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the one hundredth session of the IMO Council WILL be held at IMO Headquarters, 4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 from Monday, 16 June to Friday, 20 June 2008

The provisional agenda can be viewed by clicking on the link below. The Agenda includes considerations of the reports of the Marine Environment Protection Committee and the Technical Co-operation Committee. Details of the ISCO delegation will be advised later.

http://www.imo.org/includes/blastDataOnly.asp/data_id%3D20809/1.pdf
ISCO MEETING AT IOPC, SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, USA

In the picture: David Usher, President of ISCO

ISCO held its 2008 AGM at the International Oil Spill Conference at Savannah on 7th May. Important decisions taken included a move to increase the size of the Executive Committee from 7 to 9 members in order to allow improved international representation. The Meeting also appointed a sub-committee to review the ISCO Constitution and report before the next AGM at Interspill in May, 2009. On membership, John McMurtrie advised that 20 new members had joined ISCO since the November 2007 AGM. This includes two new Members of Council – Paul Pisini (Malta) and Kevin Miller (UK).  Kevin Miller and Dr Merv Fingas were both in the ISCO delegation to the recent MEPC OPRC-HNS Technical Group meetings in Southampton. Dr Douglas Cormack, Chairman of the International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA), has become an Honorary Member of ISCO. Dr Cormack represented ISCO at the IMO MEPC meetings in London. Patricia Charlebois, Head, Pollution Response Section, IMO Marine Environment Division gave a short address in which she congratulated the organisation on having achieved Consultative Status at IMO and on having made a good start through its participation in the Technical Group and MEPC Meetings. She identified a very large OPRC and OPRC-HNS work programme in front of IMO and welcomed the contribution that ISCO would make. Now that IMO was back in its HQ she hoped that ISCO would attend MEPC and join in the World Maritime Day and 60th anniversary of the IMO Convention.  ISCO Member of Council for Canada, Dr Merv Fingas said that within the IMO Technical Working Groups there was a real need for the kind of expertise that was held by ISCO Members. This represents a great opportunity for ISCO and the people in these working groups will benefit from increased contact with ISCO members who have substantial practical experience and knowledge. Once ISCO is recognised as a source of information, people will ask for help. Probably the most important aspect will be the contact with the concerned individuals, not necessarily within the formal sessions, but also outside. Many individuals are not really aware that there are people out there who have “done it a hundred times” and know the practical realities. The full text of the AGM Minutes have been circulated to Members and published in the Members’ Area of the ISCO website.

ISCO PRESIDENT PRESENTS PAPER AT UNDERWATER ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE IN SWEDEN.

David Usher, President of the International Spill Control Organisation, is presenting a paper on Submerged Oil Recovery Operations using Manned Submersible Vehicles at the Diving Seminar being held from May 22-23 at Lysekil, Sweden. The theme of the conference is “Underwater Environment – from bottom to surface” and the event is focused on marine pollution control and the salvage of environmentally hazardous objects. More information on this and the other papers at this conference at   http://www.sitech.se/seminar/invitation2.pdf
IOSC PAPERS FROM THE ITOPF TEAM

For your interest here are links to two papers published on the ITOPF website. The first “Sunken Oil and Removal from Sunken Wrecks” is by Hugh Parker and Tosh Muller. The second “Assessing the Increasing Risk of Marine Oil Spills in China” is by Lisa Woolgar.

Sunken Oil and the Removal of Oil from Sunken Wrecks (2008)
Assessing the Increasing Risk of Marine Oil Pollution Spills in China
Readers of this Newsletter are invited to send in links to other papers that have been published and are likely to be of interest to our readers.

