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Environmental monitoring conducted in Lyme Bay following the grounding of MSC Napoli in January 2007, with an assessment of impact

On 18th January 2007 the container ship MSC Napoli, outward bound from Europe to South Africa in heavy weather, began to take in water through cracks in the engine room walls. The crew abandoned ship and were airlifted to safety, and two emergency towing vessels maintained on station in the Western Approaches by the French and UK governments took her in tow. On the morning of the 20th January the ship suffered a serious structural failure and she was beached in Lyme Bay, off Branscombe in Devon, to prevent her from sinking. The ship was carrying 2,318 containers, 159 of which contained more than 1,600 tonnes of chemicals classified as dangerous goods by the International Maritime Organisation and around 4,000 tonnes of oil as fuel. As a quantity of oil and approximately 100 containers had been lost during and immediately following the grounding of the MSC Napoli, it was also decided to design and implement a monitoring programme in Lyme Bay in order to assess any environmental impact and to protect the human food chain. The monitoring programme was based on three main assumptions: 1. oil has been lost and may affect the local environment and so hydrocarbons should be monitored. 2. during the salvage operation any of the chemicals aboard may be lost and monitoring for those compounds may be necessary in water, sediments and biota. 3. as Lyme Bay is of major nature conservation importance there will be a need to assess the damage to the local flora and fauna. The report was compiled and edited by Robin Law of the Cefas Burnham Laboratory, Remembrance Avenue, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex CM0 8HA. The complete report can be downloaded at
 - http://www.cefas.co.uk/publications/aquatic/aemr61.pdf
US EPA: Incorporating Sustainable Practices into Site Remediation

Green Remediation can be defined as the practice of considering all environmental effects of remedy implementation and incorporating options to maximize net environmental benefit of cleanup actions. This introduction is the first of a series of fact sheets on the opportunities for implementing best management practices (BMPs) of green remediation. As part of its mission to protect human health and the environment, EPA is committed to developing and promoting innovative cleanup strategies that restore contaminated sites to productive use, reduce associated costs, and promote environmental stewardship. The Agency strives for cleanup programs that use natural resources and energy efficiently, reduce negative impacts on the environment, minimize or eliminate pollution at its source, and reduce waste to the greatest extent possible. EPA supports adoption of green remediation as the practice of considering all environmental effects of cleanup actions and incorporating strategies to maximize the net environmental benefit. The first of these new fact sheets can be found at   http://www.epa.gov/tio/download/remed/epa-542-f-08-002.pdf
MALTA: ALPHA BRIGGS AWARDED NATIONAL RESPONSE PREPAREDNESS UPGRADING CONTRACT.

ISCO Corporate Member, Alpha Briggs Mediterranean Ltd., the Malta-based JV established between Alpha Oil Services & Trading Ltd. and Briggs Group (UK) has been contracted by the Government of Malta to carry out a major upgrading of the country’s oil spill response capability. The project, launched by the Malta Maritime Authority (MMA) is being funded by the European Economic Area (Iceland, Liechenstein and Norway). The work includes Environmental Risk Assessment, Environmental Impact Assessment, Hydrographic Study, Environmental Sensitivity Mapping, Oil Spill Equipment Survey and Recommendations, Review and Revision of the National Contingency Plan, Tender Evaluation for Procurement of Oil Spill Response Equipment and the Provision of Equipment Specialists. The project duration is 13 months. 

