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ISCO AT IOSC, SAVANNAH

Conference and Exhibition Opening Ceremony, Live Music and Refreshments

ISCO and Marine Pollution Control Corp. are the co-sponsors of the Opening Ceremonies for the IOSC Conference and the opening of the Exhibition Hall at 4.00 p.m. on May 5. This promises to be a spectacular event with a marching band that will progress up and down the aisles to an area with live music and two free libations, after which the music and a no-host bar will continue until 7.30 p.m.

Invitation to ISCO Open Meeting

The distinguished guest speaker at the ISCO Open Meeting will be a representative from the International Maritime Organisation (IMO).  Friends and everyone interested in the work of ISCO are cordially invited to come. The Open Meeting is at 6.15 p.m. on Thursday 7th May in Meeting Room 203.

ISCO AGM : Reminder for ISCO Members

The Annual General Meeting is at 5.30 p.m. on Thursday 7th May in Meeting Room 203. Please be sure to come along.

All systems go as IMO moves back to move forward

As of 22 April 2008 IMO is fully operational, once again, from its Headquarters on London's Albert Embankment, following a 20-month period in temporary accommodation while the Headquarters building underwent major refurbishment. The first major meeting to be held in the refurbished Headquarters will be the 84th session of the Maritime Safety Committee (7 to 16 May) and the building will be formally re-opened in a special ceremony in mid-June to coincide with the 100th session of the IMO Council. Although the IMO building is largely unchanged externally, internally the changes are dramatic. IMO staff and delegates to the Organization's meeting now have a building that reflects the very latest technological, IT and communication facilities of the 21st century and which also incorporates state-of-the-art safety, security and occupational health features. Enhanced meeting, office and catering facilities for both delegates and staff have created a modern workspace to meet the Organization's current and future needs. For the complete story - http://www.imo.org/
SEATRADE PERSONALITY 2008
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Efthimios Mitropoulos, Secretary-General, International Maritime Organization, was named Seatrade Personality 2008 in recognition of his outstanding leadership of the Organisation over the last five years, and in particular his strong response to the need for a holistic and multilateral IMO reaction to worldwide concern about air emissions from ships.  Mr Mitropoulos was elected Secretary General of the IMO in November 2003.

Efthimios Mitropoulos received the Seatrade Personality 2008 Award from Guest of Honour, Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal. For full report visit -  http://www.seatrade-global.com/awards/roll_hounour08.html
SEA ALARM IS AWARDED SEATRADE CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION

The Sea Alarm Foundation has been honoured with a coveted Seatrade Certificate of Commendation, in recognition of its significant achievements in the field of oiled wildlife preparedness and response. The small, Brussels-based NGO received the Certificate as one of two runners-up in the Protection of the Marine and Atmospheric Environment category at the 20th Seatrade Ceremony Dinner, held at the historic Guildhall in London on 21 April 2008. The glittering event was graced by the presence of Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal who presented the main Awards in front of more than 350 distinguished guests. The enduring success and importance of the Seatrade Awards was highlighted by this year’s record 106 entries from 30 different countries. The organizers stressed the exceptionally high standard of the entries and consequently the difficulties faced by the expert panel of judges and assessors, chaired the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization. Given that Sea Alarm is a small NGO outside of the mainstream maritime industry, it is a remarkable achievement to even make it to the short list. Roelf de Boer, Chair of Sea Alarm, stated “Receiving this prestigious Certificate of Commendation is truly a great honour and a triumph for Sea Alarm. This recognition of what the organization has achieved during its relatively short life will spur us on to even greater heights in improving the rescue and rehabilitation of birds and other wildlife affected by oil pollution.” 
Over the past nine years, Sea Alarm has steadily progressed, becoming a major driving force that initiates and facilitates oiled wildlife response planning throughout Europe. The organization has forged strategic alliances between key stakeholders in the oil and maritime industries, with NGOs, and government authorities. Crucially it has also established a coordinated network of global wildlife response experts ready to respond within hours to an oil spill emergency threatening vulnerable wildlife. Since 2005, Sea Alarm has collaborated very closely with Oil Spill Response and East Asia Response Limited (OSRL/EARL) to further the development of global oiled wildlife response capabilities. This joint initiative has enabled both parties to benefit from each other’s expertise and experience, and has also provided essential funding for the continuation of Sea Alarm’s work. Archie Smith, Chief Executive and Director of OSRL/EARL, expressed his delight at Sea Alarm’s achievement stating, “The oil industry members of OSRL/EARL are proud to support Sea Alarm’s mission of improving the professionalism and effectiveness of oiled wildlife preparedness and response on a global scale. Being awarded a Seatrade Certificate of Commendation is indeed a great triumph that will hopefully lead to greater prominence being given to oiled wildlife issues and a consequent broadening of support for Sea Alarm’s vital work.”

