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ISCO AT IOSC, SAVANNAH

Guest Speaker at ISCO Open Meeting

ISCO is pleased to announce that the guest speaker at our Open Meeting will be Mr Stefan Micallef, IMO Deputy Director, Pollution Response and TC Co-ordination, Marine Environment Division. IOSC delegates and exhibitors are cordially invited to come to the ISCO Open Meeting at 6.15 p.m. on Wednesday 7th May. The venue is Meeting Room 203.

ISCO AGM – Reminder for ISCO Members

The AGM will take place in Meeting Room 203 at 5.30 p.m. before the Open Meeting at 6.15 p.m. Please bring your copy of the agenda and meeting papers with you. 

NEW OIL POLLUTION RESPONSE VESSEL IN THE BALTIC SEA
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The EMSA network of stand-by oil spill recovery vessels in the Baltic Sea has been strengthened recently with the entry into operational service of the Tellus. This vessel replaces the Kasla, which has now been removed from the Baltic “pool” of oil recovery ships. The Tellus is a Swedish flagged oil products tanker, which was built in 2006 and is owned by Sirius Shipping. It has a recovered oil storage capacity of over 10 000 m³. More detailed information on the vessel is available at: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/Docs/opr/tellus_leaflet_nov2007.pdf
Contracting Out Emergency Response 
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In the picture: John Hosty is a principal of The Warsash Group in Burlington, Ontario
  Over the last 20 years the hazardous materials and environmental emergency response field has seen many changes; among the most significant of these has been a move by industry from maintaining in-house capabilities to contracting out emergency response services. Even the traditional providers within the chemical manufacturing and oil sectors have adopted this strategy. This transformation has not happened without challenges in terms of adequacy of environmental protection, response times and worker protection. There are many reasons that companies have adopted this course of action, including: fewer available human resources; a marked reduction in the frequency and severity of releases; the difficulties in maintaining skill sets of trained responders; equipment and maintenance costs; and the liabilities associated with potential personnel exposures or action from regulators. This transformation has lead to a reduced in-house capability, in particular, a reduction of trained staff and reduced equipment has lead to a higher risk of exposure when responding to releases. Exacerbating these factors is the reduced frequency and severity of incidents, due largely to reduced quantities of materials, selection of less hazardous alternatives, better packaging, secondary containment and other such prevention techniques. All this means that there are fewer people (with less and less experience) available to deal with often-difficult situations. This is from an interesting article by John Hosty of DG & Hazmat Group in HazMat Management Magazine. You can read the complete article at -
 http://www.hazmatmag.com/Issues/ISarticle.asp?id=197773&story_id=554500101241&issue=04012008&PC
NEW EMPOLLEX EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

EMSA is making final preparations to begin its new Marine Pollution Expert Exchange Programme (EMPOLLEX) in June 2008. Via this programme, national experts from participating countries will be given the opportunity to travel to other countries to gain or share professional experience in marine pollution preparedness and response. They will be given the opportunity to learn different response techniques; study the approaches taken within other services or organisations; follow training modules and/or attend workshops and exercises. As part of the programme, experts will be asked to attend a one day EMSA workshop in Lisbon, where they will be given an overview of the work at European level in the field of marine pollution preparedness and response. Through the programme, EMSA aims to promote exchange of best practice and enhance networking and cooperation between participating states. More details on the programme will be published shortly on the EMPOLLEX website at:  http://www.emsa.europa.eu/empollex
ISAA TO HOLD SPILL RESPONSE TRAINING EVENT AND SEMINAR IN SEPTEMBER

At the meeting of the International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) All-Ireland Accreditation Scheme in Dublin on 23rd April, the Steering Group took a decision to organise a major training event in September 2008. Modular training courses will be provided – theoretical and hands-on – with modules focused on the different response disciplines in which OSROs in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland can submit for accreditation. These will include inland spill response, marine response, shoreline clean-up, groundwater and polluted land remediation. There will be an accompanying seminar and both events will be open to non-ISAA members. More information later. 

2008 NOSCA SEMINAR WILL BE HELD IN BRAZIL

	The Norwegian Oil Spill Control Association (NOSCA) has announced that its15th NOSCA International Oil Spill Technology Seminar will be held in Brazil in November 2008. The event will be organised in cooperation with PetroBras. This will be a new exciting seminar that will be partly held in Rio de Janeiro and Angra dos Reis. More information will be published later on the NOSCA website at http://www.nosca.no/
Protecting the Gulf’s Marine Ecosystems from Pollution

