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MEMBER OF ISCO COUNCIL FOR USA RECEIVES US COAST GUARD  AWARD
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Dr. Manik Sardessai, a former university faculty member, has received a United States Coast Guard Certificate of Merit, recognizing his service as a Member of the Chemical Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC).  On the face of it, this appears to be a classic situation of government reaching out to academia for technical advice. And it would be, except for the fact that Dr. Sardessai has spent the last 12 years, not walking the halls of a university, but on the vanguard of environmental clean-up.  Dr. Sardessai—Manik as he is known to his co-workers—is the “science guy” for Marine Pollution Control Corp. (MPC), a family owned business headquartered in Detroit.  MPC, founded in 1967, was the first oil spill clean-up company in the Great Lakes region and one of the first in the country.  Over the years, MPC has found itself involved in clean-up efforts which were both extraordinary and mundane—from transferring to safe containment the oil which didn’t spill from the Exxon Valdez (40 million gallons of it), to cleaning the mercury which spills from a broken blood pressure monitor.  Someone has to say what the spilled “stuff” is, how it might affect you if you touch it or breathe it in, how you can safely dispose of it.  For MPC that someone is Manik.  That’s why his “hotline” rings a hundred times a day.  And that’s why the US Coast Guard selected Manik to join CTAC and assist with several of its initiatives:  developing recommendations for hazardous cargo transportation security, assessing National Fire Protection Standards, implementation of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) Annex II, and numerous others.

PHILIPPINES FERRY DISASTER UPDATE

Officials end recovery of victims in capsized Philippine ferry

Ship will instead be refloated to speed up the recovery of hundreds of bodies. The M/V PRINCESS OF THE STARS will be refloated as officials say that hundreds of bodies and toxic pesticides immediately need to be removed from the water. The edict comes fully 11 days after the ferry was capsized with 850 people onboard during Typhoon Frank. Public outcry about the slow process has prompted the government to abandoned its plans to bore a hole in the 24,000-ton vessel to pull the bodies out and recover the toxic agricultural chemicals threatening to leak out. 
 http://www.newsletterscience.com/marex/readmore.cgi?issue_id=308&article_id=3303&l=1&s=57955
Toxic chemical leak will have international repercussions: expert.

One cargo in the sunken M/V Princess of the Stars off Romblon can very well be a ticking time-bomb. Dr. Romeo Quijano, a technical expert from the UP Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology at the UP Manila, who has done extensive study on the highly-toxic pesticide endosulfan, says the chemical belongs with the likes of other Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) like DDT and has been the subject of attempts at global banning. "We have been pushing for a complete ban since 1990. There's also a push by the European Union to include it in its official list of POPs for global banning." Endosulfan is highly toxic in whatever state. Quijano rejects claims endosulfan in its raw form poses no immediate threat of contamination. "The technical grade 92% (in the sunken ferry) endosulfan is a highly-concentrated form of the pesticide, so it doesn't need activation before it can be toxic. It is toxic by itself, and as soon as it gets out of the compartment, animals and humans are exposed to immediate and long-term danger of toxicity even in very small amounts," he said. "The level toxic to fish is .03 parts per billion. Assuming the container broke and all 10 tons spread, there can be sufficient concentration to kill fish within a 100 kilometer radius, even humans exposed to acute toxicity." Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for providing the link to this ABS-CBN News story. Read the complete article at - http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/storypage.aspx?StoryId=123688
EUROPE: EMSA - SECOND DISPERSANTS WORKSHOP

EMSA held its second dispersants workshop under the title “Towards a harmonized approach in dispersant usage in the EU” on19-20 May in Lisbon. Prior to the event, a detailed strategy paper was prepared in order to stimulate the discussions on the issue of taking forward EU-wide harmonisation in the area of dispersant testing and approval methods. The main themes were: the presentation of recent developments in dispersant usage; a discussion of the need for, and of ways towards, a harmonised approach for dispersant testing procedures and; the presentation of results from dispersant-related R&D projects. Some of the main conclusions were: that there are no real barriers to the harmonisation of dispersant product approval testing procedures, and that such harmonisation is in principle feasible, but more likely at regional level.  The foregoing and other EMSA news can be found in the June 2008 issue of the EMSA Newsletter at –
 http://www.emsa.europa.eu/Docs/newsletters/newsletter_200806.pdf
USA: Guidance on Emergency Responder Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for Response to CBRN Terrorism Incidents