CEDRE : ACCIDENTAL POLLUTION  BY HNS PRESENTATIONS

The presentations given at the 18th March 2008 Information Day can now be downloaded from the Cedre site at http://www.cedre.fr/index_gb.html
“OIL WHALE” : A NEW HIGH CAPACITY SYSTEM FOR OIL RECOVERY IN ICE WILL BE PRESENTED AT IOSC

This method for recovering oil and other floating substances from water will be presented at IOSC 2008. The development of the system has been in progress for several years. The earliest pool experiments were carried out in Pareinin (S.W. Finland) in the fall of 2005. The first full size prototype vessel designed to operate in shallow waters was test driven for the first time in October, 2007. Additional experiments took place in ice conditions in November, 2007 and at the Naantali refinery of Neste Oil Ltd. in March 2008. All the experiments carried out with the prototype vessel prove the procedure functioning excellently. More, including animations of the system in action …. http://oilwhale.com/
USA: EPA to introduce new measures to increase soil recovery at contaMiNated sites
As part of the US EPA's goal of improved environmental stewardship across its programs, the Agency has begun examining opportunities to integrate sustainable practices into the decision-making processes and implementation strategies used to remediate and manage contaminated lands. Three major efforts under this umbrella will be discussed in this seminar; 1) Green remediation, 2) soil amendments for impaired lands, and 3) renewable energy on contaminated lands.  Read complete article at  … http://soil.environmental-expert.com/resultEachPressRelease.aspx?cid=7698&codi=30428&idproducttype=8&level=0
Retired NY Firefighter Invents and Patents Portable Air Shield
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The week-long experience of retired N.Y. firefighter Jim Thomsen after 9/11 at Ground Zero volunteering to search steaming dust and rubble for survivors, made him determined to develop a protective Air Shield that might someday reduce the danger of inhaling toxic dust. Just outside Buffalo, N.Y., he found the small workshop of Ted Arts, and as partners developed new technology able to protect against anthrax or other airborne terrorism attacks. Their determination was rewarded on February 8th, 2008 as the U.S. Patent office issued patent #7326387 for the Air-Shield technology in their (PASS). Barely a week later, the urgent need was evident when deadly ricin dust was discovered at a Las Vegas Hotel. The PASS system is a suitcase sized unit that can suck in and neutralize anthrax, nerve gas, ricin, dirty bomb radioactivity and more. But not limited to rare events the PASS is used by health care, schools, emergency services for less deadly smoke, fumes, dusts, tear gas, TB, mold, etc. Read more at - http://californianewswire.com:80/2008/04/14/CNW1288_190539.php  [Thanks to Ed Kostiuk of Hazmat 101 Group for forwarding this item]

SOUTH AFRICA: EMS practises for a real disaster
Johannesburg Emergency Management Servicers (EMS) washing hydrochloric acid from victims of the disaster (Photo: Enoch Lehung, City of Johannesburg) 

Every truck which carries hazardous material has a code on the back, which tells the unit immediately which chemical it is dealing with and what precautions to take. In this case, the number 1 789 could be seen on a yellow label on the rear of the truck, indicating that this was a hydrochloric acid spill. For the simulation exercise, the truck was, however, only filled with water; using the real material would have been far too dangerous. After assessing the scene and briefing the emergency personnel, the hazardous materials unit set up a decontamination site to clean the injured. Then it was time to deal with the actual spill, where two specially trained officers, clad in bright blue level A suits, tried to contain it. Their colleagues set up special fans to blow the hazardous gasses away from the injured and, with oxygen masks, moved the patients to the decontamination area set-up away from the danger area. Read the complete story at - http://www.joburg.org.za:80/content/view/2405/168/
CANADA: Wreckage at Robson Bight to be recovered

