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Eighth Session of the MEPC/OPRC-HNS Technical Group
The eighth session of the MEPC/OPRC-HNS Technical Group will be held at IMO Headquarters at 4 Albert Embankment, London, SE1 7SR from 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 29 September to Friday, 3 October 2008. Details of the ISCO Delegation to the MEPC/OPRC-HNS Technical Group Meetings will be announced later.

ISCO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-OPTS TWO NEW MEMBERS

ISCO Members of Council Kerem Kemerli (Turkey) and Paul Pisani (Malta) have been co-opted onto the ISCO Executive Committee. M. Kerem Kemerli is Vice President of MEKE Group of Companies and a president of SESMEKE, which is a joint venture of SEACOR and MEKE. He is also a board member of TUDAV, the Turkish Marine Research Foundation (www.tudav.org) and a founding director of OSRAM, the regional (Mediterranean) spill response alliance which promotes operational co-operation between leading response companies in Egypt, Greece, Italy, Malta, Spain, and Turkey.  He has authored papers on chemical incidents and oil spill response. Paul Pisani, a citizen of Malta, is a Director of Alpha Briggs Mediterranean Limited which is the parent Company of Briggs Libya Limited.  He is a founding member of the Briggs Group in the central Mediterranean, and has been involved in regional oil and gas as well as shipping activities since 1990.  He has been involved in Oil Spill Response through his company, the AOST Group since 1995. More recently, he was involved in co-ordinating with other Oil Spill Response Companies in the Mediterranean leading to the development of OSRAM, a Mediterranean alliance of oil spill response companies. 
ISAA ALL-IRELAND SPILL RESPONSE ORGANISATION ACCREDITATION SCHEME
The next meeting of the Steering Group of the ISAA All-Ireland SRO Accreditation Scheme will take place at the offices of the Environment & Heritage Service (EHS) at Lisburn, Northern Ireland at 1000 hrs on 30th July, 2008. Any interested parties who would like to receive the Notice of Meeting and Agenda should contact john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org to request this information. Note that you do not have to be a member of the Steering Group – if you would like to attend please get in touch.
USA: Court overturns Exxon $2.5bn fine
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The US Supreme Court has ruled by five to three to cut the $2.5bn (£1.25bn) in punitive damages awarded in the Exxon Valdez oil spill disaster to $500m. Exxon Mobil last October won the right to appeal against the damages bill relating to a 1989 Alaskan oil spill.  The court said the punitive damages should be limited to an amount equal to total relevant compensatory damages. The case has run since 1994 as the US firm, which posted $40.6bn earnings in 2007, said the damages were excessive. In what was one of the biggest oil spills to date, 11 million gallons of crude were released into Alaska's wilderness after the Exxon tanker hit a reef. About 1,300 miles (2,080km) of coastline was contaminated as a result of the oil spill. Full story -
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/7473968.stm [Thanks to ISCO member Gerald Graham for forwarding link]
Lebanon's oil slick cleaned but headache continues

Two years after the worst oil spill in the east Mediterranean left thousands of tonnes of crude over three-quarters of Lebanon's coast, the beaches are almost all clean but the troubles continue. Only the Jozor al-Nakhel, or Palm Tree Island, nature reserve, west of the northern town of Tripoli is still being cleaned. But the impact of the spill remains a headache for Lebanon. At Jiyeh beach, more than 800 tonnes of oil-covered rocks and sand sit it huge heavy-duty plastic bags, only metres (yards) from the water's edge waiting for someone to work out how to get rid of them. The lines of bags stretch along the beach, with some having spilled open, oozing sticky black trails down into the soft sand. "Each one of these bags holds two tonnes," said Mohammed Sarji, whose Bahr Lubnan (Sea of Lebanon) association has been working to clean the south coast beaches. "They are extremely durable but they are not designed to sit here in the sun, wind and rain for two years." Full story at http://www.terradaily.com/2007/080625044440.v5jkk53s.html
Toxic Pesticide on Philippine Ferry Halts Search

