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IMO MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE ADDRESSES OPRC – HNS IMPLEMENTATION
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In the picture: ISCO Chairman, David Usher (right) and ISCO Honorary Member, Dr Douglas Cormack (left) at the MEPC Meeting in London.  Member of Executive Committee, Rear Admiral M. L. Stacey (not in picture) was also in the ISCO delegation to MEPC.

The MEPC considered the report of the seventh meeting of the OPRC‑HNS3 Technical Group, held in the week prior to the Committee’s session, and approved the final text of the draft Evaluation guideline for the validation of newly‑developed and revised OPRC-related model courses. The committee also urged Member States and industry to provide financial support to fund the participation of delegates from developing countries in the Fourth R&D Forum on hazardous and noxious substances in the marine environment, to be held in conjunction with Interspill 2009, which will take place in Marseille, France, from 12 to 14 May 2009. http://www.imo.org/
SEA ALARM FOUNDATION SHORT-LISTED FOR SEATRADE AWARD
The Sea Alarm Foundation has been shortlisted for the most prestigious of all awards in the maritime sector – the internationally renowned Seatrade Awards, sometimes dubbed the “Oscars for Shipping“. Roelf de Boer, Chair of Sea Alarm, stated that “making it to the short-list for a Seatrade Award in the ‘Protection of the Marine and Atmospheric Environment’ category is in itself a great honour when you see the list of those companies and organizations that have won in the past and those that have been nominated in this special 20th Anniversary year. Getting this far serves as recognition of Sea Alarm’s important role and considerable achievements to date in increasing the professionalism and effectiveness of oiled wildlife response capabilities and networks across Europe.” Roelf de Boer will attend the Award Ceremony at the historic Guildhall in the City of London on 21 April, accompanied by Vice-Chair Dr Ian White and General Manager Hugo Nijkamp. The event will bring together la crème de la crème of the maritime industry, presided over on this Anniversary occasion by a very special guest, Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal, The Princess Anne. All the guests are kept in suspense as the winners are chosen just hours before the Award ceremony by a panel of independent industry leaders, chaired by Efthimios Mitropoulos, Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization.

Huge increase in pollutant recovery by salvage teams

International Salvage Union (ISU) members recovered over 1.1 million tonnes of pollutants during salvage operations last year, a huge increase on 2006. During 2007, emergency assistance was provided worldwide for 282 vessels with cargoes and bunkers threatening pollution (an increase of over 20% on the 233 casualties recorded in the 2006 Survey). The results of the ISU’s latest Annual Pollution Prevention Survey show that oils, chemicals, other pollutants and bunker fuel recovered last year totalled 1,101,440 tonnes, as against  566,793 tonnes in 2006. This amounts to an increase of over 94%. Thirty eight of the ISU’s members contributed data for the latest annual survey. In 2007, ISU salvors recovered the following potential pollutants: 83%, crude oil (and diesel oil) 909,521 tonnes (400,581 tonnes in 2006); 5%, chemicals 57,506 tonnes (5,635 tonnes); 2%, other pollutants (e.g. gasoline, slops, dirty ballast, etc) 25,147 tonnes (88,313 tonnes);10% bunkers 109,266 tonnes (72,264 tonnes) The volume of crude oil recovered showed a steep increase of over 125% on the 2006 figure of 400,581 tonnes. The volume of chemicals, at 57,506 tonnes, represents a recovery to typical annual levels, from the abnormally low figure of 2006.  In contrast, the tonnage of “other pollutants” fell to 25,147 tonnes, from over 88,000 tonnes in 2006. The volume of bunkers recovered in 2007 increased, but not by the same margins as crude oil and chemicals. In 2006 the figure was 109,266 tonnes, an increase of just over 50% on the 2006 figure.

ISAA CHAIRMAN AWARDED HONORARY MEMBERSHIP OF ISCO
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Dr Douglas Cormack, Chairman of the International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) has been awarded Honorary Membership of ISCO. As the former Chief Scientist at the British Government’s Marine Pollution Control Unit and head of the UK’s first government agency, the Warren Spring Laboratory, Douglas is a well known and highly respected figure in the spill response community. He was a founder member of ISAA and was responsible for much of the work done in developing the systems and procedures used to assess oil spill response organizations (OSROs) for the purposes of accreditation. ISAA was established to raise spill response standards.

