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ASTM to Host Meeting on Hazardous Substances, Oil Spill Response
West Conshohocken, Pa.-based ASTM International announced that its Committee F20 on Hazardous Substances and Oil Spill Response will host a two-day meeting, Sept. 30-Oct. 1 at the Fountainebleau Hotel in Miami. ASTM meetings are open to all interest individuals. Committee F20 was formed in 1975 and meets twice a year to develop and update documents relevant to hazardous substances and oil spill response. The committee, with a current membership of about 100, has jurisdiction of over 55 standards, published in the Annual Book of ASTM Standards, Volume 11.05. Committee F20 has nine technical subcommittees that maintain jurisdiction over these standards. Information on this subcommittee structure, the upcoming two-day meeting in Miami, and F20's portfolio of approved standards and work items under construction are available at www.astm.org/COMMIT/F20.htm.  Source: http://www.ohsonline.com/articles/65063/
INTERSPILL CONFERENCE AND 4th IMO R&D FORUM CALL FOR PAPERS

Interspill 2009 – International Conference for Spill Prevention, Preparedness, Response and Restoration – 12-14 May, 2009 at Parc Chanot, Marseille, France

Conference topics are: Oil production and transport at sea: Patterns, trends, pollution prevention and response + Oil pollution legislation and policies: National and international levels + Regional preparedness: Cooperation agreements, mutual assistance + Oil pollution impacts and restoration: Assessment, implementation + Inland water pollution from production and transport: Prevention and contingency planning + Oil slick detection and monitoring: Organisation, detection, sampling techniques and equipment, subsurface monitoring + Shoreline response: Tools and techniques, performance. Waste disposal, alternative uses of oily waste and the impact of European legislation on waste disposal + Response at sea: Rationale, tools and techniques, performance + Dispersants: Efficiency, toxicity, decision making, new developments + Rigs, wrecks and sunken oil: Tracking slicks, quantifying oil in wrecks, removal from wrecks + Heavy fuel oil versus crude oil aspects: Challenges of heavy oil response, impacts + Compensation of pollution damage caused by oil and HNS: National rules and international conventions, trends and expected evolution. The deadline for submission of papers is 15th September, 2008. http://www.interspill.com/papers.htm
The 4th IMO R&D Forum – being held at Interspill 2009

Conference topics are: Transportation of HNS, identification and assessment: HNS pollutant behaviour, aquatic toxicity, biological aspects, environmental impact + HNS detection and monitoring: Detection / sampling techniques and equipment, fate modelling, real-time monitoring + HNS Response strategies: Organisation, the ship, places of refuge, packaged goods versus bulk chemicals + HNS case studies and lessons learnt: Incident, response and management, consequences + Health and safety:
Toxicity threshold, human protection, decontamination, waste disposal + Compensation of pollution damage caused by oil and HNS: National rules and international conventions, trends and expected evolution.  The deadline for submission of papers is 15th September, 2008. http://www.interspill.com/papers.htm
ARCTIC OCEAN: Successful field trials off Svalbard
The full-scale trials which took place to the east of Hopen in May have been described as highly successful. They included a series of tests of oil skimmers and fire-resistant oil-booms, the burning of floating oil and a monitoring experiment that was controlled via satellite. The tests produced promising results that offer a basis for the further development of measures to protect against oil-spills in ice-infested regions. The experiments were carried out as part of a major international collaborative research programme, “The joint industry programme on oil-spill contingency for Arctic and ice-covered waters”, which was launched in 2006. This is the world’s largest and most wide-ranging R & D programme on oil-spills to date, with a total budget of NOK 60 million spread over three and a half years. Full report at: http://www.innovations-report.de/html/berichte/umwelt_naturschutz/bericht-114090.html
REPORT ON ENVIRONMENTAL RISK EVALUATION CRITERIA SUBMITTED TO MEPC
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In the picture: On completion of his term as Chairman of the Greek Section of the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers, ISCO Member of Council for Greece, Prof. Harilaos N. Psaraftis, receives a Certificate of Appreciation