LLOYDS MARITIME ACADEMY Oil Pollution 2008 LONDON CONFERENCE

Thursday 26th - Friday 27th June 2008 Lloyd's Maritime Academy Training Suite, London – The Conference Chairman will be Rear Admiral Michael L Stacey, Recently advisor to Oil Spill Response and East Asia Response Limited, Member of UK Spill Association and Member of the Executive Committee of the International Spill Control Organisation (ISCO) The Conference provides two intensive days to fully explore - The latest regulation and liability for oil and chemical pollution from ships +  Discuss new trends and challenges in oil spill clean-up and spill prevention + Examine current pollution response in EU waters +  Gain insight into oil and chemical recovery techniques and salvage +  Address emergency response and contingency planning in the USA, the Western Mediterranean and the UK . This event will include a Practical Case Study - An examination of a hypothetical response scenario, analysing response priorities and clean-up techniques.
 http://www.lloydsmaritimeacademy.com/mtmarlin/marlin/system/render.jsp?siteid=20001000921&MarlinViewType=MARKT_EFFORT&marketingid=1205922116128&forcedBounce=true&proceed=true&MarEntityId=10035780877&entHash=254a47a80
INTERSPILL 2009 CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS

‘Working Together’ is the theme for Interspill 2009, to be held at Parc Chanot, Marseille, France on 12-14th May 2009. The benefits of cooperation are visible to all, and the event will aim to profile and highlight how much has been achieved thus far, as well as what can be done in the future. Building on the ‘Working Together’ theme, Interspill welcome the International Maritime Organization (IMO), who will hold the 4th R&D Forum at Marseille. The theme for this major event will be HNS in the Marine Environment. Interspill 2009 is part of a triennial series of events. The International Oil Spill Conference in the United States, the Spillcon conference in Australia and Interspill in Europe all operate on a three year cycle to ensure that there is only ONE major international event for the oil spill industry each year. The joint Conference Committee is seeking papers that address key issues within, but are not limited to, the following topics: • Oil production and transport at sea: Patterns, trends, pollution prevention and response • Oil pollution legislation and policies: National and international levels • Regional preparedness: Cooperation agreements, mutual assistance • Oil pollution impacts and restoration: Assessment, implementation • Inland water pollution from production and transport: Prevention and contingency planning • Oil slick detection and monitoring: Organisation, detection, sampling techniques and equipment, subsurface monitoring • Shoreline response: Tools and techniques, performance. Waste disposal, alternative uses of oily waste and the impact of European legislation on waste disposal • Response at sea: Rationale, tools and techniques, performance • Dispersants: Efficiency, toxicity, decision making, new developments • Rigs, wrecks and sunken oil: Tracking slicks, quantifying oil in wrecks, removal from wrecks • Heavy fuel oil versus crude oil aspects: Challenges of heavy oil response, impacts • Compensation of pollution damage caused by oil and HNS: National rules and international conventions, trends and expected evolution.
 http://www.interspill.com/PDFs/UK/Interspill09_CallforPapers.pdf
UKSPILL 08 AT SOUTHAMPTON 2-3 JULY 2008

