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ISCO AGM AT IOSC, SAVANNAH

ISCO will hold its 2008 Annual General Meeting on 7th May, 2008. The venue is Meeting Room 203 at the International Oil Spill Conference at Savannah, Georgia, USA. Members are requested to attend the Business Meeting from 5.30 – 6.15 p.m. This will be followed by an Open Meeting from 6.15 - 7.00 p.m. to which all are welcome. During the Open Meeting a distinguished guest speaker will give a short presentation – more details of this later.

ISCO WELCOMES SEA ALARM FOUNDATION AS A NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER

The Sea Alarm Foundation is an initiative by individuals and organisations involved in spills where birds and mammals became oiled. It was generally felt that lessons from passed spills should be learned. Under the umbrella of Sea Alarm constructive steps have been taken to involve those parties with a degree of responsibility during oil spills (including wildlife responders, relevant government agencies, international government and non-governmental organisations [NGOs], and leading parties in industry) in a setting up a strategic programme of action. It is in dialogue with all these parties that Sea Alarm has taken the role of facilitator to improve the state of preparedness throughout Europe. Results from Sea Alarm's work are increasingly applicable on a global scale. 
http://www.sea-alarm.org/
Cleaning up after nerve agents

A new decontamination agent devised by US chemists can deactivate toxic chemicals such as nerve agents and pesticides - leaving only non-toxic, easily disposable by-products, according to research in the New Journal of Chemistry. The work could lead to cheaper and more effective cleanup of contaminated sites such as chemical weapons stockpiles. Existing methods for destroying nerve agents, such as treatment with bleach, are limited. Nerve agents in chemical weapons are often found as chemical mixtures, and bleach reacts indiscriminately - even explosively - with many chemicals such as propellants.   It is also corrosive to other materials and surfaces. Other approaches such as alkaline hydrolysis have several drawbacks, including low solubility and slow reaction rates. Furthermore some decontamination methods give by-products, such as thioic acids, which are almost as toxic as the original nerve agent. Now David Atwood (University of Kentucky, Lexington, US), Daniel Williams (Kennesaw State University, US) and co-workers have developed a destruction method based on dealkylating agents. Organophosphate-based nerve agents and pesticides can now be cleaved in a single reaction. "This research demonstrates the first technique whereby nerve agents or pesticides can be made inactive in a direct reaction. The resulting non-toxic by-products would be solids that could be easily handled or disposed of," explains Atwood. Looking to the future, "the technology could also be used to decontaminate vehicles or other objects that have been exposed to nerve agents", he adds.   http://www.rsc.org/AboutUs/News/PressReleases/2008/NerveAgents.asp
BioCheck™ Introduces Powder Screening Test Kit
The BioCheck™ Powder Screening Test Kit is an inexpensive test used by first responders as a first step to investigate suspicious powders for bioterrorism agents.  The Kit works by quickly identifying the presence or absence of a biomolecule found in all living materials and many toxins.  It therefore provides a rapid screen for the possible presence of multiple bioterrorism agents such as anthrax and ricin toxin, while ruling out most of the ordinary substances that citizens have frequently feared to be possible weapons of mass destruction (WMD).  The protocol is fast and easy to perform: results are obtained in five minutes or less without instrumentation.  A sample is first collected on two swabs then each swab is immersed in a solution that produces a color change only if the agent being tested for is present.  The kit also contains a control that is used to confirm that a negative result is not due to a failure of the test.  The product is now a primary screening test used by more than 200 fire departments and other first responders including a dozen federal agencies.  For more information, visit http://www.biocheckinfo.com
USA: CALIFORNIA ADOPTS NEW INITIATIVES TO FIGHT POLLUTION

The new initiatives will improve California Department of Fish & Game´s authority by:
1) Requiring the State Office of Oil Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) within the California Department of Fish & Game to plan for prevention of and response to oil spills in inland waters and on land. 2) Requiring that fines and penalties for these spills be raised to the same levels authorized for marine spills. This measure will correct an inequity in the state´s ability to respond to these oil spills, where more than 75 percent of all oil spills occur on inland waters and on land. According to statistics, the state responds to less than one third of reported inland oil spills. These spills pose a very significant threat to public safety, water quality and the environment.  http://www.californiachronicle.com/articles/57613
RUSSIA: Regulator puts Kerch Strait oil spill damages at $867 mln