Under the co-ordination of Prof. Psaraftis, work on Environmental Risk Evaluation Criteria continued in the period after the 57th session of the IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) held March 31 – April 4 in London. MEPC decided to extend the mandate of the correspondence group until MEPC 58 (October 2008, London). In the context of this work, Prof. Psaraftis proposed a general framework for incorporating environmental risk evaluation criteria within IMO’s guidelines for Formal Safety Assessment (FSA). Such criteria are currently absent from FSA. Said criteria are relevant for evaluating on a cost-benefit basis Risk Control Options (RCOs) for reducing oil spill pollution risk.  http://www.martrans.org/
INDIA: Decades Later, Toxic Sludge Torments Bhopal
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In 2004, complaints from residents led the Supreme Court to order the state to supply clean drinking water to the people living around the factory.
Hundreds of tons of waste still languish inside a tin-roofed warehouse in a corner of the old grounds of the Union Carbide pesticide factory here, nearly a quarter-century after a poison gas leak killed thousands and turned this ancient city into a notorious symbol of industrial disaster. The toxic remains have yet to be carted away. No one has examined to what extent, over more than two decades, they have seeped into the soil and water, except in desultory checks by a state environmental agency, which turned up pesticide residues in the neighborhood wells far exceeding permissible levels. Nor has anyone bothered to address the concerns of those who have drunk that water and tended kitchen gardens on this soil and who now present a wide range of ailments, including cleft palates and mental retardation, among their children as evidence of a second generation of Bhopal victims, though it is impossible to say with any certainty what is the source of the afflictions. Why it has taken so long to deal with the disaster is an epic tale of the ineffectiveness and seeming apathy of India’s bureaucracy and of the government’s failure to make the factory owners do anything about the mess they left. But the question of who will pay for the cleanup of the 11-acre site has assumed new urgency in a country that today is increasingly keen to attract foreign investment. Read the full report in the New York Times Asia Pacific at http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/07/world/asia/07bhopal.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
UN team to advise on salvage of toxic Philippine ferry cargo

Report of July 11: UN experts are expected in the Philippines later Friday to advise the authorities on the salvage of a capsized ferry laden with toxic chemicals to avoid an ecological disaster, officials said. They will be based on the central island of Sibuyan, near where the 24,000-ton Princess of the Stars with hundreds of people and 10 tonnes of endosulfan pesticide aboard sank during Typhoon Fengshen three weeks ago. The shipping disaster claimed nearly 800 lives. The experts are being deployed jointly by the UN and the European Union at the request of Philippine authorities "to assess the situation," according to a joint statement by the UN Environmental Programme and the Monitoring and Information Centre of the European Commission. The three-member team -- a marine chemist, an eco-toxicologist and a civil protection expert -- would spend a week in the Philippines to assess the situation and determine priority needs, it added. "If not handled properly, this could be a disaster upon a disaster," added Vladimir Sakharov, head of a joint UNEP and UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs environment unit. "Leakage of the ferry's toxic cargo would cause major ecological damage and thereby have a terrible impact on the livelihoods of people living in the region," Sakharov added.

http://www.terradaily.com/2007/080711084629.jknk01qm.html
DV Howells celebrates 60 years with a name change


DV Howells celebrated its 60th anniversary as the oldest oil spill response company by announcing its name change to Braemar Howells to reflect its part in the Braemar Shipping Services Group plc. It recently celebrated its 60 years’ birthday in style with a jazz night and dinner on a Thames River cruise through the heart of London. Company staff past and present together with family members of Danny Vernon Howells, who established the company in May 1948 in Milford Haven, West Wales, rubbed shoulders with industry representatives from as far afield as Canada, Nigeria and South Africa to congratulate a company that has proved beyond any doubt that all it takes for successful longevity is passion, hard work and professionalism working as a team. Simon Rickaby, Managing Director of Braemar Howells, who dealt with his first spill in Nigeria in 1978 and has been at the company’s helm for the past 21 years, paid tribute to employees past and present, for their hard work and dedication that has resulted in the company celebrating this significant anniversary and its record breaking annual results.