This new guidance document provides local, State and Federal emergency response entities with comparison information on the Occupational Safety and Health Administration/ Environmental Protection Agency (OSHA/EPA) Protection Levels A, B, and C to De​partment of Homeland Security (DHS) adopted Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) performance based standards for response to terrorism incidents involving Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear (CBRN) hazards. Thanks to Gregory T. Banner of Hazmat 101 Group for forwarding this advice and the link given below. Gregory is Regional Emergency Coordinator, Region I (New England) US Department of Health and Human Services. http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2008-132/pdfs/2008-132.pdf
KOREA: Senior officers of VLCC Hebei Spirit cleared of criminal charges

In a judgment handed down on Monday 23 June at a branch of the Daejeon District Court in the city of Seosan, South Chungcheong Province, on South Korea's west coast, the Master and 1st Officer of the Hebei Spirit were found innocent of all charges of violating the ocean pollution law; as was the Hong Kong, China owner of the vessel, Hebei Spirit Shipping Co Ltd. Despite calls from the Prosecutor to hand down maximum fines and sentences of 2 and 3 year jail terms, and allegations by Samsung’s lawyers that the Hebei Spirit was completely at fault in not getting out of the way, the court took the factual evidence and the view of the expert witnesses (including the Prosecutor’s witness) that there was insufficient reason for the Master to have pulled up the anchor and moved the ship, at the approach of the Samsung Barge. For the full story - http://www.intertanko.com/
EUROPE: Determining the good status of groundwater in the EU

Groundwater standards in Member States are to be established by the end of 2008, according to the European Union's new Groundwater Directive. Recent research has developed a new method to determine the chemical status of groundwater which is applicable across the EU. This procedure has been assessed by testing the quality of the groundwater of the Upper Rhine Valley in Germany, Switzerland and France. The quality of groundwater (water in the ground, as opposed to surface water in rivers and lakes) is affected by natural and man-made influences. Some contaminants are directly attributable to humans, for example pesticides, whereas it is harder to assess the origin of some other chemicals (which could be derived from either natural or man-made sources). This makes it difficult to determine whether the water being monitored is contaminated through human activity. The researchers suggest that qualities of groundwater are measured against their natural chemical composition, or 'natural background levels' (NBLs). http://www.environmental-expert.com/newsletter/News_Soil_Groundwater_03072008.htm
EUROPE: Alarm at flood of bogus pesticides

A new counterfeit phenomenon is putting public health in danger - a special taskforce has found traces of illegal and dangerous chemicals in pesticides in 14 European countries. The use of fake or illegal substances to treat crops is growing at an alarming rate, according to agriculture experts, putting people's health - and farmers' livelihoods - at risk. The European Crop Protection Association recently set up a taskforce to fight the trade, uncovering a vast business run by criminal gangs, according to Rocky Rowe, the Briton who heads it. The biggest scare to date came in late 2006, when German authorities conducting random tests found isofenphos methyl, an illegal pesticide, in peppers from southern Spain. They issued an alert and authorities in 14 European countries, including Russia, found the same problem. Ukraine has become a crucial crossroads in this trade, he says. "We have only seen the tip of the iceberg," says Mr Rowe. "Lots of fake product from China comes through Ukraine and is then distributed throughout the European Union." About a quarter of the products used in Ukraine are fake, he estimates. The evidence is sitting in a warehouse on a desolate airbase south of Kiev, the capital, guarded round the clock by the SBU secret police, the successor to the KGB. It houses 500 tonnes of fake products, packaged as big brands such as Dow Chemical of the US and Bayer of Germany, that would fetch about EUR2m on the market. Read the whole article at - http://www.ftd.de/karriere_management/business_english/:Business%20English%20Alarm/377663.html
USA: CSB ISSUES FINAL REPORT ON BARTON SOLVENTS EXPLOSION, CALLS ON OSHA AND TRADE ASSOCIATIONS TO IMPROVE MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEETS FOR NONCONDUCTIVE FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS; SAFETY VIDEO WITH ANIMATION RELEASED

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) has released a case study and safety video on the July 2007 explosion and fire at the Barton Solvents distribution facility in Valley Center, Kansas. The CSB found the most likely cause of the explosion – involving what is known as a nonconductive flammable liquid -- was a static spark resulting from a loosely-linked level-measuring float within the tank. The spark ignited the air-vapor mixture inside the tank as it was being filled. Nonconductive flammable liquids can accumulate and maintain static electrical energy which discharges more slowly than from more conductive liquids. In addition, some of these liquids can form ignitable vapor-air mixtures inside storage tanks which can explode if a spark occurs. The CSB has released a ten-minute safety video which features a computer animation depicting the sequence of events that led to the explosion and fire. The video, entitled 'Static Sparks Explosion in Kansas' is available for downloading free of charge through the agency's video website, www.safetyvideos.gov. CSB Board Member William Wark said, 'Our goal is to help companies understand the hazards associated with the kinds of flammable liquids that were stored and transferred at Barton Solvents. We believe our case study and the safety video will help accomplish that goal and prevent accidents.'The July 17, 2007 explosion and fire led to the evacuation of 6,000 residents. Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for this alert. You can read the whole story and view the video at http://www.csb.gov/
USA: NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration Poised to Respond as Hurricane Season Starts