Scientists work on clay spray to help clean Arctic oil spills

This is a follow-up to the article in last week’s Newsletter with some more information on this report. “Government scientists on Canada's east coast are working on new technology that could help clean up oil spills safely in the Arctic Ocean. A team of federal researchers at the Centre for Offshore Oil and Gas Environmental Research in Dartmouth, N.S., is developing a clay substance that can help break down spilled oil in ice-choked waters.The clay particles would be sprayed out of fire hoses already present on marine vessels. Centre director Ken Lee, who is heading up the research project, says using clay would be safer and more environmentally friendly than burning off the spilled oil or applying chemicals to it to break it down. "This is a process that occurs in nature," Lee told CBC News. "We're not adding chemicals that may have a toxic effect that we also have to worry about on top of the process itself."Lee's team has tried out the clay-based mixture off the coast of Quebec, but they still have to do more testing before it can be used on Arctic spills, he said.” You can read more about this at http://www.cbc.ca/canada/north/story/2008/04/02/arctic-spill.html
INDIA: OSRL HOLDS DISCUSSIONS WITH ONGC

ONGC Director (Onshore & Safety) A K Hazarika (extreme right) with OSRL Chief Executive Archie Smith (extreme left) The Indian oil major has worked out a strategy to strengthen its oil spill response capability and enhance preparedness to respond to any contingency, after consultations with United Kingdom’s Oil Spill Response and East Asia Response Limited (OSRL) recently. ONGC CMD R S Sharma met OSRL Chief Executive Archie Smith at Delhi on 2nd April 2008, for strategising the Response plan. The high-level talk was followed up by detailed discussions between ONGC Director (Onshore & Safety) A K Hazarika, and the OSRL team.
 http://www.ongcindia.com/def1.asp?fold=headline&file=headline108.txt  Commenting on the meeting, Archie Smith told the ISCO Newsletter that “ONGC is expanding both domestically and overseas. They are taking oil spill issues very seriously. I think that is good to hear and I am sure we will all see some significant developments in India particularly as the Coast Guard now has a clearer brief to manage oil spills and is getting the resources. They, in turn, are expecting industry, including ports and harbours, to carry their responsibilities better”.
ECUADOR : EXPERT: CHEVRON SHOULD PAY $16B FOR AMAZON WASTE
A court-appointed expert has recommended that Chevron Corp. pay up to $16 billion for allegedly polluting the Ecuadorean Amazon. Chevron on Wednesday called the expert biased, and the trial a farce. The class-action lawsuit by 30,000 jungle settlers and Indians alleges the San Ramon, California-based company failed to clean up billions of gallons of toxic wastewater produced by Texaco Petroleum Co., which Chevron acquired in 2001. The court in the jungle town of Lago Agrio confirmed the multibillion-dollar damage total to The Associated Press on Wednesday. It was tallied by geological engineer Richard Cabrera, but has yet to be approved by a judge. Plaintiffs lawyer Pablo Fajardo told the AP that Cabrera recommends Chevron pay at least $8 billion in damages, and possibly another $8 billion representing company savings by operating recklessly. "This is a significant advance because it gets us closer to the end of the trial," Fajardo said. Chevron denies the allegations and says Texaco, which ended its Ecuador operations in 1992 after three decades, followed Ecuadorean environmental laws in a $40 million cleanup, which the government approved in 1998. The oil company says Cabrera is not qualified to make the analysis and has questioned his impartiality. "This trial is a farce," said Ricardo Reis Viega, Chevron's vice president for Latin America. Chevron, which has the right to appeal the findings, has complained that Cabrera sees Texaco as the only company that could have polluted the jungle, even though it was a minority shareholder in an agreement with state oil company Petroecuador. "The court's appointee has knowingly violated the judge's orders and delivered a report that is biased and scientifically indefensible," Viega said. "No legitimate court in the world would permit such a charade." He said Chevron will ask the court to throw out the case on the basis that Chevron was not informed of when the report would be presented. Fajardo called Chevron's attacks on Cabrera an act of desperation. "I think that anyone who tells the truth in this trial will be poorly viewed" by Chevron, he said. The plaintiffs tried for a decade to have their case heard in a U.S. federal court before shifting their battle to a makeshift courtroom in ramshackle Lago Agrio in 2003.               Video:  http://cbs5.com/environment/chevron.amazon.pollution.2.690706.html [Thanks to Don Johnson of DG and Hazmat Group for forwarding this report from CBS]
UK: Funding for clean-up of nuclear sites is unsustainable, say MPs

The way in which the £73bn clean-up of Britain's nuclear sites is funded is unsustainable and in urgent need of reform, the government is warned today. More taxpayers' money is also likely to be required to finance the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA), according to the cross-party business and enterprise committee of MPs. "We believe nuclear decommissioning is too important to be left to the mercy of changing priorities in the Treasury and uncertain commercial income and we urge the government to begin work to resolve this issue urgently," said the committee chairman, Peter Luff. You can read the complete text  in The Guardian at
 http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/apr/07/nuclearpower.energy
CLEAN GLOBE INTERNATIONAL BUYS A 26% SHARE OF ECOSHELF LTD.

