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IMO Headquarters officially re-opened by HRH The Duke of Gloucester

The London Headquarters of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) was officially re opened on Tuesday, 17 June, 2008 with the cutting of a ribbon by His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester. Mr. Jim Fitzpatrick MP, the United Kingdom's Shipping Minister, also participated in the ceremony, representing the host Government. The IMO Headquarters, located on London's Albert Embankment on the south bank of the River Thames, was purpose-built by the United Kingdom Government for the Organization during the 1970s and opened in 1983 by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. A major refurbishment of the building was begun in mid-2006 and completed in April 2008, creating a fully modernized facility, properly suited to the needs of the 320-strong Secretariat and the hundreds of delegates from the Organization's 167 Member States, three Associate Members and observers from a wide network of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations who regularly attend meetings there. In total, more than £62 million has been spent on the 20-month refurbishment project, which has seen the building undergo a massive transformation. Although largely unchanged externally, internally the changes are dramatic. The building now reflects the very latest technological, IT and communication facilities of the 21st century and also incorporates state-of-the-art safety, security, environmental and occupational health features. Enhanced meeting, catering and office facilities, both for delegates and staff, have created a modern workspace to meet the Organization's current and future needs. ISCO was represented at the event by its president, David Usher. For the full story click on http://www.imo.org/
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon opens week of celebrations at IMO

United Nations Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-moon spoke on 16 June 2008 at a special ceremony to open a week of celebrations and events marking a number of major milestones in the history of IMO. IMO's host Government, that of the United Kingdom, was represented at the ceremony by two ministers, the Secretary of State for Transport, The Rt. Hon. Mrs. Ruth Kelly MP, and the Minister with responsibility for shipping, Mr. Jim Fitzpatrick MP. In addition to hosting the 100th session of the IMO Council, the week of 16-20 June sees IMO inaugurate its newly-refurbished Headquarters building, commemorate 60 years since the adoption of the IMO Convention and 50 years since that Convention entered into force, as well as mark the 25th and 20th anniversaries, respectively, of its training centres, the World Maritime University and the IMO International Maritime Law Institute. Welcoming the UN Secretary-General to the refurbished IMO Headquarters, IMO Secretary-General, Mr. Efthimios E. Mitropoulos, said the week of special events provided an opportunity to pay tribute to the work of the Organization since its inception as a specialized agency of the United Nations; as an institution serving the common public good; and as the regulator and partner of an industry that carries the overwhelming volume of world trade, safely, securely and efficiently and in an environmentally-friendly manner. For the full report click on http://www.imo.org/
Entry into force of the Bunkers Convention – certification requirements and issuance of Blue Cards and State certificates

The International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution 2001 (the “Bunkers Convention”) has now been ratified by the required number of States, with the requisite combined gross tonnage and will enter into force in State Parties on 21 November 2008. The Convention provides a liability, compensation and compulsory insurance system for the victims of oil pollution damage caused by spills of bunker oil.  The Convention will make the shipowner liable to pay compensation for pollution damage (including the costs of preventive measures) caused in the territory, including the territorial sea of a State party, as well as its exclusive economic zone or equivalent area. Registered owners of any sea going vessel and seaborne craft over 1000 gross tonnage, of any type whatsoever, and registered in a State party or entering or leaving a port in the territory of a State party, will be required to maintain insurance which meets the requirements of the Convention and to obtain a certificate issued by a State party attesting that such insurance is in force.  The State issued certificate must be carried on board at all times. The regime closely follows the well established liability and insurance provisions which apply to oil tankers under the Civil Liability Convention (CLC).   As at 1st April. 2008, the following states are Party to the Convention - Bahamas, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Germany, Greece, Jamaica, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Samoa, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Tonga and the United Kingdom. This is an extract from a circular issued by the North of England P&I Club. For the complete text please go to -
 http://www.nepia.com/news/club_circulars_article.php?id=733
UN environment agency launches plan to handle toxic waste in Cote d'Ivoire

A new project to help Cote d'Ivoire and other French-speaking countries in Africa manage hazardous waste was launched on Monday by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). The project is designed to tackle issues raised by the incident in 2006 when the dumping of toxic waste from the vessel Probo Koala in Abidjan left several people dead and 3,000 others under medical treatment for nausea and vomiting after inhaling fumes, said the Untied Nations on its website. The UNEP initiative will establish a hazardous waste management plan for the District of Abidjan, which will address gaps in regulations on the movement of hazardous waste, unscrupulous behaviour by some private operators, improvement in port systems and the need to strengthen local capacities to handle toxic waste. The project will be replicated in other French-speaking African countries in the region, with the possibility of extending it to English-speaking countries as well. 
It will also examine the possibility of setting up an early warning system between Europe and Africa, with the support of the UN International Maritime Organization. 
The initiative, funded by the governments of the Netherlands, Sweden and Denmark, is being carried out jointly by UNEP and the Basel Convention Regional Centre for French-speaking countries in Africa. http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90777/90856/6431747.html
NEWS FROM ITOPF: Updated Oil Movement Data on WebGIS

