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EUROPEAN POLLUTION RESPONSE VESSEL NETWORK STRENGTHENED
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In the picture: Piraeus-based pollution response vessel Aktea OSRV

On 8th March, a new procurement procedure for the EMSA Stand-by Oil Spill Recovery Vessels Service (SOSRVS) covering the Black Sea and the North Sea areas was launched. The deadline for the submission of applications for the first phase of the procedure is 29th April 2008. All the relevant documentation and information can be accessed via “Invitation to Apply and Application Specifications” at: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/end185d014d013d001.html  The aim is to strengthen the vessel network by filling some of the remaining gaps. This will be done by setting in place three year renewable contracts with commercial ship-owners and/or operators and/or spill response organisations/manufacturers. The EMSA “Effective At-Sea Pollution Response” leaflet describes the service in more detail, and this can be seen at: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/Docs/opr/leaflet_effective_pollution_response.pdf
Cleaning up spills — naturally
[image: image3.wmf]In the picture: Research scientist Kenneth Lee uses a respirometer to measure degradation of hydrocarbons. He is researching the use of natural methods to clean up oil spills.

Deliberately pouring 200 litres of crude oil onto broken ice in the Gulf of St. Lawrence could be a sure way to land in jail or empty a pocketbook. But it’s all in the line of work for Kenneth Lee, a Department of Fisheries and Oceans research scientist at the Bedford Institute of Oceanography who is evaluating new technologies for cleaning up oil spills in northern waters. In areas of rocky shorelines in Alaska, Mr. Lee said winter storms helped the recovery process. Pounding waves removed much of the oil and dispersed it into the ocean in concentrations below toxic levels, which allowed bacterial degradation to occur. Researchers were also surprised to find some beaches could clean themselves — even through there wasn’t a lot of wave activity. On those beaches, they found that oil was released in microscopic droplets that were mixed with clay particles found naturally in beach sediment. As a result, the oil droplets adhered less, so they could be dispersed into the ocean with limited wave action. Recognizing the significance of this, researchers realized that oiled sediments containing fine mineral particles like clay that were stranded at the high water mark could be excavated and deposited along the shoreline. There, waves promoted the formation of oil-mineral aggregates that were then dispersed into the ocean. Read the complete article by Brian Hayes at  http://thechronicleherald.ca:80/Science/1046457.html
Radiation response network launched by IAEA

The Austria-based International Atomic Energy Agency announced the launch of a nuclear emergency response network after pledges of assistance from four states. The IAEA announced that the response assistance network has become operational after Finland, Mexico, Sri Lanka and the United States pledged their support to the emergency response program. Officials say the RANET is an effort to address radiation incidents including dirty bomb threats among emergency situations with a global response designed to coordinate international assistance, the IAEA reported. "With these initial registrations, we have successfully launched the first phase of RANET," Warren Stern, head of the IAEA Incident and Emergency Center, said in a statement. "When designing the system, we worked with a group of countries to make sure that RANET was interoperable and responsive to a state's needs in the event of an emergency. We're pleased with the breadth of capabilities we've received thus far and look forward to further registrations from member states."
"The backbone of RANET's capabilities consists of technology and trained experts which could be made available for on-site emergency response assistance. In the event of a serious radiological incident, a member state can request support from RANET when the event's consequences exceed its domestic response capabilities," the release said. http://www.upi.com/International_Security/Emerging_Threats/Briefing/2008/02/06/radiation_response_network_launched/8670/  [Thanks to ISCO Member of Council for UK , Kevin Miller, for forwarding this announcement]
USA: John S. Bresland confirmed as President and CEO of Chemical Safety Board

Acting by unanimous consent, the U.S. Senate has confirmed John S. Bresland to a five-year term as chairman and chief executive officer of the U.S. Chemical Safety Board. Mr. Bresland previously served as a CSB board member from August 2002 until August 2007. [Thanks to Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this info]

INDIA: FIRST DEDICATED OIL SPILL RESPONSE VESSEL

No major oil spills have so far hit India, but it is preparing to meet any catastrophe by deploying its first dedicated pollution control ship in September. "A bigger vessel, 94 metres in length, fitted with the latest pollution control equipment will go a long way in handling environmental threats from oil spills," Inspector-General Rajendra Singh, the commander of Indian Coast Guard's (ICG) Western Region, told reporters aboard ICG ship Sangram.  http://www.gulfnews.com/world/India/10201433.html
Uganda: Government Drafts Law On Chemical Weapons