Clean Globe International (CGI), member of the Oil Spill Response company Lamor Group, expands it operations in Russia by acquiring a 26% share of Ecoshelf Ltd.  Ecoshelf Ltd is a 10 year old environmental service company operating on Sakhalin Island in Russia. Ecoshelf specializes in oil spill response, waste management and other environmental protection services. The annual turnover is approximately 20M EUR and the company employs in excess of 200 persons. Ecoshelf’s main customers are Russian and international Energy Companies. “We are proceeding in Russia according to the business plan. Through EBRD (European Bank for Reconstruction and Development), Finnfund and NEFCO financing we are able to grow the company on a fast pace by investing in oil spill response and waste management in a way that supports the company’s ability to form wider strategically valuable service agreements together with its customers. Lamor Group’s Clean Globe International supports the local company and its client base through its global expertise network”, said Lamor Group’s Chairman Bent Larsen. “In our 10 year existence, Ecoshelf Ltd. has grown steadily. With a strong partner like Clean Globe International, we can now provide the best solutions for our customers on the Island. The first investments in new equipment has been agreed and we have a plan to invest more than 50M € in new technologies during the next three to five years, using the financial strength that Clean Globe brings as a shareholder”, says Ecoshelf Senior Project Manager, William Stillings. The acquisition is financed by the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the Finnish Fund for Industrial Cooperation Ltd, Finnfund and Nordic Environment Finance Corporation, NEFCO. For additional information, please contact: Rasmus Guldbrand, CEO, Clean Globe International, tel. +358 20 7650 100; William Stillings, Ecoshelf Ltd. - Sakhalin, Tel. +7-914-755-1868

NIGERIA: GUIDELINES FOR OIL SPILL MANAGEMENT UNDERWAY

In a closed door meeting with ExxonMobil officials led by the company lead country Manager and Managing director, Mr. John Chaplin in Eket, Akwa Ibom State, the director general of National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA), Dr. Bamidele Ajakaiye, said before the year runs out specific guidelines on spillage management and compensation would be out for all oil companies to operate with. Dr. Ajakaiye, who was at Mobil Producing Nigeria (MPN) on a 3- day visit as part of his tour of major oil firms to verify their level of preparedness on oil spill prevention and response, said, as soon as the guidelines from NOSDRA are in place, problems on compensation will be a thing of the past as standards will be set for all to follow. He disclosed that quite a number of petitions on oil spillage have been received from the people by the Minister of Petroleum on spillage and other problems involving oil companies, “we have agreed to produce a document on compensation rate and steps to be taken if it (spillage) occurs”.
 http://www.thetidenews.com/article.aspx?qrDate=04/06/2008&qrTitle=Guidelines%20for%20oil%20spill%20management%20underway&qrColumn=FRONT%20PAGE
PORTUGAL: RIOS WORKSHOP – REDUCING THE IMPACT OF OIL SPILLS

An international workshop will be organised in Algarve (Portugal) on 17-19 April 2008 with the objective of gathering stakeholders to discuss research needs regarding marine oil pollution. The RIOS project is focused on minimising the negative impacts of oil spills on the wildlife. The main objective of this specific support action is to develop an action plan for future research in the area of rehabilitation of oiled animals and to stimulate contacts and future cooperation with scientists/researchers, marine wildlife rehabilitators, zoological professionals, veterinarians, biologists, NGOs, the oil industry and governmental organisations. The projects' consortium is composed of Nordeconsult (Sweden), Sea Alarm Foundation (Belgium) and Zoomarine (Portugal). The consortium will work in cooperation with the experts group to identify the state-of-the-art and the research priorities. The results will provide inputs for a future strategy on mitigation, risk assessment, management and rehabilitation options of animals (e.g. oiled birds). Furthermore, RIOS-project aims at potentially help the preparation of the future Framework Programme, by developing an action plan for research activities relating to the recovery activities after oil spills. The action plan will include future research priorities identified by all relevant stakeholders during the course of the project.  http://www.nordeconsult.com/RIOS/ 

USA: New Webinar Focuses on Personal Protective Equipment

Employers in USA have until May 15, 2008 to comply with OSHA's new Employer Payment for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) rule. To help clarify OSHA's PPE Standard, the National Safety Council (NSC) will host a Webinar on April 23, 2008 from 10 to 11 a.m. CST. Jim Maddux from OSHA's Directorate of Standards and Guidance will present a 60-minute interactive web-based seminar that explains the guidelines OSHA
published in this regulation. In addition, he will answer questions on compliance with the PPE Standard during the live Q&A session. To register, visit http://www.nsc.org/webinars/042308.htm or call NSC Customer Service at 800-621-7615. [Thanks to Gregory Banner of  Hazmat 101 for this news which will be of interest to our readers in the US]

IPIECA TIERED PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE GUIDE

For our readers in Russia … note that this guide in now available in Russian language.  http://www.ipieca.org/activities/oilspill/oil_publications.php#20
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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