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JEAN CLAUDE SAINLOS JOINS ISCO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
[image: image2.wmf]At the Annual General Meeting of the International Spill Control Organisation held on 7th May at the IOSC Conference in Savannah, USA, Mr Jean Claude Sainlos of France was elected to the Executive Committee of ISCO. Mr Sainlos is an Environmental Lawyer who held the post of “Charge de Mission a la Mission Interministerielle de la Mer”, at the Office of the Prime Minister, Paris, from October 1978 to June 1986. He entered the UN system in June 1986 as Programme Officer at the Regional Seas Programme of UNEP, in Nairobi, Kenya. He first joined IMO in December 1988 as Director of the IMO/UNEP Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre (REMPEC) for the Mediterranean Sea, based in Malta. In June 1998 Mr. Sainlos left Malta to take up duties at IMO Headquarters in London, as Senior Deputy Director of the Sub-Division for Pollution Response and Technical Co-operation Co-ordination, in the Marine Environment Division (MED). He was promoted to Director of MED, a position in which he served from 2004 – 2006. Commenting on behalf of the Committee, Rear Admiral Stacey has said “we are delighted to welcome you to membership of the Committee where you will bring great wisdom and working experience of IMO, which will be immensely helpful in assisting ISCO to fulfil its commitments to assisting OPRC and OPRC-HNS implementation and providing support for the Integrated Technical Co-operation Programme. At the ISCO meeting Patricia Charlebois, head of the MED Pollution Response Section, gave an address on the work of the Pollution Response Section and looked forward to the contribution that ISCO could bring. Important decisions taken at the meeting included approval of a motion to increase the membership of the Executive Committee from seven to nine, this to assist the internationalisation of the Committee’s composition. A sub-committee was formed to review the ISCO constitution with the objective of recommending improvements designed to encourage additional talented individuals to become actively involved in the work of the organization.  The sub-committee will submit its report in time for consideration at the next AGM which will be held at Interspill in May, 2009 at Marseille, France. Minutes of the 2008 AGM will soon be circulated to members and published on the ISCO website.

New Executive Director of PEMSEA Announced
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PEMSEA has announced the designation of Mr. Raphael P.M. Lotilla as the new Executive Director of the PEMSEA Resource Facility (PRF). The announcement was made on 9 April by Dr. Chua Thia-Eng, Chair of the East Asian Seas Partnership Council, during a Reception hosted by PEMSEA at the 4th Global Conference on Oceans, Coasts and Islands held in Hanoi, Vietnam, from 7-11 April. http://www.pemsea.org/about-pemsea/pemsea-news/new-executive-director-of-pemsea-announced
NIGERIA: Shell Loses 30,000bpd to Militancy

The barrage of attacks on facilities of Anglo-Dutch oil giant, Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) in the Niger Delta has resulted in an average daily loss of 30,000 barrels valued at N409 million. Speaking on May 9 in a parley with newsmen, SPDC’s Pipeline Asset Manager, Mr. Chidi Izuwah further disclosed that the attacks have resulted in a spill of over 35,000 barrels of crude oil into the environment.
He said that while Shell has for safety reasons deferred 170,000 barrels per day, the company has also cut the gas supply to the Nigeria Liquefied Natural Gas (NLNG) company at Bonny from 1 million cubic feet to 500,000 cubit feet. 
According to Izuwah, the effect of the attacks on their pipelines was not only the loss of production and revenue but that of the effect of the spills on the environment and appealed to the government to do something about the poor rural folks who resort to illegal bunkering to make a living. He was of the opinion that there was a clique with specialised skills in illegal oil bunkering whom the government must tackle as a matter of urgency through the provision of effective surveillance for the oil and gas pipelines and other facilities in the region.  http://www.thisdayonline.com:80/nview.php?id=111042
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Dealing with oil leakage from the battleship Royal Oak
HMS Royal Oak, the 29,000 tonnes British battleship was torpedoed by the German U-boat that penetrated Scapa Flow’s defences in October 1939, just six weeks after the outbreak of war. This disaster in Orkney cost 833 lives. Royal Oak is a war grave. The battleship lies on its starboard side, in some 30 m of water. In recent years the seepage of oil from the hull has increased. Briggs  Marine & Environmental Services and MoD Salvage & Marine Operations (S&MO) are responsible for a long-term operation to remove pollutants. Oil from the outer hull has been successfully removed. The next phase involves pumping furnace oil from the inner hull. The equipment used for oil extraction was designed by Briggs, in conjunction with S&MO. It is based on hot-tap technology and features a diesel-driven jetting unit and abrasive water cutting equipment. This system allows the operators to cut into the hull and remove furnace oil from bunker tanks. MoD divers deploy the equipment. Helmet-mounted cameras and ROVs are used to monitor and record their work. The underwater teams are supported by Briggs Marine vessels Cameron, Guardwell and Josine, together with two barges. Around 1,000 tonnes of oil has been recovered to date. These annual operations have had a significant impact on the rate of leakage – which is much reduced. The aim is to empty all fuel tanks, so protecting the environmentally sensitive waters of Scapa Flow. 
http://www.marine-salvage.com/salvage_world/ISU%20Salvage%20World%20April%202008.pdf
CANADA: OIL SANDS DUCK DEATHS TRAGIC, IMPERIAL CEO SAYS

