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NEW ZEALAND TO HOST World Environment Day • 5 June

World Environment Day is the United Nations flagship environmental event, celebrated every year on 5 June in more than 100 countries around the world. It was established in 1972 by the United Nations General Assembly and its commemoration is entrusted to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), whose international headquarters are located in Nairobi, Kenya. The purpose of World Environment Day is to focus worldwide attention on the importance of the environment and stimulate political attention and action. The event seeks to give a human face to environmental issues; empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues; and advocate partnership, which will ensure that all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. New Zealand’s Prime Minister Rt Hon Helen Clark said “It was with great pleasure that New Zealand accepted the invitation to host World Environment Day 2008. Climate change is the single biggest environmental issue facing the world today and I am honoured New Zealand has been invited to host this year’s event.

http://www.unep.org/wed/2008/downloads/documents/WED%20BOOKLET%202008%20LOWres%20ENGLISH-latest.pdf
BALTIC SEA AREAS: Almost twenty illegal oil discharges detected during Super CEPCO surveillance flights

Almost twenty illegal oil discharges from ships were detected in the North Sea during the world’s largest multi-national aerial surveillance operation against polluters at sea – Super CEPCO - which took place on 21-30 April along the major shipping routes connecting the Atlantic with the Baltic Sea Area. Eight surveillance aircraft from eight countries, including several HELCOM Member States, participated in the flights, during which they continuously, for 24 hours per day, surveyed the agreed route off the southern shores of Norway and in the Skagerrak area for oil pollution. Altogether 185 hours were flown by the planes. The operation remained classified until the last plane landed on 30 April in order to prevent possible offenders from discovering the surveillance activities. Up to 50 detections were made of which 17 were confirmed as mineral oil. All the confirmed illegal discharges were less than one cubic meter in size. A Norwegian ship was caught "red-handed" polluting in the Danish waters. Read more -
 http://www.helcom.fi/press_office/news_helcom/en_GB/Super_CEPCO_2008/
UK: SHIP-TO-SHIP TRANSFER REGULATIONS CONSULTATION LAUNCHED
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) has just launched a 12 week public consultation on proposal for new legislation to regulate ship-to-ship transfer operations in UK waters. The legislation regulates transfers of hazardous substances, including oil, between ships in UK territorial seas so that: -such transfers can only take place in harbour authority waters; and - the environmental impact of the transfers will be assessed. Shipping Minister, Jim Fitzpatrick, said: These measures will ensure that ship-to-ship transfer operations in UK waters continue to be of the highest standards in terms of safety and protecting the environment, and further reduces the risk of an oil spill in UK waters.
I encourage everyone with an interest in this area to submit their comments to the MCA. 

The consultation closes on 7 July. Read more at: http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mcga07-home/newsandpublications/press-releases.htm?id=6E4EB91EEA7D1DD4&m=5&y=2008
NEW TECHNICAL ADVISOR APPOINTED BY ITOPF
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Kelly Reynolds has recently joined ITOPF as a Technical Adviser.  Kelly has a degree in Maritime Environmental Management and a Masters degree in Coastal Zone Management.  Before joining ITOPF she spent 5 years working for the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency in the Counter Pollution Response Branch where she was involved, amongst other things, with the response to the beached container ship, MSC NAPOLI.  Kelly’s appointment brings the total number of staff available to respond to spills to thirteen. 
Emergency Response Guidebook 2008 (ERG2008)
ISCO Member of Council for the UK, Kevin Miller writes … “Whilst developed for North America (US, Canada & Mexico) I do know that a lot of you use the ERG as an in-field reference for initial information for responding to hazmat emergencies. The ERG has a 4 year revision cycle and the copies you are currently using are the ERG2004. So you know what that means. 2008 is when the next version will be released and guess what it has just come out. I've highlighted some of the changes below which has been provided by our supplier. If you would like to order hardcopies of the ERG2008 let me know as we have had a quantity on backorder from the beginning of the year and are likely to be one of the first in the UK to have them in stock. The ERG2008 will also be fully integrated into the next release of the HazmasterG3 software which will come out next month, so users can look out for that (http://www.hazmatlink.com/hazmasterg3.html). However, I realise that not everyone has a budget for these things so in the interest of sharing information here are some useful links to the ERG2008 which are FREE!!!! Full PDF version of ERG2008 (http://hazmat.dot.gov/pubs/erg/erg2008_eng.pdfhttp://hazmat.dot.gov/pubs/erg/ERG_Windows_Setup.exe) ERG2008 version for Windows () ERG2008 version for Windows Mobile PDAs (http://hazmat.dot.gov/pubs/erg/Erg_PocketPC_Setup.exe) The ERG is pretty simple to use but should you require training on the effective use of the ERG, HazmatLINK can provide a half day training session that can be conducted at our Hazmat Training facility or on-site. You can contact Kevin at kevin@hazmatlink.com
SEPTEMBER MEETING OF APICOM

