. These metals can then be sold on the market. As an extra bonus, the previously poisoned water ends up clean and safe enough for use in industrial and agricultural projects, a plus for companies working in an increasingly water-short world. Nancy Wright, vice-president of the Vancouver-based Globe Foundation, says BioteQ took home the award for export performance because the foundation's voters believed the company's efforts to succeed on the world stage to be "a really big deal."
 http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20080317.SRAWARD17//TPStory/Environment
RAPID I.D. Chemical spill alert system from Global Spill Control
This rapid ID System allows you to quickly identify the potential hazard of a chemical spill caused by an overturned drum or container where the product label is face down. Simply place the appropriate tape to the container representing the relevant hazard of the liquid substance in your workplace. By placing the wall chart at strategic locations around the workplace all staff will easily be able to assess the risk of a spilled chemical before proceeding to clean it up. http://www.ferret.com.au:80/c/Global-Spill-Control/Chemical-spill-alert-system-from-Global-Spill-Control-n736124
USA: Clean Harbors acquires California contractor

Environmental contractor Clean Harbors has acquired Universal Environmental Inc. of Benicia, Calif. The acquisition boosts Clean Harbors’ ability to respond to oil spills and perform routine maintenance on refineries in the San Francisco Bay area, Clean Harbors General Counsel Bill Geary said. The Norwell-based company has been building its presence in the area by boosting staff in its San Jose, Calif. office, enabling it to respond to an oil spill caused by the Nov. 7 collision of a cargo ship into the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. http://www.patriotledger.com:80/business/x1725506279
U.S. EPA Files Complaint Against Ship Brokers for Violations of Toxic Substances Control Act

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has issued a federal complaint against Global Shipping and Global Marketing Systems, Inc. for distribution in commerce and export of PCB-containing materials on the MV Oceanic, formerly the SS Independence, a ship being sent by Global to be scrapped overseas. Fines against these two companies may be assessed up to $32,500 per violation per day. The MV Pacific Hickory is towing the MV Oceanic to its final destination. “Federal law prohibits companies from exporting PCBs, including those in ships, that are sent overseas to be scrapped,” said Rich Vaille, Associate Director for waste program enforcement in EPA’s Pacific Southwest region. “When companies illegally export PCB waste, they are circumventing U.S. requirements for proper disposal. PCB waste must be properly disposed to protect public health and the environment.” http://www.hawaiireporter.com/story.aspx?a6fd3261-a4f2-4417-aaee-9249d3540456
Used oil can be recycled

Used oil is a very recyclable material. Impurities that make the oil appear dirty and dark are removed at a re-refining facility. The cleaned oil can be used to produce various grades of new fuels and lubricants. Re-refining used oil requires much less energy and material inputs than if virgin crude oil is used to create similar products. Used motor oil is one of the most common pollutants. The next time you visit a large parking lot, especially on a rainy day, look for oil sheens and stains. As vehicles leak oil, rain washes into storm drains, potentially affecting creeks, streams and Puget Sound. While regular vehicle maintenance can prevent these oil leaks, you can further protect local water resources by deciding to recycle used oil, too. Even a small amount of spilled oil can harm shellfish-growing areas and recreational destinations. Cleaning up oil spills is costly, and ecosystems can take years to recover.   http://www.theolympian.com/environment/story/389333.html
USA: Record Penalty Against Gas Station Owner Upheld
 Across the nation, pockets of groundwater have become so polluted from leaking underground gasoline storage tanks, that drinking water has been ruined, and multi-million dollar cleanups will take decades to redress the contamination. That's why, for years, the Environmental Protection Agency and its state counterparts, have required gasoline station owners to take a number of steps to monitor, detect and prevent leaks. Over time, even a leak the size of a pin hole in an underground storage tank can contaminate the water that flows under homes for miles. And, now, the EPA’s Environmental Appeals Board has upheld a record $3.2 million penalty against the owner of 23 Mid-Atlantic region gas stations. Euclid of Virginia Inc. owned "Lowest Price" stations in Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia, and refused to comply with regulations relative to upkeep and monitoring of underground storage tanks, according to the EPA. For instance, the gas stations did not maintain leak detection and control equipment, didn't comply with corrosion-prevention standards and never installed equipment that would prevent spills related to overfilling of tanks. “With millions of gallons of gasoline, oil, and other petroleum products stored in underground tanks, leaving them unchecked can cause major soil and groundwater contamination,” said Donald S. Welsh, regional administrator of EPA’s mid-Atlantic region. “This decision should send a strong message to owners of underground storage tanks that it is not only in the public’s best interest but in their own, too, to comply with leak detection and prevention requirements.” http://www.thedailygreen.com/environmental-news/latest/underground-storage-tank-47031904
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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