ASSE Offers Clean-up Tips for Flood-Related Mold

Mold grows easily in flood-related conditions, which include standing water, humid air, and wet surfaces, and the longer these conditions remain, as in the current flooding in the Midwest, the more the mold growth can spread. Addressing the issue, the American Society of Safety Engineers is offering tips to consider for those faced with cleaning up mold and minimizing its adverse effects, even while recognizing that individual circumstances are often unique and there is no one-size-fits-all solution. "For businesses, addressing mold and moisture after a flood disaster should be the first step to reduce the risk to others who may need to work in an affected building," said ASSE Regional Vice President James H. Morris III. EPA recommends that "surfaces wet longer than 48 hours with 'clean water' should be considered as potentially contaminated, and any surfaces in contact with 'dirty water' should be considered contaminated." ASSE members recommend that people consult their state and local experts for more guidance regarding state and local laws and regulations addressing mold. For detailed recommendations and more information: http://www.ohsonline.com/articles/64977/
USA: Nuclear/Radiological Incident Annex HAS BEEN UPDATED

For information go to: http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf/incidentannexes.htm  [Thanks to E. Kostiuk of Hazmat 101 Group for providing this alert]
USCG R&D Center Tests Subsurface Oil Detection Technology
Sinking oils historically account for only a small percentage of spills, but the environmental and economic consequences resulting from heavy oils sinking can be high. When the oil sinks, it can impact shellfish and other marine life populations in addition to causing closure of water intakes at water treatment facilities and power plants. The underwater environment

poses major problems such as poor visibility, currents that can make it difficult to track oil spill movement, problems with containment methods and technologies, and problems with the equipment's interaction with water. The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) R&D Center released a Request for Information (RFI) to determine if an existing technology was currently available, or if there was an interest in developing a capability for subsurface heavy oil detection and/or removal. The RFI resulted in a variety of responses and many different detection/recovery technology options. As a result, four vendors with their proposed systems were invited to participate in the first phase of evaluation at the Ohmsett Facility in late November, early December 2007. The technologies selected for evaluation included a Multibeam Sonar device, a Laser Line Scan System, a Fluorosence Polarization System, and Real-Time Mass Spectrometry. It is anticipated that a combination of sensors may be needed in order to search and confirm the location of submerged oil. The objective of the Ohmsett test was to evaluate the capabilities of proposed systems to identify the presence of heavy oil on the sea floor with 80% certainty from at least one meter away, provide real time data, provide data for all sea floor conditions (sandy, rocky, and gravel bottom types; vegetation and shellfish-covered bottoms; and over flat and sloped areas) and operate in fresh and salt water conditions equally as well. [This is only part of one of several interesting news items in the Spring/Summer edition of the Ohmsett Gazette. You can read the whole of this report and find the other stories in the Gazette at http://ohmsett.com/OHMSETT/Spring%20Summer%202008%20Final.pdf  ]

USA: VIRGINIA HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CONFERENCE & EXPO

The Virginia Association of Hazardous Materials Response Specialists (VAHMRS), in conjunction with the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM), is proud to announce the 25th Annual Virginia Hazardous Materials Conference and Expo to be held October 13-17, 2008 at the Hampton Roads Convention Center and Embassy Suites Hotel. 

 The Virginia Hazardous Materials Conference and Expo serves as the premier hazardous materials conference in the mid-Atlantic region. The event features over 60 educational workshops and an exhibition area featuring the latest products and technology for the hazardous materials industry. http://www.virginiahazmat.org/displayconvention.cfm
LITTLE BLACK BOOK OF OIL SPILL CONTRACTORS

Your editor recently met with Stewart Ellis at the UK Spill 08 Event at Southampton UK and was reminded of a promise made at IOSC Savannah to give the new edition of the Little Black Book a mention in this Newsletter. The new edition has been exceptionally well received with over 2,000 copies taken up by IOSC delegates. The Little Black Book is still very much available and you can obtain a copy by visiting Stewart’s website at -
  http://www.cleanupoil.com/blackbook.htm
NEW OIL SORBENT PRODUCT FROM LAGOS, NIGERIA

This new product, called “Oleosorbent” is made from waste polymer was invented by Professor Sulyman A. Abdulkareem of University of Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria and is being marketed by MBO Russell Bedford of Lagos, Nigeria. The makers advise - “The Oleosorbent System can be used either spread on the oil or made into Booms for effective Oil-Spill pick up. When applied on an Oil Spill, either on land or on sea, it can pick up 6-20 times its own weight of oil and it floats indefinitely on water. It is both hydrophobic and oleophilic and therefore very effective for oil absorption and completely safe for human and aquatic lives. The oil-loaded Oleosorbent can be calendered/processed to recover completely the spilt oil. (There is 100% oil recovery)”. For more info visit the website at http://www.mborbi.com/marketing/oleosorbentinvention.html
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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