The theme is marine pollution preparedness and response. This is an annual marine spill event with industry, government and NGO presentations, networking and, new this year, join us afloat for the on-water demonstration in the Solent on 2-3 July, 2008. The event is supported by the Maritime & Coastguard Agency, OSRL/EARL and the National Oceanography Centre, Southampton. Policy makers and NGO’s joining the event will include IMO, MCA, EA ITOPF and IPIECA. Practical expertise will come from OSRL/EARL, DVHowells, Briggs, Vikoma, Ro Clean amongst others. http://www.ukspill.org
UK Spill 08 Programme: Wednesday 2 July, 2008: 1900-2100 hrs Networking buffet supper at NOC café at National; Oceanography Centre, Southampton. Speaker – Robin Middleton, former SOSREP, on his experiences in the hot seat dealing with risks and the marine environment.  Thursday 3 July 2008: Registration and coffee on board mv Ashleigh R at Ocean Village Marina, Southampton. 1000-1015 hrs Opening remarks by Toby Stone, Head of Counter Pollution, MCA, and Mark Calvert, Chairman, UK Spill Association. 1030-1230 hrs Berth at Shamrock Quay for tour of OSRL/EARL oil spill base, keynote speech by Archie Smith CEO OSRL/EARL. Sea Alarm – presentation on oiled wildlife. Fastank & OSRL/EARL presentation on oiled wildlife equipment. Tour of Base with highlights of latest equipment including presentations by manufacturers including Vikoma, Lamor, Ro-Clean Desmi, Ayles Fernie and IAC on equipment developments and demonstrations planned. Depart Shamrock Quay for the Solent, with the OSRL/EARL spill response catamaran in attendance. 1230-1330 hrs Transit to Hamble / Hill Head area – Buffet lunch on board.  EROCIPS – the legacy from this EU project – Tony Morris Chairman EPS Oil Spill Group, Emergency Planning Officer, West Sussex County Council. CEFAS – How CEFAS monitors oil pollution – Mark Kirby. DV HOWELLS – HNS Spills, the reality for coastal pollution – Simon Valentine. BMT Cordah – MCA Sunken Oil Project – Matthew Rymell. LAMOR – Review of local and global response activities – Andrew Crawford. 1330-1500 hrs Simulated oil spill response exercise in the Solent off Fawley Refinery, commentary by Chris Morris, former Secretary General of IPIECA. MCA surveillance aircraft deployed, OSRL/EARL catamaran laying booms, skimmers, dispersant sprayers. Vikoma Hi-Sprint boom deployment from OSRL catamaran. View permanent booms, and other measures at Fawley and Hamble in this most sensitive environmental area. 1500 hrs Exercise ends, return to Ocean Village. 1500-1600 hrs Closing presentation. 1700 hrs Arrive Ocean Village – Event ends. 

uk: Health Protection Agency Records An Increase In Chemical Incidents

Given the wide use of chemicals in industry, farming and the home, there are frequent incidents involving chemicals in the UK and in other developed countries. The Health Protection Agency today reveals that it recorded 1,015 chemical incidents in England and Wales in 2007 - up five percent on the 2006 figures. Fires were the most common cause of chemical releases, accounting for 28 per cent of the 2007 total. Chemical spills were 14 per cent of the total and leaks of chemicals were also 14 per cent. Releases of vapours and gases (including carbon monoxide gas) were 15 per cent. The information is revealed in the HPA's Chemical Incident Surveillance Review 2006-2007. The incidents varied in seriousness, from a major fire at a plastics' factory in Corby, Northamptonshire, to broken mercury thermometers inside people's homes. The review highlights the HPA Chemical Hazards and Poisons Division's role in providing 24 hour, 365 days a year specialist advice on the health implications of chemical incidents to HPA Health Protection Units and other agencies, including the NHS and emergency services.
[Thanks to  Kevin Miller, ISCO Member of Council for the UK, for forwarding this report]
   http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/108141.php The full report can be downloaded at   http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1211184033548
Fixed Hydrocarbon Gas Detection on double hull tankers

Members of INTERTANKO may recall previous reports on the European Union (EU) and industry initiative at the IMO to suggest that the current standards for gas detection adopted by the majority of double hull tankers be mandated through an amendment to the SOLAS Convention. The proposed amendment would require fixed hydrocarbon gas detection systems to be installed in the ballast and void spaces of double hull tankers to ensure early detection of any cargo migration during the laden voyage. In the proposed amendment it was left up to the ship master to identify the measures to be taken should hydrocarbon vapours be detected in ballast tanks and/or void spaces. The International Safety Guide for Oil Tankers and Terminals (ISGOTT) provides industry guidelines, and masters can take various appropriate actions in such cases. One such action could be the inerting of these spaces. France, Finland and Germany have, however, submitted a new paper to the IMO suggesting that the agenda item be expanded so that consideration be given to whether the inerting of spaces where hydrocarbon gases are detected should be stipulated as the required action. http://www.intertanko.com/
ISRAEL: Ministerial Environment Committee Adopts National Contingency Plan for Preparedness and Response to Combating Marine Oil Pollution