The Philippines halted a search for hundreds of bodies feared trapped inside a capsized passenger ferry on Friday after authorities learnt that 10 metric tons of pesticide was on board. The Princess of the Stars ran aground during a typhoon and then overturned in about 15 minutes off Sibuyan island in the central Philippines on Saturday. The vessel had 865 passengers and crew. Angry officials said Sulpicio Lines, the vessel's owner, would be held accountable for not alerting them to the 400 boxes of endosulfan. Exposure to the deadly chemical, which is highly restricted, can cause nausea, convulsions and death. The United States' Environmental Protection Agency classifies it as highly toxic. Philippines Vice President Noli de Castro said had officials been told earlier about the cargo, divers would not have been sent to the vessel to search for bodies. "This is in pure form and in powder form, so it is very dangerous, if it gets wet even a little," de Castro said. "This should not even be aboard a passenger ship." Read the complete story at -
 http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/world/international-philippines-ferry.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
CONGRATULATIONS ! DON JOHNSTON AND THE DANGEROUS GOODS & HAZMAT GROUP CELEBRATE 10th ANNIVERSARY AND 1,000 MEMBER MILESTONE


In the picture: Jim Craig (left) and Don Johnston (right)

ISCO is pleased to offer sincere congratulations to its Associate Member, DG & Hazmat Group and its founder, Don Johnston. Early in 1997 Don spent considerable time researching the WWW for a forum or network of people who had a common interest in Dangerous Goods & Hazardous Materials. He found that no global forum or entity existed.  In March of 1998, the DG-Hazmat Group was formally created. Now the Group has achieved a membership of 1,000 from over 50 countries and every continent. Don writes “The evolvement of the Group has been interesting; it has brought together people from so many walks of life, more than was first thought.  The Group comprises regulators, enforcement officers, HSE people from a varied cross section of industry, chemists and scientists in many disciplines, engineers, educators & environmentalists, manufacturers, suppliers, academics, physicists and research students, oil & chemical company representatives, community public interest groups and activists, the list goes on …” The Group is supported by the PetroTechnik Group  http://www.upp.co.uk  In 2005 PetroTechnik CEO, John Boudry and Jim Craig (their Australian representative) met with Don Johnston at the Australian Grand Prix  and after discussions John and Jim felt that with the PetroTechnik background of innovative products and in keeping with their commitment to the Environment that PetroTechnik should support this industry Group. The free newsletter published by Don Johnston of the DG & Hazmat Group is one of the best sources of world-wide news on oil /chemical spills and related events. It comes out every few days and contains up to about 30 pages of incident reports, often accompanied by dramatic colour photos. How do interested parties become members? - It’s pretty easy, there are two ways this can be done, and the simplest is to send a blank email to: DangerousGoods-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Alternatively, visit the Group’s Home Page at: http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/DangerousGoods/ and click on the icon “Join this Group”.

USA: Engineered Wetland Removes Subsurface Hydrocarbons While Providing Beneficial Reuse

British Petroleum (BP) is operating an engineered wetland to treat petroleum-contaminated ground water at a 300-acre site in Casper, WY. Release of petroleum products during refinery operations from 1908 until 1991 resulted in significant petroleum hydrocarbon contamination. Over 44,000 yd3 of LNAPL were removed by dual-phase recovery wells and oil/water separators constructed in 1981, but additional cleanup measures were needed to address dissolved-phase contaminants. Augmented by a cascading aeration system, the engineered wetland is achieving non-detect concentrations of target compounds such as benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes (BTEX) while allowing concurrent reuse of the property for commercial and recreational purposes. Complete article at http://www.clu-in.org/products/newsltrs/tnandt/view.cfm?issue=0508.cfm#3
USA: Integrated Solar and Wind Energy Powers Oil Recovery System 

Recovery of free-product petroleum at the former St. Croix Alumina (SCA) site in Kingshill on St. Croix, VI, is addressing ground-water contamination caused by past releases of fuel and refined petroleum at SCA. The oil recovery system employs wind-driven turbine compressors (WTCs), wind-driven electric generators (WEGs), and photovoltaic (PV) panels to power pneumatic and electric submersible pumps.  The complete article can be accessed at http://www.clu-in.org/download/newsltrs/tnandt0508.pdf
As nanotechnology gains ground, so do concerns

