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IMO: “Gulfs area” and Southern South African waters Special Areas take effect

Special Areas in which the discharge of wastes from ships is prohibited will take effect in the "Gulfs area" and off southern South Africa on 1 August 2008, providing extra protection from pollution from shipping in those areas under the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL). The "Gulfs area" was established as a Special Area in 1973, when MARPOL was adopted, but the discharge requirements therein could not take effect until States in the area had ratified the Convention and provided adequate reception facilities. Following a 10-year regional project on the implementation of MARPOL, organized and administrated by ROPME/MEMAC, with support from IMO's Integrated Technical Co-operation Programme, all the States in the "Gulfs area" have now ratified MARPOL and have provided adequate reception and treatment facilities for Annex I and Annex V ship-generated wastes in ports, terminals and ship repair ports in the area. Annex I covers pollution by oil from ships and Annex V covers pollution by garbage from ships. The Southern South African waters Special Area under MARPOL Annex I was adopted as an amendment to MARPOL in 2006, and an MEPC resolution was adopted in 2007 establishing 1 August 2008 as the date on which the discharge requirements take effect. This followed information provided by South Africa that adequate reception facilities for oily wastes from ships were provided in all major ports within the Special Area. http://www.imo.org/
USA: BUSH SIGNS MARITIME POLLUTION PROTECTION ACT

On July 21, 2008, President Bush signed into law the Maritime Pollution Protection Act of 2008. This action paves the way for U.S. ratification of the Protocol of 1997 to amend the International Convention on the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) and incorporates the amended provisions of that important international instrument into U.S. law. The Protocol of 1997 contains amendments to prevent and control air pollution from ships (MARPOL Annex VI). The significant remaining step for the U.S. becoming a party to MARPOL Annex VI is the process of delivering a diplomatic instrument of ratification to the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization. Adoption of the Maritime Pollution Protection Act of 2008 allows for the United States to become a party to Annex VI, and will significantly enhance the stature of the United States among the community of maritime nations and its ability to influence ongoing and future negotiations. The United States will become a party to the Annex three months after a diplomatic instrument of ratification is submitted to the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in London. http://www.piersystem.com/go/doc/786/216115
IRELAND: ISAA ALL-IRELAND ACCREDITATION SCHEME TRAINING EVENT  

Following the July 30 meeting of the Steering Group of the International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) All-Ireland Accreditation Scheme, it can be announced that the 2008 Training Event will take place over September 25-26 at Castle Archdale, near Eniskillen, Northern Ireland. The focus of the intensive two-day training course will be on response to inland oil spills – on land spills, including groundwater pollution, and spills in streams, rivers and lakes. Theoretical training will be complemented by practical exercises with participants working in small teams. The Training Event is open to attendees from participating response companies, staff from regulatory authorities, local councils and other stakeholders. Booking forms and full details of the programme are available on application to john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org The number of places on the course is limited and intending participants are strongly advised to submit applications as soon as possible.

China donates pollution control EQUIPMENT for salvage of capsized Philippine ferry 

China has donated marine pollution control equipment with a combined worth of 20 million pesos (454,500 U.S. dollars) to the Philippines, part of which will be used in the salvage of the capsized passenger ferry M/V Princess of theStars, Philippine Coast Guard (PSG) authority said Thursday. The equipment is part of the donations China handed over to the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) of the Philippines last year and were formally transferred to the PSG authority last Thursday, witnessed by DSWD Undersecretary Celia C. Yangco. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-07/31/content_8880171.htm
USA: Producing Emergency Plans: A Guide for All-Hazard Operations Planning for State, Territorial, Local, and Tribal Governments 

Briefing on this publication, courtesy of E. Kostiuk, Hazmat 101 Group - Release Date: August 1, 2008 Release Number: FNF-08-070. Planning is an essential homeland security activity. It requires policies, procedures, and tools that support the decision makers and planners who make up the emergency planning community. Overview: 
The interim Comprehensive Preparedness Guide (CPG) 101, Producing Emergency Plans: A Guide for All-Hazard Operations Planning for State, Territorial, Local, and Tribal Governments continues the effort to provide communities with guidance for emergency operations planning. CPG-101(interim) leverages this long standing experience and reflects the current emergency planning environment by integrating concepts from the National Incident Management System and the National Response Framework, lessons learned from recent disasters, and recommendations from the Nationwide Plan Review. CPG-101 (interim) replaces State and Local Guide 101, “Guide for All-Hazards Emergency Planning and is the cornerstone for a series of CPGs that address a variety of hazards and emergency functions. CPG-101 (interim) also describes how the state and local planning process will vertically integrate with the Federal Integrated Planning System. http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=45314
USA: Wind-driven SVE system extracts VOCs from landfill