On May 18, 2008, the Ministerial Environment Committee, headed by Environmental Protection Minister Gideon Ezra, decided to adopt Minister Ezra's proposal for a National Contingency Plan for Preparedness and Response to Combating Marine Oil Pollution. Israel has 185 km of coasts on the Mediterranean Sea and some 14 km in the Gulf of Eilat. Oil tankers unload some 12 million tons of liquid oil per year in fuel terminals along the Mediterranean and Eilat coastlines. Another 2 million tons of oil a year are exported each year through Israel's fuel terminals. According to the Marine and Coastal Environment Division of the Ministry of Environmental Protection, a severe oil spill will undoubtedly cause major environmental and economic damages in Israel.
 http://www.environment.gov.il/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object&enDispWho=News^l4097&enZone=e_news
CHINA: Radioactive material recovered after quake
China has so far recovered 30 of the 32 radioactive sources which were buried under the debris during the devastating May 12 earthquake, Minister for Environmental Protection Zhou Shengxian said. He said locations of two other radioactive sources had been detected and they would also be transported to "safe areas" soon. 
Altogether, 32 radioactive sources were buried under the debris during the 8 magnitude earthquake that struck last week, he added.
 http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/World/China_quake_Radioactive_sources_found/articleshow/3056046.cms
	


China : contamination of drinking water in quake zones
The Ministry of Environmental Protection has issued a circular urging authorities in quake zones to ensure drinking water safety. "Dead bodies, medical wastes and the repeated use of disinfectants and plague prevention drugs also pose great threats to the safety of drinking water," the circular read. Water from underground sources near quake-shattered building ruins should be avoided for human use, the circular ordered. Local health and disease prevention authorities should provide guidance to local people when fetching water from shallow wells and from rivers in the quake zone. Water plants in the quake zone should enhance their sterilization process and guard against bacteria, while environment departments increase the frequency of water quality checks, it said. Once found contaminated, the water must be immediately filtered with activated carbon or treated with advanced oxidation process if it is to be used, it said. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-05/20/content_8214419.htm
PIRATES ATTACK OIL TANKER OFF SOMALIA

Heavily armed pirates last Monday attacked and damaged a huge oil tanker off the Somali coast using machine guns and rocket propelled grenades, a Malaysian-based maritime watchdog said. Noel Choong, head of the International Maritime Bureau's (IMB) Piracy Reporting Centre, told AFP that the attack, believed to be by Somali pirates, took place under the cover of darkness at 0230 GMT in the Gulf of Eden. "Pirates on five speed boats attacked the tanker, the size of a football field. It was a night raid. A missilelike rocket was launched at the ship. Initial reports said the ship suffered some damage," he said. "I believe the Somali pirates could have used rocket-propelled grenades and machine gun fire on the tanker with the aim to board and possibly hijack her," Choong said. "But the tanker increased speed and managed to prevent the pirates from boarding and taking control of the oil tanker," he added.  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this report]
http://www.hindustantimes.com/StoryPage/StoryPage.aspx?id=673b63e8-876d-494a-916d-84972ea7d2e5&ParentID=da21644e-cbb5-4425-9175-fc439cbfb5fc&&H
Arcadis launches student research paper competition to advance remediation technology

ARCADIS (EURONEXT: ARCAD), the international consulting and engineering company, is pleased to announce SeeBeyondOthers, a student research paper competition designed to promote the advancement of environmental investigation and remediation technologies. The authors of the top three winning papers will receive a monetary award ($5,000 for first place, $2,500 for second place and $1,500 for third place), and an opportunity to publish summaries of their papers in upcoming issues of Pollution Engineering. In addition, they will receive a complimentary registration, travel and accommodations stipend to attend the all-new RemTEC 09 Remediation Technology Summit – The Future of Remediation Technology, a conference sponsored by Pollution Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology, ARCADIS and others. Winners will also have the opportunity to present their winning paper at ARCADIS’ technology and innovation training program, along with the chance to meet ARCADIS’ internationally and nationally recognized experts. http://www.environmental-expert.com/resulteachpressrelease.aspx?cid=10506&codi=31824
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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