 Last November's fuel spill in the Kerch Strait has inflicted damages totaling 20 billion rubles ($867 million), according to Russia's environmental regulator. A storm in the strait between the Black and Azov seas sank four ships, and six ran aground damaging two oil tankers on November 11, causing a spill of around 2,000 metric tons of fuel oil and death. "The damage is now estimated at 20 billion rubles," said Vladimir Kirillov, head of Rosprirodnadzor. Kirillov said, however, that the maximum insurance payout will only reach 115 million rubles ($5 million). In November, the environmental watchdog estimated the damage at 6.5 billion rubles ($280 million). Experts said petrochemical concentrations in the Kerch Strait following the storm were 50 times higher than maximum permissible levels. Some 50,000 birds have so far died as a result of the oil slick. The fuel penetrates birds' plumage causing hypothermia, and is ingested, usually with fatal results. Ukrainian officials said they planned to charge Russian ship-owners over $1 billion for the damage caused by the spill. Russian and Ukrainian officials are scheduled to meet at the site later this month for talks. http://en.rian.ru/russia/20080409/104200845.html  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group]

SPAIN: COST OF THE PRESTIGE OIL TANKER DISASTER IS €938 MILLION AND RISING

The amount is the latest calculated by the Spanish state lawyers, but still does not include personal claims or that from the French Government. The Spanish state is to demand 938 million € from those it considers responsible for the damage caused by the Prestige Oil Tanker disaster off the coast of Galicia. The new sum has been printed in El País which says that the calculation includes the 796 million € in damages fixed in 2005, 163 million € in payments to the Spanish regions which took part in the clean up operation and 68 million € for the compensation and financing of the treatment of the waste when found at sea. However this new amount does still not include the payments to any individuals who might have been affected by the tragedy, or the monies being demanded by the French Government, and the size of both those final quantities remains a mystery. The largest environmental disaster in Spanish history began during a fierce storm off Galicia’s Coast of Death, la Costa da Morte, on 13th November 2002, as the Prestige oil tanker was sailing from Latvia to Gibraltar, to its ultimate destination of Singapore. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this report]  http://www.typicallyspanish.com/news/publish/article_15986.shtml
OHMSETT TO Host Oil Spill Training Course

Ohmsett, The National Oil Spill Response Test Facility will host an Oil Spill Training Course on June 9-13, 2008. This one-week course is taught by first-class instructors from Texas A&M University National Spill Control School. Designed with oil spill response personnel in mind, it is the only program where students practice hands-on oil recovery operations in the test basin using real oil. During the five-day course, students will learn the decision-making and responder skills essential to efficient oil spill response/recovery operations. The program also incorporates NIMS Incident Command Systems training, Series I-100 and   I-200 plus the Incident Management Handbook and ICS forms, all of which are integrated into a table-top spill response exercise the last day of the training.  Upon completion, students will receive a certificate of completion which includes the 8-hour HAZWOPER refresher. Registration forms as well as a brief description of the course and registration forms can be found on the Ohmsett website at http://www.ohmsett.com/Training.html For more information, please contact Susan Cunneff at 732-866-7185 X12 or send e-mail to scunneff@ohmsettnj.com
MORE INFO ABOUT THE WHISKY BY-PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT FOR SITE REMEDIATION

See the article in newsletter of 17th March, 2008 – here is some more info - The designers claim that the DRAM is the first technology that can remove metal contaminants at the same time as degrading organic pollutants such as pesticides. No intervention is required to apply it to contaminated sites as it can use existing infrastructure and remain in place unobtrusively for years. Because no earthworks are needed its application is relatively cheap meaning that low-value land that might not have been regenerated before could now be considered. http://www.environmental-expert.com/  (Registration Required)

New monitoring tools for petrol additive MTBE in groundwater
Methyl tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE) is a petrol additive which can contaminate groundwater supplies. MTBE often breaks down naturally in the environment, but regulators need to be certain that this is taking place. New research highlights a number of tools in development that may offer better data on spilled MTBE in the environment, and improve the ability to monitor its degradation. MTBE is added to petrol to make it burn more cleanly and efficiently, by helping to raise the fuel’s oxygen content. New monitoring tools for MTBA contaminated sites include compound-specific isotope analysis (CSIA), stable
isotope tracers (e.g. Bio-Sep probes) and molecular (nucleic acid) tools. CSIA can provide a snapshot of MTBE degradation and is particularly well suited for monitoring of anaerobic environments. Access the complete article at http://www.environmental-expert.com/  (Registration Required)