Tanzania: Sumatra Reveals Plan to Deal With Major Oil Spills

A national plan to prevent and contain massive pollution resulting from oil spills is underway, authorities have said. The Surface and Marines Transport Regulatory Authority (Sumatra) said that stakeholders were working on the strategies that would among other things consider ways of effectively responding to oil spills. Speaking during a workshop on the proposed 'National Marine Oil Spill Contingent Plan' (NOSCP), Sumatra director general Israel Sekirasa said the national plan would provide a comprehensive system of accident reporting, spill containment and clean-up. It would also see the establishment of a response headquarters, a national reaction team and regional reaction teams, especially for lakes Victoria, Tanganyika and Nyasa. Tanzania has a coastline that extends for approximately 1,000 kilometres with diverse ecosystems. But the country's coastal wetlands have for a long time now remained vulnerable to environmental pollution resulting from mostly oil spills from the increasing shipping along the coastlines. http://allafrica.com/stories/200805210460.html
USA: Marine Chemist Says 'Not So Fast' To Quick Oil Detection Method
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In the picture: Marine chemist Chris Reddy samples oiled rocks from the edge of San Francisco Bay in December 2007. (Credit: Bryce Reddy)
 A new method for assessing environmental contamination after oil spills is in danger of being applied in situations where it doesn't work and might produce false conclusions, a scientist at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) has warned. Private firms and government agencies have recently started using long strands of absorbent polypropylene snares, also called “pom-poms,” as a means to check for contamination of the seafloor in the wake of an oil spill. The method is becoming popular because it is rapid and low-cost. But according to WHOI marine chemist Christopher Reddy, the approach may give a false sense of security. In a recently published letter to the Marine Pollution Bulletin, Reddy notes that while the pom-pom method is effective in locating areas where excessive amounts of oil have sunk to the bottom, it does not necessarily identify the fractions and compounds of oil that can linger in sediments and have long-term impacts on ecosystems and public health. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/05/080528145410.htm
NORWAY: OIL SPILL FROM NORTH SEA STATFJORD A PLATFORM
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The following was received on May 25 from Jan Allers, ISCO Member of Council for Norway.  “Just a quick note to inform me that on May 24 early in the morning hours StatoilHydro’s Statfjord A platform again suffered an incident with both a gas and some light oil leakage in one of the three legs’ storage tanks where a pipe leaked. The majority of the personnel (217 people) were evacuated to one the neighbouring Statfjord B and C platforms. About 1200m3 of oily water was pumped into the ocean and the local standby OSRV vessel was activated to recover some of the light sheen. The hole in the pipe inside the platform leg was plugged during the day and the platform personnel could return to their workstations onboard Statfjord A. The light sheen may still be drifting slowly away from the platform where the weather was excellent under the circumstances. No reports are yet available if and how much oily water may have been recovered by the standby platform. – The Norwegian Coastal Administration had their surveillance plane out monitoring the spill from the air.You may find more info of interest on –“

http://www.statoilhydro.com/en/NewsAndMedia/News/2008/Pages/StatfjordAIncident.aspx
UK: COMMENT ON TOTAL’S BUNCEFIELD DEFENCE

Although it admitted negligence by someone, Total UK intends to argue that it did not employ the duty supervisor. Hertford Oil Storage Ltd. is also denying responsibility for his employment, and this will be a live issue at the hearing later this year. Both companies say they should not be liable for damages because they could not reasonably have foreseen that it would cause the destruction it did. Chevron also denies responsibility. Dick Thornton-Grimes of the New Zealand Fire Service comments – “For an in-depth look at why companies seem to eager to use this defence the sociologist Andrew Hopkins published a very insightful book entitled "The Lessons of Longford: The Esso Gas Plant Explosion" (ISBN-13: 978-1864684223).  Most incident safety books are dry, unreadable, technical or a combination of all three.  Rather than looking for root causes in the plant and with its operators Hopkins looks at the disaster’s causes to cultural and systemic problems within Esso.  This would be about the only book I ever recommended to Managers that they sit down, read and inwardly digest as it can be applied to most workplaces.”  See also – http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/article3994656.ece
KUWAIT: Comprehensive strategy to protect environment needed

Kuwaiti officials underscored Tuesday the need to place a comprehensive strategy that protected the country against environmental pollution, in light of the growth in the local oil sector. This came at the inauguration of Kuwait Oil and Gas Conference and Exhibition, themed “Oil Spill Management,” which kicked off under the auspices of Electricity and Water Minister and Acting Oil Minister Mohammad Al-Olaim. The officials agreed that efforts were indeed being exerted to protect Kuwait’s environment, but said that these efforts needed greater government and popular support. Director General of the Environment Public Authority (EPA) Ali Haidar, in a speech delivered on his behalf by Public Relations Director Dr Ahmad Al-Moussa, said that there was a link between the environment and oil, making this an issue that needed to be tackled by government, civil societies and people. He added that environmental problems resulting from oil and its production needed to be taken into account when placing comprehensive environmental programs in light of growth in the oil and petrochemical industries. The time has come for placing realistic strategies for the protection of the environment, he said, calling for coordination and cooperation between relevant authorities and for media to focus on this issue. On his part, Chairman and Managing Director of Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) Sami Al-Rushaid said Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and its affiliates had spared no effort in developing capabilities for countering oil spills and leaks through the use of developed technology. KPC, he said, was an active member of the EPA’s national oil spill combat committee, adding that the main challenge was in good management of oil spills and creating a balance between the protection of the environment and economic development. http://www.arabtimesonline.com/kuwaitnews/pagesdetails.asp?nid=17536&ccid=9
Bulgaria's Varna Endangered By Huge Oil Spill