An innovative soil vapor extraction (SVE) system has operated at the former Ferdula Landfill site in Frankfort, NY, for the past 10 years. The system relies on wind-driven vacuum processes rather than electrically powered air blowers to extract volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from the landfill. After a two-year trial beginning in 1998, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) approved long-term use of the SVE system to address VOC-contaminated soil serving as a contaminant source within the landfill. Soil-gas monitoring indicates that concentrations of contaminants of concern, primarily toluene and trichloroethene (TCE), have decreased 91-94% since implementing system upgrades in late 2001. The landfill received industrial waste such as chlorinated and non-chlorinated solvents generated during gun manufacturing at the nearby Remington Arms Company. Wastes from the wood finishing and metal cleaning processes were disposed at the landfill from approximately 1967 to 1975. Subsurface soil consists of 2-10 feet of a lacustrine sand underlain by a 75-foot-thick lacustrine silt and clay unit with fine seams of sand. Ground water is encountered at a depth of 5-6 feet. In 1996, the landfill was closed and covered with a conventionally engineered cap constructed of clay and a synthetic membrane. Read the complete article: http://www.environmental-expert.com/resultEachArticle.aspx?cid=24196&codi=33468
The 15th International Oil Spill Technology Seminar Brazil, Nov. 2008

This year the NOSCA international seminar will be held in Brazil in cooperation with PetroBras. This will be a new exciting seminar that will be partly held in Rio de Janeiro and Angra dos Reis. The seminar will take place in the period 4th – 6th November 2008 in Rio de Janeiro and Angra dos Reis where one of the largest Petrobras terminals is located.The seminar will focus on a broad outline of how Petrobras developed their oil spill response strategies in the beginning of the millennium, and how this now works in comparison with the Norwegian model. The seminar will give the participants excellent opportunities to exchange information and experiences at personal levels. As always NOSCA has aims at giving its seminar participants the opportunity of networking.  The preliminary programme is Tuesday 4th November - Full day seminar with presentations by guest speakers from oil companies, government institutions and environmental specialists. There will also be ”lessons learned” presentations focusing on recent oil spills and their challenges; Wednesday 5th November -  Emphasis on real cases and focus on areas how to improve future response and efficiency. Sightseeing to Rio de Janeiro’s many beautiful sceneries. Thursday 6th November -  Departure from Rio de Janeiro to Angra dos Reis where we are invited by Petrobras as observers to one of their oil spill response exercises. The NOSCA seminar will close with a farewell dinner in stunning surroundings at the Portobello Hotel. For more information - http://www.nosca.no/index.php?uget=4&mid=29&k=29
UK: IEMA Environmental Knowledge Exchange - 3rd Sept 2008

The Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment’s Environmental Knowledge Exchange, in association with the Environmental Knowledge Transfer Network, brings together academics and practitioners from the environmental field to discuss cutting edge research that deals with specific issues in the management of environmental problems. The knowledge exchange is a must attend event as researchers will present their works and explore how practitioners could put these ideas in practice, discussing insights to further the research agenda and also funding. Therefore, the event is an important interaction between academia and practising environmental professionals for the benefit of the environmental sector and everyone working within it. This event is aimed at all environmental professionals who are dedicated to incorporating the latest developments and innovations into the day-to-day practice of environmental management and assessment, which may also provide competitive advantages and potential opportunities for practitioners and businesses in applying the most recent techniques. The venue is the Saïd Business School, University of Oxford. [Thanks to Kenny Salmon of Briggs Environmental Services Ltd. for passing on this alert]  For more information - http://www.iema.net/conferences/knowledgeexchange
UK: 9th IDER (International Disaster & Emergency Resilience, Readiness, Response & Recovery) Conference
This conference will be held at the BT Centre, 81 Newgate Street, London EC1A 7AJ (near St Paul's Cathedral) on Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th October 2008, with IAEM & ICDDS Workshops on the afternoon of Monday 13th. The conference programme has been developed in conjunction with an international committee of senior emergency planning and disaster management specialists drawn from local and national government organisations, international aid agencies, consultancies, emergency services and academia. The committee identify current issues affecting the disaster and emergency readiness community and a majority of the speakers are by invitation. For the conference programme, details of speakers and other information:
 http://www.iderweb.org/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=26&MMN_position=33:33
USA, LA, NEW ORLEANS, AUGUST 3 2008.  SALVAGE JOB ON BARGE WRECKAGE A PAINSTAKING, RISKY BUSINESS