The Ugandan government is drafting a law to regulate toxic chemicals used in industries and those in transit through the country. State Minister for Labour, Employment and Industrial Relations Mwesigwa Rukutana said his ministry has already drafted a Bill, which will soon be tabled before the Cabinet. "We have already drafted the Prohibition of Toxic Chemical Bill. This Bill has taken long in our docket and it is the time to push for its enactment to control those noxious chemicals," Mr Rukutana said. Mr Rukutana disclosed this during a workshop for MPs on the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and the need for its Implementation in Kampala last Friday. Uganda assented to the CWC on November 30, 2001 but has never enacted a law to regulate the use of toxic chemicals in the country. CWC is the convention on the prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons and their destruction.
    http://allafrica.com/stories/200803310933.html                                                                                                        

	             


USA: DOT Proposal Revolutionizes Rail Hazmat Tank Car Safety,
Improves Puncture Resistance, Limits Speed, and Phases Out Oldest From Most Toxic Service

"This proposal is designed to significantly reduce the hazard of hauling hazardous materials by rail," Peters said, explaining the performance-based standard will increase by 500 percent on average the amount of energy the tank car must absorb during a train accident before a catastrophic failure may occur. The proposal requires tank cars carrying Poison Inhalation Hazard (PIH) commodities such as chlorine and anhydrous ammonia to be equipped with puncture-resistance protection strong enough to prevent penetration at speeds of 25 mph for side impacts and 30 mph for head-on collisions—more than double the speed for existing tank cars. The proposal allows flexibility in reaching that goal, but it is
expected the outer tank car shell and both head ends will be strengthened, the inner tank holding the hazmat cargo will be better shielded, and the space between the two will be designed with more energy absorption and protection capabilities. The proposed rule also sets a maximum speed limit of 50 mph for any train transporting a PIH tank car. In addition, a temporary speed restriction of 30 mph is being proposed for all PIH tank cars not
meeting the puncture-resistance standard and which are travelling in `dark', or non-signalled territory, until the rule is fully implemented or other safety measures are installed.
Finally, the proposed rule requires that some of the oldest PIH tank cars in use today be phased out on an accelerated schedule so they no longer carry PIH materials. Specifically, this addresses the concern that PIH tank cars manufactured prior to 1989 with non-normalized steel may not adequately resist the development of fractures that can
lead to a catastrophic failure. [Thanks to PC of Hazmat 101 Group for relaying this news item] More info: http://www.fra.dot.gov/downloads/PubAffairs/Tank_Car_NPRM_Backgrounder_FINAL.pdf
USA: TRANSCAER® Training Tours
In the spring of 2008 the Union Pacific Railroad and The Dow Chemical Company will continue the TRANSCAER® (Transportation Community Awareness and Emergency Response) Training Tours dedicated to educating emergency responders and their communities. The tours include safety training cars from the Firefighters Education and Training Foundation, as well as equipment provided by the Union Pacific Railroad.The module-based training curriculum is designed to meet the needs of various stakeholder groups, including: • Railroad Training Modules - Training material covers railroad response activities, railroad locomotives and railroad tank cars. • Hazmat Training Modules - Classroom and field training includes hazardous materials, and the basics for responding to incidents involving toxic inhalation hazard (TIH) materials and flammable gases. • Advanced Training Exercises – Customized, hands-on training in specialized tank car activities, including use of C-kits, fittings repair, and live-action emergency response drills involving simulated incidents. To get more information about training course content and training equipment, please visit http://www.dow.com/TranscaerTours  [Thanks to Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this item. See also ISCO Newsletter No 100 of 15th October, 2007]

NRC AND CITGO EXTEND EMERGENCY RESPONSE SERVICES CONTRACT

National Response Corporation (NRC) is pleased to announce the extension of its long-term relationship with CITGO Petroleum Corporation. Under a new two-year contract, NRC will provide supplemental emergency response services for all of CITGO's refineries, terminals and pipelines throughout the United States. "We are pleased to maintain our support of CITGO's emergency response needs," commented Jim Godfrey, NRC Vice President of Operations. "Since 1995 we have enjoyed a close relationship with CITGO, having them continue to place their trust in NRC is gratifying." "With NRC, CITGO has access to some of the best emergency response capability in the United States," said Rixio Medina, CITGO Vice President Health, Safety, Security, Environmental Protection and Shared Services. "It’s good to have them as a supplement to our emergency response team.". National Response Corporation is a SEACOR Environmental Services group company.   http://www.nrcc.com
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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