The goal is to protect habitat frequented by whales; could cost $1 million or more to raise equipment - The provincial and federal government announced Friday a fuel tanker and other logging equipment containing pollutants will be recovered from the ocean floor near Robson Bight. But the salvage operation might not happen before the annual visit of orcas in June, said Environment Minister Barry Penner. "We'll try to avoid the time when we know they'll be there just in case something went wrong," Penner said, adding that "it's possible" the operation will be delayed until after the migration. Read the whole story at - http://www.canada.com:80/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=3e0d2067-aff9-4762-851f-49e285a983f9&k=54719 [Thanks to ISCO Member Dr Gerry Graham for sending in this story]

NIGERIA: OIL SPILL - 'WE'RE INTENSIFYING EFFORTS TO CLEAN-UP'
Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) of Nigeria, has said it is intensifying efforts to clean up oil spills on a section of its 16-inch Nun River - Kolo Creek trunkline that passes through Aguobiri community in Southern Ijaw Local Government Area of Bayelsa State. The company said this in a statement made available to THISDAY yesterday, adding that the facility, which evacuates crude oil from Nun River Flow station to Bonny, via the Trans Niger Pipeline system, was the target of 19 separate sabotage attacks in 2007. SPDC in the statement, said "Joint Investigation Teams (JITs) (comprising industry regulators, government officials and the community as well as SPDC), which examined the spills, confirmed that they occurred from deliberate hacksaw cuts and holes drilled on the trunkline.  http://allafrica.com/stories/200804170066.html  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this story]

INDIA: Pollution control vessel to be ready by October

The first sophisticated Pollution Control Vessel to patrol the seas for oil spills and other environmental exigencies is likely to be ready by October, Vice Admiral Rusi Contractor, Director General, Indian Coast Guard, said on Thursday. Addressing the eleventh National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (NOSDCP) preparedness meeting here, Mr. Contractor said the proposed induction of at least three specialised vessels by mid-2009 would shorten the response time to an emergency. [Thanks to Kenny Salmon of ISCO Member Briggs Environmental Services Ltd. for forwarding this story]
  http://www.hindu.com/2008/04/25/stories/2008042555771300.htm
Importance of Testing Satellite Phones

Iridium® Satellite is pleased to announce its partnership with ProtectingAmerica.org and the American Red Cross to promote the second annual "Test Your Satellite Phone" Week kicking off May 25, 2008.  The goal of "Test Your Satellite Phone" Week is to increase satellite phone user knowledge and help users confirm their access to the critical communication services satellite phones provide before they're needed in an emergency.  ProtectingAmerica.org is a non-profit organization consisting of emergency management officials, first responders, disaster relief experts, insurers and others.  Its mission is to establish a comprehensive, integrated national catastrophe management solution that will better prepare America.  The American Red Cross helps people prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies.  "ProtectingAmerica.org is pleased to participate in this important initiative and commends Iridium Satellite for ensuring that our emergency workers are prepared to make that critical call during a disaster," said James Lee Witt, ProtectingAmerica.org national co-chair and former director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  "Too often, emergency workers turn on their satellite phone for the first time after disaster strikes to find they do not know how to use it properly, the batteries are not charged, their service is substandard or the phone won't connect."  "We've seen first-hand what happens when cities and towns are cut off from all communication during a disaster," said Joseph Becker, executive vice president, response and recovery, American Red Cross.  "Taking precautions like testing your satellite phone can help save lives and property and we're happy to support this initiative by encouraging the first responders around the country to take heed."  "Satellite phones have increasingly become the primary or backup communications tools during a disaster when cellular infrastructure and radio towers are down," said Matt Desch, chairman and CEO, Iridium Satellite.  "Iridium is happy to have the assistance of ProtectingAmerica.org and the American Red Cross in spreading this important message to the first responder community."  Additional information on "Test Your Satellite Phone" Week may be found at -
 www.testyoursatellitephone.com.  Full Release
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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