Nanotechnology - the science of engineering products or substances down to one billionth of a meter in size - has produced breakthroughs for manufacturers of consumer goods, including clear sunscreens, stain-resistant clothing and superstrong sports goods. But the applications of nanotechnology could also be a boon for developing new ways to cut waste, clean up pollution and improve the energy efficiency of entire industries. The problem is that some properties of these tiny particles are unknown, and potentially harmful, and scientists are still trying to determine whether their size affects their toxicity. For governments and other authorities that view commercialization of nanotechnology as a way to develop innovative environmental products and create new industries, the concerns present huge challenges. Stavros Dimas, the EU environment commissioner, last week emphasized both the potential benefits and dangers of nanotechnology, saying it was the duty of regulators "to ensure that society benefits from novel applications of nanotechnologies" while "fully applying the precautionary principle." 
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/24/business/greencol25.php
USA: NEW HAZMAT RESOURCE SPREADSHEET

Thanks to Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group for providing a link to a spreadsheet that provides many helpful links and phone numbers that may be useful in preparing for or responding to a chemical event. Information is given under the headings – Critical Phone Numbers, First Responders (alerts to the full range of response hazards), Decontamination, Emergency Exposure Guidelines, Field Detection, PPE, Chemical Fact Sheets, Chemistry and Toxicology, Laboratory, Public and Community Resources, Worker Protection, and Veterinary. http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/xls/ICTW_InfoMatrix_2008.xls
UN Officials: Poor nations can't manage toxic waste

The world's poorest nations are unable to manage the mountains of toxic waste flowing in for disposal from rich countries because of a lack of resources and political will, officials said Wednesday. Katharina Kummer Peiry, the executive secretary of a UN convention on hazardous waste disposal, said the dumping of everything from hazardous chemicals to electronic waste from televisions and computers in poor countries is a growing problem. She blamed it mostly on the inability of poor nations to finance better enforcement and monitoring of waste coming into their ports. "The problem lies in the lack of interest and lack of resources on the issue at all levels," Peiry said. The warning comes as delegates from as many as 170 countries meet on the Indonesian island of Bali to discuss how they can strengthen the U.N.-administered Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, adopted in 1989. The meeting ends Friday. The extent of the problem was illustrated in 2006, when hundreds of tons of toxic waste were dumped around Ivory Coast's main city of Abidjan, killing at least 10 people and sickening tens of thousands more. The waste came from a tanker chartered by the Dutch commodities trading company Trafigura Beheer BV, which turned to Africa after disposal costs in Amsterdam were deemed too expensive. Complete story at - http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5ilmacpqSoESZeD3020WmV79FJJkAD91H6DSG0
Operational Risk Management: A Case Study Approach to Effective Planning and Response
Operational Risk Management adopts a unique approach to how organizations can manage risk that reduces the likelihood of experiencing undesirable events and, should a disaster occur, controls the impacts.  Using case studies involving recent natural disasters, man-made accidents and terrorist acts, common risk factors are identified that serve as the underlying causes of these catastrophes.  More importantly, recognition of these factors and the lessons learned are used to recommend a better way for managing risk in the future.  Operational Risk Management, by Mark D. Abkowitz, professor of civil and environmental engineering at Vanderbilt University, contains 15 case studies of major disasters, including September 11, Hurricane Katrina and the losses of the Challenger and Columbia space shuttles.  It also includes two success stories where major disasters were averted through careful planning, extraordinary communication and teamwork.  Additional information can be found here
Top Oil Response Industry Expert, Vikoma’s Mike Dorey, Announces Retirement

Last week, Vikoma International Ltd’s Special Projects Director, Mr. Mike Dorey announced his retirement. Mike has been involved in developing oil spill response systems at Vikoma for 33 of the Company’s 40 year history and is well known and well respected throughout the industry. Mike Dorey plans to step out of his full time role during the summer and will continue to work with Vikoma International on special projects on a consultancy basis. On announcing his retirement he said, “I have enjoyed the challenges and developments in the industry over the years, but now I would like to spend a little more time with my family. I don’t want to step away completely though – Vikoma has some exciting projects in the offing and it will be a pleasure to help bring those to fruition!” Mike King, Managing Director of Vikoma International Ltd commented, “Mike’s expertise and experience has been a valuable asset to Vikoma over the years and we are incredibly pleased he is going to continue to work with us. Mike has an impressive track record and is responsible for the concept behind two of Vikoma’s cornerstone products, including the ideas behind our best of breed products, the Hi-Sprint boom and the Komara 20 skimmer, both of which have set industry standards in performance and reliability for oil spill response equipment. He was also instrumental in major spill and protection projects such as the massive BTC pipeline from Georgia to Turkey.”  http://www.vikoma.com
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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