New technology would detect traces of oiL
Dr. Erin Bromage works on preparing one of his biosensor machines that could be placed into New Bedford Harbor in the summer.[image: image2.wmf] 


A UMass Dartmouth professor, in collaboration with a Virginia school, is developing biosensor technology to quickly detect traces of oil in water. Since environmental managers could pinpoint pollution within minutes, rather than wait for laboratory results, the technology would allow for rapid response to accidents. This invention could prove beneficial for New Bedford Harbor and Buzzards Bay. The biosensor can yield results in three to five minutes, while normal tests can take days or weeks, said Dr. Erin Bromage, a UMD assistant professor of biology since Aug. 2007. "We can continually sample water and essentially know in real time if there is an oil spill," said Dr. Bromage, who is working with the Virginia Institute of Marine Science at the College of William & Mary. The Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine Environmental Technology recently awarded them $400,000 for their project. The cooperative is a partnership of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of New Hampshire. Richard Langan, the cooperative's UNH co-director, said in a news release: "This project was selected for its potential to transform research into a practical, accessible tool that coastal resource managers need to support their communities and protect the environment." The technology uses antibodies that react to components of oil. The antibodies are designed to bond with the components. When they do bond with the target, there is a slight modification of the antibodies that is detected by electrical equipment connected to the biosensor, Dr. Bromage said.
 http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080405/NEWS/804050312/-1/news
The S.E.T.N. Annual Environmental Technology Conference – 2008

This annual event is on the 15th of May this year and will be held at the South Hall, Pollock Halls in Edinburgh. The event is divided into two parts, with the morning session for presentations and the afternoon for 1-to-1 sessions with experts on technology, funding, support for SMEs, IP issues, etc. There will be stands and exhibits from some of our members and other stakeholders and of course plenty of time for networking. The event is FREE to attend and FREE parking is available on the Pollock Halls campus. Early registration is advised as numbers are limited.  For more information and to register email Lilly Hunter at lilly.humter@ed.ac.uk
AYLES FERNIE WINS UK MCA AND QATAR PETROLEUM TENDERS FOR DISPERSANT SPRAY SYSTEMS

[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]


UK dispersant spray system specialist, Ayles Fernie International recently announced their success in winning 2 significant tenders with their unique AFEDO™ Nozzle dispersant application systems. The AFEDO™ Nozzle Technology represents an effective alternative to dispersant spray arms (or booms) and when combined with portable diesel pump units, these “Twinspray” systems provide a true “Vessel of Opportunity” capability.  Both the UK MCA and Qatar Petroleum selected the BOATSPRAY 100-TS systems to meet their requirements for portable and operationally flexible dispersant application systems and the MCA have ordered the equipment in containerised form for maximum portability and protection in the challenging marine environment. Ayles Fernie has now sold over 60 AFEDO Nozzle systems to a wide variety of customers including Oil Companies, Shipyards, Ports & Harbours and Oil Spill Responders.  The BOATSPRAY 100-TS will be exhibited for the first time at the International Oil Spill Conference in Savannah in May 2008. http://www.aylesfernie.co.uk
NEW DOWNLOADS ON ISCO WEBSITE

Two new downloads are on the Downloads Pages, both contributed by Kenny Salmon of Briggs Environmental Services Ltd. – Pollutant in soil volume calculator and Pipeline Volume Calculator. Please copy and save these Excel files on your own PC before using.

New version of WISER now available

For those not familiar with WISER (Wireless Information System for Emergency Responders), it is a free hazmat data base that can be downloaded to a PDA, laptop or other computer device.  It is supported by the National Institute of Health/ National Library of Medicine. You may download it from the WISER web site, or access the on-line version, WebWISER.  [Thanks to Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this info]

GLOBAL INCIDENT MAP.COM

See what is happening within minutes of it happening ..... [Thanks to James T. Belala of DG & Hazmat Link for forwarding this link]  http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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