The opening part of a graphic description by Chris Kirkham of the salvage operation………
	Aboard Bisso Marine's salvage support vessel, anchored for a week in the middle of one of the busiest commercial waterways in the country, dozens of workers in hard hats navigate a noisy landscape of rubber hoses, steel cables and white-hot sparks. The loud hum of an air compressor fills the air. Scaffolding hangs from cranes allowing welders to hover for hours above the river's torrential currents. After more than a week of preparation, crews today launch the full thrust of salvaging a 798-ton wrecked barge from the bottom of the Mississippi River. Though critics have questioned the speed at which the removal is progressing, salvage leaders vigorously defend the time spent poring over schematics and plotting the removal of what could be tens of thousands of gallons of oil still trapped inside. "There's a lot of homework that goes into it, " said W.A. "Beau" Bisso, president of Bisso Marine, the salvage company contracted to retrieve the wreckage the day the spill happened. "It's not like you just hook up a wrecker to a wrecked car."  …You can read the complete article at: http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2008/08/salvage_job_on_barge_wreckage.html
Click to see how the barge will be raised: 

http://blog.nola.com/news_impact/2008/08/0802RaisingTheBarge.pdf
[Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this story and the links]




PHILIPPINES: “Beyond the surface” – THE ROLE OF THE PHILIPPINE COASTGUARD AUXILIARY

Another interesting article by Lt. Cmdr. Vanessa Garon and Ensign Alexandra Garon of the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary …… Tragedy has become history. Terror and disbelief has become apprehension vigilance. The inverted keel of the MV Princess of the Stars that defiles the coastline of Romblon has become a fixture, a corpse that obstinately will not leave memory. Long after ambulance-chasing media personalities have come and gone, the duty and the dangers that the guardians of the sea and their charges must confront remain. The tragic sinking of the ferry has spotlighted an unsung institution and its little known ancillary—the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary (PCGA) …Lieutenant Commander Vanessa Garon and Ensign Alexandra Garon, as the only female divers who participated in the recent recovery efforts, have inadvertently become the face of this little known institution. You can read the complete story at: http://www.manilatimes.net/national/2008/aug/03/yehey/weekend/20080803week1.html
CANADA: 2008 Pacific States/British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force Annual Meeting

The meeting, hosted by the British Columbia Ministry of Environment, is scheduled for September 18, 2008 at The Inn at Laurel Point, Victoria, British Columbia. The theme will be “Back to the future:  Learning Lessons from Recent Events While Facing New Challenges. More info: http://oilspilltaskforce.org/docs/08agenda.pdf
UK: Society of Maritime Industries is moving

Information just received: During the week commencing 4th August, the Society will conclude the move from Great Guildford Street, which has been our home for over 20 years, to 28- 29 Threadneedle Street, London EC2R 8AY. As we are only a small team we trust you will understand if we cannot immediately respond to your queries during the week of the move whilst we unpack and settle in. We expect to be fully open for business on 11th August. Unfortunately we have had to change our telephone and fax line numbers with the move, please see our new details: Society of Maritime Industries 28-29 Threadneedle Street London EC2R 8AY Tel: +44 (0)20 7628 2555 Fax: +44 (0)20 7638 4376

REMINDER FOR ISCO MEMBERS

The deadline for submission of papers for the 2008 Interspill Conference and the 4th IMO R&D Forum is 15th September, 2008. If you are going to submit a paper, please advise john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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