The Association of Petroleum Industry Cooperative Managers (APICOM) was founded in 1972 and is an association of unaffiliated petroleum industry oil spill cooperative managers. The association’s 2008 meeting will be held on 10-12 September 2008 at Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. More information on the APICOM website at http://www.apicom.org/images/APICOM_Invite_final_version_-fall_2008.pdf
Fungus Could Be a Fix for Uranium Pollution

Uranium pollution from high-tech armor and munitions is one of the dangerous legacies of the wars in the Balkans and Iraq. But a naturally occurring fungus might help combat the spread of that pollution into local ecosystems. The fungus transforms the uranium into a stable form that shouldn't work its way into the food chain, a new study shows. The findings potentially could help engineers isolate the toxic metal until better ways of cleaning up all but the most heavily contaminated sites can be developed. Researchers at the University of Dundee in the United Kingdom examined whether certain natural fungi could help clean up uranium from sites in the Balkans and Iraq. They knew from past studies that some types of fungi can ingest toxic substances without apparent harm. So in laboratory experiments, they fed depleted uranium to so-called mycorrhizal fungi, which usually live in the roots of plants, taking carbon from the plants and furnishing nutrients in return. Within a few months, the team reports tomorrow in Current Biology, the mycorrhizal fungi had surrounded and chemically transformed the depleted uranium to a stable phosphate compound. Because this compound isn't a nutrient, it doesn't work its way into the food chain. Even better, this transformational ability of fungi "would work for pollution with any--depleted or not--metallic uranium and its corrosion products," says environmental microbiologist and lead author Marina Fomina. "Our findings could also be applied to cleaning up contaminated liquid wastes, metal leaching, and recycling and recovery," she says. Read the complete article at - http://sciencenow.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/2008/505/2
New chemicals agency expands its REACH

The Helsinki-based European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) will take over enforcement of the REACH legislation from June 1. REACH, an EU regulation dealing with the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemical substances, came into force last June. The ECHA will be headed by Belgian Geert Dancet, who has served as the interim executive director since last June. EU chiefs have said the new agency will "play a key role in the effective implementation of REACH" and help to deliver improved health and environmental conditions. Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said: "Properly setting up the ECHA is the next big step to make sure that REACH will work in practice. 
Much work remains to be done to protect our health and the environment from the dangers chemicals can pose.” The European Chemicals Bureau (ECB), which was established in 1993, became increasingly important in the late 1990s in the assessment and control of the risks posed by chemical substances. Its work has included the classification and labelling of dangerous substances, the notification of new substances, and export and import controls of dangerous chemicals. Following research by the ECB, the European Commission proposed new chemicals regulation in 2000, which led to the development of the REACH legislation. http://www.edie.net/news/news_story.asp?id=14603&channel=2  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this article]
Bhopal activists in India want Dow Chemical to pay for clean-up
Activists for victims of India's 1984 Bhopal gas leak said last Monday that as the owner of the former Union Carbide, Dow Chemicals should pay for a clean-up before any new business in the country. Dow Chemicals, which bought Union Carbide in 1999, 15 years after toxic gases leaked from a plant in Bhopal in central India on the night of December 3, 1984, is not "immune" to responsibilities of compensation, said activist Rachna Dhingra of the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal. The group, citing what they said was an Indian law ministry document obtained through the Right for Information Act last week, which they said holds that "irrespective of the manner in which Union Carbide has been acquired by Dow Chemicals, if there is any legal liability it would be borne by Dow Chemicals." "We are happy to say that the law ministry is saying something we have been saying all along," said Satinath Sarangi of the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal. The gas leak, described as the world's worst industrial accident, occurred when a storage tank at a Union Carbide India pesticide plant spewed deadly cyanide gas into the air in Bhopal, killing more than 3,500 slum dwellers immediately. The death toll has since climbed to more than 15,000, the government says. Survivors and activists want US giant Dow Chemical to pay for the clean-up and health damages. Dow says all liabilities were settled in 1989 when Union Carbide paid 470 million dollars to the Indian government to be allocated to survivors and families of the dead. But local court cases in India have since challenged Dow's stand and called for more compensation for victims as well as for the environmental damage. Dow Chemicals has sought help from the government and local companies such as Tata Group to settle the matter so it can proceed with investments in India estimated at one billion dollars. The Bhopal activist group however says the plant site still contains around 5,000 tonnes of toxic chemicals, which have contaminated soil and water up to five kilometres (three miles) away.
 http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5i5v04pZy7F_rf2yY_JTNMwZ-CftQ
SEMANTICS AND ACRONYMS