With the arrival of hurricane season, NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) is prepared to respond quickly to hazardous material spill incidents resulting from severe storm events. OR&R scientists work with federal, state and local agencies to provide scientific support and assistance before, during and after hurricanes strike. 
"NOAA, through the Office of Response and Restoration, is part of the multi-agency response team providing oil spill trajectories and environmental data so that quick decisions can be made on where to collect oil and what measures can be taken to protect critical environmental resources" says Dave Westerholm, director of NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration. "The federal and state on-scene coordinators rely on NOAA's ability to provide accurate and timely on-scene scientific support, overflights, meteorological data and modeling." Located around the country, OR&R's Scientific Support Coordinators work other divisions within NOAA, U.S. Coast Guard and other response organizations by providing on scene coordination and scientific support. The NOAA scientific team assists with spill response, information management, search and rescue missions, vessel groundings, lost or sunken oil platforms, releases from coastal 
industrial facilities, and other impacts from hurricanes. OR&R also addresses longer-term recovery efforts including assessment and removal of hazardous and non-hazardous marine debris, natural resource damage assessment, and restoration of coastal habitats. http://www.newsletterscience.com/marex/readmore.cgi?issue_id=308&article_id=3309&l=1&s=57955
NEW OIL SPILL RESPONSE VESSEL FOR CHINA NATIONAL OIL COMPANY

ISCO Member Mr. Lee Guobin of Qingdao Sunic Ocean Marine Tech & Svc Co. located in Qingdao, China, is the China representative of Slickbar, JBF and CCI. Mr. Guobin is currently working on building a JBF 6000 vessel for the China National Oil Company, the largest dedicated skimming vessel in China. This vessel will contain Slickbar/JBF’s DIP “Dynamic Inclined Plane” skimming technology. This concept illustration shows the vessel in skimming mode with the bow doors open directing the spilled oil down the DIP recovery belt and then into the onboard holding tanks. This vessel can store up to 350 CBM of recovered oil, has capabilities to apply dispersants through the spray system, fight marine fires and more. It is equipped with an Oil Spill Surveillance Radar System which enables the captain and spill combating commander to see the remote oil slick at night and even in the most foggy situations. The radar system can also detect the current direction and speed of the spill which will enhance the recovery effectiveness of the DIP Skimming System. The vessel is currently scheduled to be commissioned prior to the Olympics being held in China in August 2008. http://www.slickbar.com/Images/Slicknews2ndQtr2008/2ndQtr2008.pdf
OMAN PESCO LLC AWARDED PORT SULTAN QABOOS SPILL RESPONSE CONTRACT

On the 25th of June, 2008, Port Services Corporation, SOAG – Port Sultan Qaboos and Oman Petro Environmental Services Company  – OMAN PESCO LLC signed an agreement under which Oman PESCo LLC shall provide Oil Spill protection and response services of Tier 1 and Tier 2 at Port Sultan Qaboos. Oman PESCo LLC is an International Joint-Venture specialized in oil spill response and environmental consultancy services with a management team of international experts and national veterans. The Company is certified both nationally and internationally and organized to respond to any pollution incident with both trained personnel and equipment. The corporate expertise and global strength of Oman PESCo’s shareholders spans several decades with a multitude of projects and spill response operations. For more info contact info@omanpesco.com
Brazil's Newly Discovered Oil Reserves Get Dedicated Emergency Spill Support

Last year, Petrobras announced the world's biggest oil discovery since 2000: the Tupi field. With the promise of expanded operations from this and other nearby reserves, Petrobras has expanded their relationship with ASA, a global environmental and technology solutions company, to provide an enhanced support contract for emergency preparedness through dedicated oil spill modeling and response. Expanding their commitment to emergency preparedness, Petrobras has commissioned a dedicated staff of ASA's professional modelers to work on site and on-call 365 days a year.
 http://www.oilandgasonline.com/article.mvc/Brazils-Newly-Discovered-Oil-Reserves-Get-0001?VNETCOOKIE=NO
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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