This new publication deals with the impact of the Gulf War (1990 – 91) oil release upon the intertidal Gulf coast line of Saudi Arabia and subsequent recovery. The 1991 Gulf War oil release was over three times greater than any other oil spill in the world and left an estimated 0.9–1.9 million barrels of oil deposited intertidally on Saudi Arabian shores. Surveys conducted by Presidency of Meteorology and Environment (PME, former MEPA) and other scientific groups confirmed that all intertidal habitats were impacted, with those on the high shore particularly effected, as the oil came ashore on equinoctial spring tides. However, despite predictions of total community collapse, individual habitats could still be recognised on the basis of surviving biota. Long term monitoring of biotic recovery (1991 – 95) based on 10 transects predicted recovery times to be similar to those reported for oil spills elsewhere in the world. However, further extensive surveys in 2002–2003 found large volumes of buried oil trapped under sand on beaches and under microbial mats in salt marshes together with tarcrete pavements. These surveys revealed that 64% of mangroves, 70% of salt marshes, 88% of tidal flats, 90% of sand beaches and 90% of rocky shores remained impacted with lower diversity than that found on non-oil polluted control shores. As a result predicted recovery times were revised and extended to over a century for habitats such as marshes without tidal flushing. In 2005 funding was awarded for remediation by the United Nations Compensation Commission. The authors are Abdulaziz H. Abuzinada, Hans-Jorg Barth, Friedhelm Krupp, Benno Boer, Thabit Zahran Al Abdessalaam, David Alan Jones, Miles Hayes, Gino Sabatini, Iain Watt and Lee Weishar. Published by Birkhäuser Basel. More info - http://www.springerlink.com/content/q2wvt0j44g3p5681/


NEW REMOTELY CONTROLLED DREDGER can recover materials under FLOATING PLATFORMS

 American Pollution Control Corporation (AMPOL), an oil spill response and hazardous material remediation services company based in New Iberia, Louisiana, USA, has entered into a cooperative agreement with Tornado Motion Technologies, LLC (TMT) of El Cajon, California, USA to provide submerged oil recovery and sub-surface contaminated material remediation.  Tornado Motion Technologies, LLC (TMT) specializes in environmental dredging solutions.  The Eddy Pump has unique and patented operating characteristics that make it a perfect choice for submerged oil recovery. The TMT equipment has been engineered to safely and efficiently remove more of the contaminants completely, with a minimum of disturbance, so there is less dispersion of the sunken oil back into the water column.  Pumping rates of up to 230 cubic meters per hour at depths up to 200 Feet (60 meters) or more with booster pumps in-line can be achieved. TMT’s new Sub-Dredge is capable of dredging underneath floating platforms such as ships, floating dry-docks, barges and other obstacles without the expenses associated with moving these obstacles and getting permits.  The Sub-Dredge is completely remote operated by land/barge controls and follows the underwater terrain in order to create level cuts and eliminate over-dredging. The Sub-Dredge also comes equipped with a stinger attachment with diver-operated controls for more challenging sediment removal around debris. For more information, contact Leo Guidroz, Oil Stop Division of AMPOL at 504-361-4321, oilstop@aol.com or Kirk Headley at1-800 48AMPOL (1-800-482-6765).  
LAMOR HAS ACQUIRED BALLAST WATER TREATMENT MANUFACTURER HYDE MARINE, INC
ISCO Corporate Member, Lamor Group, a world leader in oil spill response and environmental technologies with headquarters in Vantaa, Finland, has expanded its business operations to new fields of environmental technology by acquiring full ownership of American ballast water treatment manufacturer Hyde Marine, Inc., based in Cleveland Ohio, USA. “Hyde Marine is a leader in developing ballast water technologies, and this acquisition gives us an excellent opportunity to expand our environmental technology range”, said Rasmus Guldbrand, CEO of Lamor Group. “We are most pleased to join Lamor, a strong global leader in the oil spill response market. This merger will greatly enhance Hyde’s ability to serve the ballast water treatment market worldwide”, explained Tom Mackey, CEO of Hyde Marine, Inc. It is estimated that about 10 billion tonnes of ballast water are transferred globally each year, potentially transferring from one location to another marine species that may prove ecologically harmful when released into a non-native environment. The International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Ballast Water Management Convention will soon require that all existing or newly built ships have IMO type approved Ballast Water Treatment Systems installed. About 75 000 ships over the next 10 years will need Ballast Water Treatment systems, making it a multi billion dollar market globally. “Hyde Marine’s Hyde Guardian™ Ballast Treatment System protects the maritime environment and efficiently reduces the impact of aquatic nuisance species in new ecosystems, Guldbrand said. “The territorial conquest of the latest invasive species in the Baltic Sea, the American comb jelly (Mnemiopsis leidyi) could have been prevented if IMO’s global legislation for ballast treatment would have been in force and our ballast treatment system in use, added Guldbrand. Hyde Marine has invested significant resources in the development of ballast water technologies designed to enhance the protection of the marine environment. The system is currently undergoing IMO type approval through the UK Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA) in cooperation with Lloyds Register. For further information, please contact: Rasmus Guldbrand, CEO, Lamor Group, E-mail: rasmus.guldbrand@lamor.com or phone: +358 20 7650 100 Tom Mackey, CEO, Hyde Marine, Inc., E-mail: tmackey@hydemarine.com or phone:  +1 440 871-8000, ext 112
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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