A comparison between the amount of oil transported during 2001 and 2005 is now available on the ITOPF WebGIS site, along with the 2001 and 2005 aggregated data. This is part of an ongoing process to continually update datasets in order to assist with planning and preparedness for oil spill events. The GIS maps can be accessed at – http://www.itopf.com/information-services/data-and-statistics/gis-map/
ISCO WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

The Secretary is pleased to advise that the following new members have joined ISCO during the period from 1st April to date – Former IMO Marine Environment Division Director, Jean Claude Sainlos was elected to the ISCO Executive Committee at IOSC Savannah on 7th May (see article in ISCO Newsletter of May 12, 2008). Dr Douglas Cormack, Chairman of the International Spill Accreditation Association has been awarded Honorary Membership of ISCO (see article in ISCO Newsletter of April 14, 2008). The Sea Alarm Foundation has become an Associate Member (see article in ISCO Newsletter of April 21, 2008).  The following new Corporate Members are welcomed – Slickbar Products Corporation (USA); Sampling Planejamento (Brazil); Slickbar Indonesia; and Ro-Clean Desmi A/S (Denmark). ISCO is also pleased to welcome new Individual Member John A. Wardrop of Wardrop Consulting, Victoria, Australia.

UK: HAZMAT 2008 – 4th ANNUAL HAZMAT / CBRNE RESPONDERS CONFERENCE

Hazmat 2008 will take place on 18-19 September, 2008 at the Fire Service College, Moreton-in-Marsh, UK. The Conference will offer a variety of first responder and emergency leadership topics. Aimed at the practitioner, the conference will enhance your knowledge and abilities in hazard planning and decision-making when faced with complex incident management situations experienced with hazmat and CBRN incidents. HazMat 2008 will also provide insight into current thinking and emerging technologies related to hazmat/CBRN response. The aim of the conference is: To bring hazmat & CBRN response practitioners together from different areas of expertise so that they can network and share expertise and best practice + Provide information on current thinking and practice on specific hazmat response procedures (i.e. how to respond to a certain type of hazmat incident) + Provide insight into how actual hazmat incidents were managed, the kind of problems that occurred and how they were solved (or not!!) + Allow hazmat responders to hear about and see some the latest technologies and tools that will enable them to do their job safer and more efficiently. Programme details will be advised later in this Newsletter.  http://www.hazmatconference.com
USA: Emergency Preparedness, Response and Recovery Conference
October 8-9, 2008 New Orleans, LA - The Emergency Preparedness, Response and Recovery Conference will cover all aspects of emergency management planning and response for communities, agencies and organizations. This conference will bring together national, state and local experts and practitioners to discuss the full spectrum of a disaster and the impact on a community or an organization by distilling down the operational needs for planning, response and recovery. Being held in the heart of New Orleans, this conference will take an operational approach to discuss and share lessons learned and best practices from disasters such as Hurricane Katrina, the Southern California wildfires, mid-west flooding and other disaster situations. Attendees will hear first hand the meticulous planning that must occur prior to any emergency, as well as the coordinated efforts during and after disaster strikes. Attendees will learn new techniques and the comprehensive and systematic actions related to restoring, repairing and renewing the key aspects of ordinary economic, infrastructural, psychological, institutional and material life following an emergency. This conference will identify both technical and ordinary facets of the overall recovery challenges and help emergency managers, disaster experts, and other officials to sort out the key elements crucial to developing a recovery strategy. It will allow you to examine approaches and strategies which may be useful in times of future crises affecting your community and workforce. http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/hdl/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery.html
NIGERIA: SHELL’S BONGA PLATFORM ATTACKED AND CHEVRON PIPELINE BREACHED

Oil company Royal Dutch Shell says it has temporarily stopped production at its main offshore oilfield in Nigeria, following a militant attack. The raid took place overnight on the Bonga oil platform about 120km (75 miles) off the coast of the Niger Delta, the company said. It is the first attack on the oilfield, which normally produces about 200,000 barrels a day. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/7463288.stm
Chevron Corp. said Saturday that a breached Nigerian pipeline has prompted the company to shut down its onshore oil production. Nigerian media reported that militants had sabotaged the pipeline in the southern Niger Delta late Thursday. Oil industry officials  said the loss would be around 120,000 barrels per day.
 http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/feedarticle/7601248
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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