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IMO deploys expert to assist Princess of the Stars salvage

The Government of the Philippines has requested IMO to mobilize an independent salvage expert to provide guidance on assessing the technical aspects of the salvage proposals and plans being considered in the case of the Princess of the Stars. This follows an earlier offer of any assistance and co-operation the Government might require by IMO Secretary-General Efthimios E. Mitropoulos, immediately following last month's tragic accident. The Princess of the Stars, a ferry carrying 861 passengers and crew, went aground and sank on 21 June 2008 in the Philippines. Almost all those on board lost their lives. IMO's involvement follows the discovery that the ferry was carrying various hazardous materials, in particular a 40-ft container containing 10 metric tonnes of endosulfan, a toxic pesticide. Further to an initial request from the Government of the Philippines, IMO consulted several salvage experts and consolidated relevant technical information on the salvage issue that was shared with the Philippines Government and the United Nations Country Team. Based on the technical information provided by IMO, the Philippines Government, which is taking a hands-on role in the incident, requested IMO to urgently mobilize a competent salvage expert to assist and guide them in what is expected to be a complex salvage process, taking into account both the number of human casualties, as well as the hazardous materials on board. IMO has mobilized Mr. Paul Glerum, a Dutch salvage master, to undertake this task. Paul Glerum draws on more than 30 years' salvage experience during which he has been involved in a number of high-profile salvage projects, including the raising of the Kursk, the Russian nuclear submarine that suffered an explosion and sank in the Barents Sea in 2000. The Government of the Netherlands has provided financial support for his deployment. http://www.imo.org/
International experts have approved of how the government has, so far, handled the presence of toxic cargo in the sunken m/v Princess of the Stars. Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said a joint team of experts from the United Nations and the European Union noted the success of the Philippine government’s efforts to prevent a potential environmental and human disaster. Ermita said the experts had said the government’s moves were “on track with what they [international experts] have been doing to assess the situation.” “The presence of these international experts stems from the Department of Health’s coordination with the World Health Organization as part of the country’s obligations to the International Health Regulations,” Ermita said. On Friday, the international experts said that while their findings showed no indications of endosulfan leak, they warned that the situation could change soon. Transportation Undersecretary Maria Elena Bautista, head of the Task Force MV Princess of the Stars, was reported as saying that there is no assurance the packaging (of the endosulfan) will hold after more than a month (under water). http://www.manilastandardtoday.com/?page=politics1_july21_2008
BRIDGE provides thresholds for EU Water Framework Directive

The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) defines chemical status objectives for groundwater and related monitoring obligations but does not yet provide criteria to assess chemical status compliance. Now researchers from EU project BRIDGE (Background Criteria for the Identification of Groundwater Thresholds) have investigated 14 representative bodies of groundwater and developed thresholds that can be used to protect both human health and the environment. Ecosystems and the quantity and quality of water resources are under severe pressure globally. The EU responded with its Water Framework Directive 1, which aims to reverse pollution and clean up EU water bodies by 2015. BRIDGE2 was established to develop and test a methodology to derive groundwater threshold values, and support the development of a common methodology for EU Member States. Read the complete article at -
                                                               http://www.environmental-expert.com/resulteachpressrelease.aspx?cid=8819&codi=33956
USA: MississipPi River Open to Traffic After Spill

The first of 200 ships idled by a massive oil spill began crawling down the Mississippi River Friday after the Coast Guard reopened the waterway to traffic, but it could be days before all of the ships are cleared. A 100-mile stretch of the river has been shut down since Wednesday, when a barge split open in a collision with the Liberian-flagged tanker Tintomara. Roughly 419,000 gallons spilled into the fast-flowing waterway to commerce, and crews have sopped up about 11,000 — just a fraction of what the barge was carrying. http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1826604,00.html
Three tugs hold up a barge that was split in two on the Mississippi, July 23 when the 600-foot tanker Tintomara and the Mel Oliver tug, towing the barge collided. Approximately 400,000 gallons of number six fuel oil spilled from the barge. The U.S. Coast Guard and other local, state and federal agencies are working to clean and contain the oil. Oil coated the river for nearly 100 miles from New Orleans to the Gulf of Mexico.   http://www.uscg.mil/
IRELAND: Polluters to be hit with costs of clean-up
Major polluters will be forced to pay millions in clean-up costs in addition to existing penalties under tough new legislation to be introduced next year. The measures in the Environmental Liability Bill are now needed to bring Ireland into line with EU law. Once in place, the new legislation would mean that the entire cost of bringing an area "back to how it was before it was damaged" would have to be met by the offending landowner, company, or farmer. http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/0725/1216917539599.html
Frontline Communicator - Remote View Video Streaming

This is an interesting device that enables first responders to transmit in real-time the events of a disaster area, spill incident, or any unique situation that requires a video image to be reviewed by organizational management. The viewing system consists of a two S-Video cameras (one on the head, and one on the controller for close ups) and a belt-worn controller/computer running Windows CE software. The controller compresses the video from the camera and audio from the micro and transmits it wirelessly to a satellite access point where it is streamed to an expert running the remote software on their PC anywhere in the world. The expert and field technician have 2-way conversation to direct what to look at next. This camera performs extremely well over a satellite connection, even one where speeds may be limited to just over 100Kbps upload. The video compression routine uses a proprietary codec that processes the video image in less than 200 Milliseconds before streaming it over satellite access point. This will work on the Inmarsat BGAN and FleetBroadband Maritime. More info at: http://www.audisoft.net/en/pdf/FrontlineCom_en.pdf
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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