The International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) exists to raise response standards through accreditation of not only oil spill response contractors in the private sector but also industry “in-house” response teams and co-ops, and government-employed response teams. ISAA decided to adopt the US term “Oil Spill Response Organisations” or OSROs to denote all of these groups, but with so many OSROs now becoming involved in both oil and chemical spill response, the term OSRO no longer seems appropriate. We are now considering using the term “Spill Response Organisation” or “SRO” for short. Do any ISCO Members or Newsletter readers have any views on this?

UK: Hazchem Emergency Response Service (HERS) Scheme
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Readers should note that access to this scheme is ONLY available in the UK.

The Office of the Chief Fire and Rescue Adviser has recently publish clarification (see link below) on the commercial service known as the Hazchem Emergency Response Service (HERS). HERS is a service that is available to clients of The Hazchem Network and is also marketed by NCEC, DV Howells and OAMPS insurers. Hazchem Network has been doing tremendous work in trying to improve the standards of the packaged dangerous goods business (i.e. palletised goods, etc) and this is one of their initiatives that enables customers of the service to have quicker access to emergency response advice and spill cleanup should their goods be involved in an incident.It is important that this new scheme is not confused with the existing legal requirements of either the European ADR Regulations or GB Carriage of Dangerous Goods, and in particular the HIN or Kemler plate or the Hazchem plate with the EAC. This scheme is not an alternative to these requirements, HERS is a supplementary labelling scheme. The HERS placard should not be confused with the official UK Hazchem Scheme.The circular also highlights that the HERS helpline is not the only source of information and responders should utilise other sources of information such as placards, instructions in writing, labelling, etc. Chemsafe can still be used but it should be realised that both calls will be handled by the NCEC, so would not be separate sources of information. Also the HERS scheme is only available to HERS members as the response costs are part of their membership, for non-HERS scheme member incidents, current response and clean-up arrangements should be continued to be used. From discussion with the Office of the Chief Fire and Rescue Adviser it is also clear that they do not endorse the scheme but recognise that it does try to address a gap with incidents involving packaged goods. Personally I have only seen this on one vehicle and the placard quality on that vehicle was very poor as it had already started to fade and was just about unreadable, though this is something easily rectified by printing at the same standard as normal Hazchem placards. Anyone else seen this out on the road or had experience using the scheme? http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/fire/pdf/fsc19-2008cvg.pdf  [This item contributed by Kevin Miller of HazmatLINK]
RO-CLEAN DESMI OPENS NEW OFFICE IN SOUTHAMPTON, UK.

Mr. Leslie P. Andrews is appointed as UK Business Development Manager. Leslie Andrews has nearly 10 years of experience in oil spill combating market and will contribute to future business Developments, and Michael Dariush Foulds, who already has been involved in the oil spill business, is appointed as Regional Sales Manager. Finally Ms. Catherine Leach has been appointed Office Administrator and has more than 25 years experience - the last 8 years as Office Manager. New office address: Ro-Clean Desmi Ltd., Unit 24, Building 2, Shamrock Quay, Southampton, Hampshire SO14 5QL Tel. +44 2380829751  Email: cle.ro-clean@desmi.com  Web: http://www.ro-cleandesmi.com
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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