The death of about 500 ducks that landed in a pond of oily, toxic sludge operated by Canada's biggest oil sands producer was tragic, the chief executive of Imperial Oil Ltd said last week. Imperial has a 25 percent stake in oil sand producer Syncrude Canada Ltd, owner of the tailings pond in northern Alberta, where the ducks died earlier this week because a warning system meant to keep them off wasn't operating. "Without question, I think it was not only an unfortunate event but a really tragic one," Imperial CEO Bruce March told reporters following the company's annual meeting. "I'm deeply disappointed and I know the Syncrude leadership team shares that disappointment." Migrating waterfowl are supposed to be kept from the poisonous wastewater ponds at the mines, where massive shovels pull tonnes of oil-laden sand from the ground, by sound-cannons that simulate gunfire. But a winter storm had delayed deployment of the system, a Syncrude spokesman said. The fate of the ducks has focused more attention on the environmental costs of exploiting the oil sands, where more than C$100 billion is being poured into projects to tap the biggest storehouse of oil outside the Middle East. Read the full story at: http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/48195/story.htmUSA [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this news item]

ABU DHABI ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY LAUNCHES ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGY 

The Environment Agency Abu- Dhabi (EAD) has launched the Abu Dhabi Environment Strategy 2008-2012, considered a ‘Roadmap to the Future’. The EAD says the strategy sets a benchmark for monitoring changes over the next five years, outlines the Emirate’s environmental long-term vision, mission and goals and provides a plan for action. It sets out two-year and five-year targets in 10 priority areas: Environmental Sustainability; Water Resource Management; Air Quality; Hazardous Materials and Waste Management; Biodiversity Management; Environmental Awareness; Environment, Health and Safety Management System; Organizational Efficiency; Emergency Management; and  Environmental Information System.  http://www.futurefuelsme.com/news/2008/news_08_220.html
BRAZIL: NORSUL 12 / NORSUL VITORIA INCIDENT

Alpina Briggs was mobilized on Thursday 31/01/08 to attend an incident at Sao Francisco do Sul in the State of Santa Catarina South of Brazil. Late on Wednesday night 30/01/08 during bad weather the 10,000 DWT covered deck loading barge NORSUL 12 with a cargo of hot rolled steel coils accompanied by the 6,500 HP pusher tug NORSUL VITORIA were approaching the Port of Sao Francisco do Sul after picking up the Pilot at the entrance of the main navigation channel. As the NORSUL 12 proceeded towards the Port she suddenly took a violent roll then both vessels, NORSUL 12 and NORSUL VITORIA capsized. As soon as the sea conditions calmed, Alpina Briggs deployed a containment boom around both casualties to contain any oil leaking from the capsized vessels. Alpina Briggs were awarded two contracts, one with NORSUL the owners of the vessels for the containment and recovery of oil that had leaked from the casualties, and a second with the Dutch salvage company SMIT for the recovery of oil remaining onboard the casualties. [This article contributed by Capt. Bill Boyle, ISCO Member of Council for Brazil]

DESIGNATED PERSON … SUPERHERO OR FALL GUY ?

The Nautical Institute International Command Seminar series returns this year, and the first of four global events is to be held in Antwerp, Belgium in June. The aims of the Command Series are to identify and debate just how stakeholders in the maritime industry can prepare and support the 21st Century command team more effectively. The 2008 series title is “The Command Team and The Designated Person - Expectations, training qualifications and competence”, and is to explore the relationship between the Designated Person (DP), the command team and the rest of the shipping industry. The main focus is on the role of DP - have we created a role fit for superheroes, or is the DP just a fall guy constrained by rules and condemned to failure? For delegate bookings and information contact: The Nautical Institute on +44 (0) 207 928 1351 command@nautinst.org Elzenveld Conference Centre, Antwerp, Belgium 12-13 June 2008.  http://www.consultism.co.uk
HMIS® III - Hazardous Materials Identification System

