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IMO Council 100 to celebrate IMO past, present and future

Visits from United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-moon and His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester will be among the highlights of a series of celebrations and events to be held next week (16-20 June 2008) to mark a number of major milestones in the history of IMO. In addition to hosting the 100th session of the IMO Council, the week will see IMO inaugurate its newly-refurbished Headquarters, commemorate 60 years since the adoption of the IMO Convention and 50 years since that Convention entered into force, as well as mark the 25th and 20th anniversaries, respectively, of the World Maritime University (WMU) and the IMO International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI). For details of the complete week’s programme, go to - http://www.imo.org/
NORWAY: StatoilHydro Inaugurates Murmansk Oil Spill Laboratory

Norwegian energy company StatoilHydro has inaugurated a new oil spill laboratory in Murmansk, Russia, built in co-operation with the regional Murmansk Oblast government. The oil spill laboratory is a part of a broad environmental program aimed at strengthening emergency response to oil spills off northwestern Russia, implemented jointly by StatoilHydro and the Murmansk regional government within the framework of the memorandum of understanding governing technical and economic co-operation between the two parties. The laboratory's task is to analyze the oil samples taken from all the crudes loaded for export in Murmansk. The Russian city is used as a trans-shipment port for loading crude oil into large tankers sailing to Europe and the US. Premises for the laboratory were provided by the Murmansk regional authorities and the laboratory has established at the Federal State Enterprise Murmansk Centre for Standardization, Metrology and Certification. Regional authorities will also ensure that the laboratory gets the required oil samples. StatoilHydro has supplied the necessary equipment and organized personnel training in co-operation with the Sintef research foundation in Trondheim, Norway. Bengt Hansen, president of StatoilHydro in Russia, said: "International experience from major oil spills shows that the spilt oil can be collected much more efficiently if its characteristic properties are known. This is an important cross-boarder project, as the results of the analysis will be available to both Russian and Norwegian authorities." http://www.redorbit.com/news/business/1428650/statoilhydro_inaugurates_murmansk_oil_spill_laboratory/
GAS LEAK IN CHINA CONTAINED PHOSGENE – RUSSIAN MINISTRY
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A recent gas leak in northeast China near the Russian border that killed three people contained phosgene, a spokesman for the Russian Foreign Ministry said Friday citing environmental experts. "An expert evaluation confirmed that the leak contained phosgene gas," Andrei Nesterenko said, adding that eight people had been poisoned as a result of the leak. Phosgene is a chemical warfare agent with a lethal concentration of 0.01-0.03 milligrams per liter. There is no known antidote. Earlier Friday, a Russian emergencies ministry spokeswoman quoted Chinese authorities as saying the chemical leak in the town of Qiqihar in the Heilongjiang province was no threat to the environment. Irina Andrianova quoted the Chinese general consulate in the Russian Far Eastern city of Khabarovsk as saying that on June 5 a cylinder containing unidentified gas "disintegrated" causing a gas leak. "Local authorities and environmental experts disposed of the cylinder and dealt with the consequences of the accident," she added. The official quoted the Chinese side as saying that air, water and soil samples taken immediately after the accident contained no contaminants. Russia's Natural Resources Ministry earlier sent a note to China over the leak requesting official information from the Chinese side as to the location, the cause of the incident and the type of chemicals that could have leaked into the surrounding area. A local administration source in China earlier said the leak, which occurred some 400 kilometers (some 250 miles) from the Russian border, was caused by a WWII ammunition explosion. http://en.rian.ru/world/20080606/109426611.html  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for this news alert]
USA – MEXICO JOINT EXERCISE “MEXUSGULF 200”
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In the picture: Alpina Briggs Operations Director Captain Bill Boyle with Hector Ochoa of PEMEX, Mexico.