Satellite pictures show gigantic oil spill spots floating in the Black Sea, just kilometres away from the coastal area of the Bulgarian Sea capital Varna. This was announced Thursday by the Varna newspaper "Narodno Delo". The information has also been confirmed by the Russian Internet site "Kosmicheskii Monitoring" (Satellite Monitoring). Around 3:00 pm Moscow time on May 22, Moscow experts working on the "Black Sea Online" project have received the satellite pictures taken over the Black Sea. The pictures have been published on the organization's site http://www.blacksea-online.com They show a spill as wide as the Varna Bay. According to the picture the spill was located around 70 km away from Varna Wednesday, at 4:00 pm. Russian experts confirm that it is travelling in the direction of the Bulgarian coastal area. The data analysis had shown that at the time when the pictures were taken and several hours earlier, a huge oil spill had happened in the Black Sea. 
http://www.novinite.com/view_news.php?id=93589
Nigeria: MEND Attacks Shell Facility

It was reported on May 27 that the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) yesterday attacked a major trunk pipeline belonging to Shell at Awoba flow station in Degema Local Government Area of Rivers State.
 http://allafrica.com/stories/200805270110.html
Update: Shell contains Nigeria oil spill, Bonny affected - Royal Dutch Shell said on Wednesday it had contained an oil spill following a pipeline attack in Nigeria earlier this week but added it could still not meet all supply obligations for Bonny Light crude. Bonny Light production has already been hit by the recent spate of sabotage attacks. In April Shell was forced to shut in about 164,000 barrels per day of Bonny Light output and declared the force majeure through to the end of May. The crude's normal output is about 400,000 bpd. http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSL2848486820080528
Remploy Frontline's SR3 Single-Piece CBRN Body Armor Delivers New Ease of Use
Remploy Frontline has announced the forthcoming availability of the SR3, a new single piece solution that provides several breakthroughs for the CBRN industry. Time to assemble, weight, and complexity have all been significantly reduced with the design of the SR3.The SR3 leverages many of the current Frontliner features for Immediate Action Procedure while delivering new advantages. The end result is an intelligent technological advance that offers high protection levels and quick don in less than five minutes for military personnel and first responders. New developments include the following: Single one piece, double skin coverall with two different hoods (butyl seal and don cowl hoods); Weight (without ancillaries) 2.2 KGs, a 38% reduction from the Frontliner's 3.6KGs; Significantly lower physiological burden creating quick dress speed; Lightweight fabric -- GORE® CHEMPAK® Sorptive -- offers better breathable material; and Use of thumb loops and foot stirrups to reduce donning time. "This represents a significant breakthrough for the CBRN industry," said John Armstrong, GM of Remploy Frontline. "We have built a new garment that meets the military and first responder community's requests for lighter, faster and easier suits. Now they get the best of both worlds with CBRN protection from two layers of high-grade fabric in a new, single piece suit that allows for a more rapid response." Remploy Frontline is an international leader in the design, development and manufacture of CBRN protection suits, life jackets and performance textiles. The Remploy Group was set up under the 1944 Disabled Persons (Employment) Act by Ernest Bevin, then Minister of Labour in the United Kingdom. last year Remploy helped over 5,000 disabled people into sustainable employment. [This information received from Kevin Miller, ISCO Member of Council for UK.] For more info contact Kevin directly at Kevin@hazmatlink.com
SOUTH AFRICA: OIL POLLUTION CONTROL SOUTH AFRICA – NEW CONTACT INFO

ISCO Corporate Member, Oil Spill Control South Africa (OPC SA) has been in touch to advise new contact details - OPC SA Farm 5, Barinor's Vineyard, North Vineyard Estate, 99 Jip de Jager Drive, Bellville 7550, South Africa.  Tel :  021-912 1600  Fax : 021-912 1613 Oil Pollution Control SA, a subsidiary of CEF, provides oil prevention, control and clean-up services, mainly in South African ports and coastal areas, in terms of South Africa's National Environmental Management Act.  http://www.cef.org.za/content/view/25/15/
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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