Free Download of the HMIS® Documentation: All of the HMIS® documentation will soon be available for FREE download on the JJ Keller & Associates’ web site.  Those documents that are currently available include the following: HMIS® III Implementation Manual, Third Edition; HMIS® III: An Employee's Guide to the HMIS, Third Edition; HMIS® III Chemical Ratings Guide, Third Edition;  HMIS® Implementation Manual, Second Edition; HMIS®: An Employee's Guide to the HMIS, Second Edition; HMIS® Ratings Instruction Guide, Second Edition. Other documentation will be added as printed supplies run out.  To download your free documentation visit the JJ Keller HMIS® Resource Center.  All other support HMIS® materials (HMIS® Labels, Posters, Wallet Cards, etc.) are available for a fee. You will be asked to register when you access the free download area. http://www.paint.org:80/hmis/index.cfm
[Thanks to PC at Hazmat 101 Group for forwarding this information]

NEW INCIDENT COMMAND SOFTWARE FROM O’BRIEN OIL POLLUTION SERVICE

O’Brien Oil Pollution Service, Inc. (O’BRIEN’S) announced on May 5 at the International Oil Spill Conference the release of its CommandPro™ incident management software. CommandPro™ is the only software of its kind built by responders for responders. The software combines decades of field response experience with sophisticated technology to integrate strategy and tactics with the Incident Command System (ICS) process and documentation requirements. Utilizing the familiar ICS planning “P” as a powerful, yet intuitive interface, CommandPro™ is used by O’BRIEN’S team to streamline the command and control process and to capture strategic and tactical decision-making. CommandPro™ then easily documents the response using National Incident Management System (NIMS) fully compliant ICS forms. These features allow the Incident Management Team to properly focus their attention on effectively managing the emergency. “It’s not about filling out forms. It’s about orchestrating a complex response under challenging conditions while meeting every regulatory requirement” said Ben Benson, O’BRIEN’S Vice President of Response Services.   http://www.theobriensgroup.com
RO-CLEAN DESMI and APPLIED FABRIC TECHNOLOGIES, INC. TO MERGE

Ro-Clean Desmi A/S (RCD) of Odense Denmark and Applied Fabric Technologies, Inc. (AFTI) of Orchard Park, New York are pleased to announce that, effective September 1, 2008, AFTI will become a subsidiary of RCD.  This merger of two well-known and reputable manufacturers in the Oil Spill Control industry brings significant synergies to their respective enterprises. Dennis W. Larsen, President of RCD, welcomes AFTI into the RCD line of activities.  Dennis Larsen said, “AFTI will be a significant platform for RCD to increase our presence in the North American market by being able to provide service to our existing customers, and enhance our market penetration through the AFTI marketing organization in the USA, Canada and the Caribbean.  Additionally, the AFTI line of products will expand our Worldwide offering through both RCD’s and AFTI’s extensive range of representatives.  Finally, AFTI adds strength to the RCD product source base. Peter Lane, President of AFTI, is thrilled to have the AFTI organization become part of the RCD network.  “Our products are completely complementary with virtually no overlap or competition between the mainstays of our product ranges.  For the most part, we work in different market segments.  Now we can both offer the best of our respective products to supply our customers with what will work best for them.” 

 http://www.ro-cleandesmi.com      http://www.appliedfabric.com
SEACOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AND KAIZEN ENVIRONMENTAL SIGN A RESPONSE SERVICES AGREEMENT IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

SEACOR Environmental Services (SES), has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with KAIZEN Environmental Services (Trinidad) Ltd. (KAIZEN). The MOU for the provision of oil spill and hazardous material response emergency services in Trinidad and Tobago combines the international emergency response expertise of SES with the established presence of KAIZEN, a leading spill response, waste management, environmental and analytical services provider in the country. “SES has been increasingly active in Trinidad and Tobago over the past several years, providing Tier 1 & 2 oil spill services and conducting large scale exercises,” remarked SES International President Neil Challis. “The agreement is a natural progression for our business in the country and KAIZEN’s local resources and experience in waste management will enable us to provide a strong and comprehensive service model.” “This collaboration optimizes the established and proven synergies of both companies, creating not only potential regional business development for KAIZEN and SES but benefits for the country of Trinidad and Tobago as well,” said Doug de Freitas, President of KAIZEN. http://www.ses.seacorholdings.com
WELCOME TO NEW READERS OF THE ISCO NEWSLETTER

The editor sends his best wishes to new readers whom he met at IOPC Savannah 2008

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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