Alpina Briggs were invited by PEMEX the Mexican oil company to take part in the MEXUSGULF 2008 exercise held in South Padre Island Texas June 3rd to June 5th 2008. The MEXUSGULF 2008 exercise was a full scale exercise involving Mexico and the United States to improve the effectiveness of the MEXUSGULF Annex of the MEXUS Plan. The MEXUS Plan is a treaty between the United States and Mexico to respond to oil or hazmat that threatens to migrate across the border. The MEXUSGULF Annex specifically covers the areas of the Eighth Coast Guard District and the Mexican Naval Zone 1. It was recently revised and the MEXUSGULF 2008 full scale exercise was an opportunity for the United States to validate notification, mobilization (office, command post, on-scene) and deployment procedures with the Mexican Navy. As each agency has their own rules, policies and plans, MEXUSGULF 2008 allowed each agency to share a common picture during a shared response. MEXUSGULF 2008 was a simulation of a major pollution incident that occurred within the Corpus Christi area of operations and migrated into the Matamoros (Mexico) area of operations. Five Alpina Briggs personnel attended the exercise, playing major rolls with PEMEX Marco Formicola in Finance and Logistics, Captain Bill Boyle in Operations On and Offshore, Alessandro Calor in Logistics, Marcela Calor in Documentation and Jaime Hernandez Panivino in Legal response. The exercise went well and involved a lot of agencies deploying vessels, aircraft and oil spill response equipment from both countries. Alpina Briggs Incident Command Room in Diadema Sao Paulo Brazil and the Briggs Marine Environmental Pollution Incident Centre in Aberdeen Scotland were both mobilized to monitor the exercise. CDA Guarulhos Sao Paulo in conjunction with Petrobras the major Brazilian Oil Company also dispatched Oil Spill Response Equipment to Brownsville in the United States and CDA Manaus Amazonia, put on standby in case extra people or equipment had to be dispatched. This was a good exercise for Alpina Briggs Logistics and showed the international response capabilities of Alpina Briggs and Petrobras. [This report received from Capt. Bill Boyle, Operations Director, Alpina Briggs and ISCO Member of Council for Brazil]

CommandPro™ Successfully Deployed at MEXUSGULF 2008 Exercise
O’Brien Oil Pollution Service, Inc. (O’BRIEN’S) advise the successful deployment and use of their CommandPro™ incident management software during the two day joint Mexico and U.S. full scale exercise (MEXUSGULF). The Multi-National, Multi-Agency Unified Command and Incident Management Team used CommandPro™ to facilitate the command and control process and to automate the development of key Incident Command System (ICS) worksheets and forms, including a complete Incident Action Plan (IAP) for the first operational period. The CommandPro™ system was integrated into the ICS sections using a portable server and wireless network of computers and printers. CommandPro™ software, using the current United States Coast Guard National Incident Management System (NIMS) compliant forms, produced a common set of documents to effectively communicate the response effort. Unified Command was able to develop and display in real time incident objectives and operational period command emphasis. “The CommandPro™ system tracked resources, documented decisions, automated the generation of the IAP and even produced key documents in a bi-lingual format. This allowed the Incident Management Team to focus on the unique challenges presented by the exercise scenario” said O’BRIEN’S Kelly Wilson, Responsible Party Incident Commander. More info: http://www.theobriensgroup.com/cmmdPro/index.html
John Noble joins ISU as Development Adviser

ISCO member John Noble has been appointed Development Adviser to the International Salvage Union. He took up his appointment on April 2. John Noble is a well known figure in the international salvage community. He is a Master Mariner, served 13 years at sea and spent two years in the late 1970s with the UK P&I Club. He joined Murray Fenton in 1980 and subsequently attended over 60 casualties, specialising in cases involving salvage, pollution and wreck removal. He became Chief Executive of The Salvage Association in 2001. Over the past two years, he has carried out assignments for BMT, who acquired Murray Fenton in 1999. Commenting on the appointment, ISU President Arnold Witte said: “We welcome John to the ISU team and look forward to his support in a range of complex issues now before the ISU. His extensive understanding of casualty salvage and his experience and expertise in relation to pollution-related services will be of particular value.”http://www.marine-salvage.com/media_information/index.asp?page=press/john%20noble%20joins%20isu.htm
ISCO AND ISAA – CLEARING UP THE CONFUSION

In speaking to people at the International Oil Spill Conference earlier this year it became apparent that the respective functions of the International Spill Control Organization (ISCO) and the International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) are often not clearly understood. 

ISCO - The International Spill Control Organisation - was incorporated in London in 1984 as a non-profit-making NGO, dedicated to improving worldwide preparedness for response to oil and chemical spills. ISCO’s members are individuals, companies and other entities that are professionally involved with spill response. The organization has membership in over 30 countries and now has consultative status at IMO. This recognition of ISCO means that, at long last, the professionals in the front line of spill combat operations have joined with other organizations at IMO representing oil, shipping and environmental interests. The inclusion of those who provide the essential infrastructure for spill response fills a longstanding gap, allowing direct dialogue between IMO and the spill response community. ISCO is not a trade association and is not a body that awards professional qualifications to its members. ISCO members form a worldwide community of professionals who share a common interest. ISCO disseminates information on the prevention, mitigation and remediation of oil and hazardous material spills into the environment. It provides assistance to members seeking to develop their knowledge base and build expertise in spill control and related disciplines. You can find out more about ISCO at http://www.spillcontrol.org
ISAA – The International Spill Accreditation Association – is the world authority for accreditation of spill response organizations (SROs) and is dedicated to the raising of worldwide standards in spill response. As a not-for-profit NGO, ISAA sets international standards for spill response in all areas including inland and marine spills. Accreditation is not only applicable to privately owned spill contractors but can also be used by governments and others for independently checking their own response capabilities. ISAA accreditation schemes in each participating country or region are controlled by ISAA in partnership with steering groups that include representatives of appropriate government departments and other relevant organizations. ISAA organises training courses and seminars to assist SROs in gaining required levels of competency in ISAA accreditation subjects. In order to gain and maintain accredited status SROs are regularly audited by independent experts. Accreditation may be awarded at one of three levels in spill response disciplines that include marine, shoreline, freshwater, on-land, groundwater, and road/rail tanker spills. ISAA auditors examine every aspect of each candidate’s operations in accordance with a comprehensive accreditation matrix. The objective is not only to determine appropriate levels for award (or otherwise) of accreditation, but to help accredited SROs, over time, to progress towards higher levels of accreditation.        

 UK: NEW SYSTEM DETECTS AND BLOCKS ESCAPE OF CHEMICAL SPILLS

A Stratford-upon-Avon businessman has bounced back from redundancy to helping companies detect dangerous chemical leaks. After he was made redundant by Ford last year, David Cole seized the opportunity to launch a full-time business and he has already signed deals with several companies across the country. His company, Eco Valve Solutions, is based at the University of Warwick Science Park, which allows him to work easily with support services and contacts such as patent attorneys and technical experts. The unit he has developed detects if a spill has occurred and immediately inflates a series of pre-installed ‘bladders’ to block drains and prevent the escape of the chemical into the water system before a full clean-up can take place A more complex version of the system also lets key personnel know that a spill has taken place via a mobile phone alert.
 http://www.birminghampost.net/birmingham-business/birmingham-business-news/business-entrepreneurship/2008/06/03/redundancy-spurs-david-to-go-it-alone-with-eco-valve-solutions-65233-21018779/
FlowCAM® helps University of Newcastle assess Ballast Water treatment effectiveness.
Surrey based Planet Ocean Ltd, announce the sale of a FlowCAM, imaging flow cytometer to Professor Ehsan Mesbahi of the University of Newcastle. Professor Mesbahi, researches the effectiveness of ballast water treatments and will be using FlowCAM® to quickly identify and quantify these treatment techniques. FlowCAM provides an extremely effective tool for assessing the viability of organisms within ballast water and is in use around the world. Back in 2005, Fluid Imaging Technologies, Inc supplied FlowCAM® to the U.S. Navy’s Naval Research Laboratory in Key West, Florida to establish international protocols for measurement and analysis of invasive species which are transported in the ballast water tanks of ocean going vessels and to provide a quick and reliable method of accurately assessing treatment effectiveness. As stated by the D2 regulations a key component to Ballast Water compliance is the ability to detect, enumerate and determine viability of the organisms that remain after ballast water treatment. The FlowCAM® has the ability to determine all three of the requirements as set by the IMO regulations for all or most of the organisms in Category 1 and 2 listed in the D2 regulations. For more information http://www.planet-ocean.co.uk
NEW BOOK: Marées noires - Enjeux économiques
The Erika and Prestige oil spills rekindled the debate about how the international liability compensation regime works for damage caused by oil pollution and on the role that it could play in preventing them. This publication presents the main outputs of a research project devoted to these two issues. It examines the difficulties in compensating damage from spills, through an analysis of major disasters which have occurred in Europe in the past thirty years. It shows the special way the international compensation system attributes the social cost of oil spills to the responsibility of the various stakeholders involved in shipping of oil and examines how it could act as a tool for prevention. Finally, the work highlights the numerous interactions between countries in terms of pollution risk management and looks at their consequences on the current form of the international regime and its effectiveness in preventing pollution. It will interest both French and foreign research scientists and anyone concerned by accidental marine pollution. Language: French; Publisher: Quae. http://www.quae.com/livre/?GCOI=27380100241350
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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