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PHILIPPINES: Plan Needed for Philippine Ferry Toxins – Experts

	UN and EU experts have confirmed that five pesticides and other toxins were aboard a ferry that capsized in the Philippines in June killing hundreds of people and urged steps to prevent an environmental disaster. In a statement on Friday, the European Commission said a comprehensive plan was needed to dispose of the chemicals in the wreck of the "Princess of the Stars" before any salvage operation was attempted.The experts' report said the ferry was carrying a "substantial" amount of toxic pesticides as well as 100,000 litres of fuel for its engines when it capsized on June 21. It said that one container aboard the wreck was found to contain the pesticide Endosulfan and another the pesticides Carbofuran, Propineb, Metamidophos and Niclosamide. The experts recommended improved monitoring of water, sediment and air to assess the risk of pollution and to coastal populations. So far, no leakage of chemicals or oil from the wreck had been detected, EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said in the statement. "I hope that the suggestions made by our experts concerning sampling procedures, bio-monitoring and precautionary measures will help ensure that this dreadful tragedy does not also turn into an environmental disaster," he said. United Nations expert Vladimir Sakharov said the accident underscored the need for preparedness and contingency planning for such incidents. http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/49632/story.htm
ISCO WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

ISCO is pleased to welcome two new members – SESMEKE Environmental Services (Turkey) as a corporate member, and Mr Hamdan Al-Ghamdi as an individual member. Mr Al-Ghamdi is General Manager of Environmental Protection in Saudi Arabia.




JAPAN: NEW ROBOT BUOY FOR TRACKING OIL SPILLS

An engineering professor at Osaka University has developed a prototype of a robotic buoy designed to facilitate the quick cleanup of heavy oil from the sea in the event of a maritime accident and thus reduce damage to the environment. The experimental cylindrical buoy measuring 2.7 meters in length and 27 centimeters in diameter will automatically track the spread of oil slicks and transmit information about them and their position by radio. Naomi Kato, professor of submersible robotic engineering who developed the robotic buoy with other experts, hopes it can go into actual use in three years’ time. He emphasized the need for such buoys, saying, ‘‘The development of an oil field in Russia’s Sakhalin and Chinese economic expansion will likely lead to increased tanker traffic in Japanese coastal waters.’’
The buoy is intended to be deposited along the edge of an oil slick in the sea at the time of an accident. A sensor to analyze the stickiness of liquids detects heavy oil, which is more glutinous than sea water.
Once the buoy senses it is out of an area of heavy oil, it automatically submerges to a depth of about 10 meters and four extremely sensitive cameras explore the surrounding area. The cameras look out for the black shadow cast by oil and the buoy resurfaces in the oil slick, steering using four fins. It repeats this process to keep track of the oil. It is able to keep searching for oil at night by turning on its lights. The float utilizes the global positioning system to ascertain its position, which it transmits by radio together with data on the speed of the current, water temperature, wind direction and wind velocity. More: 
http://www.japantoday.com/category/technology/view/prototype-of-robotic-buoy-developed-to-fight-maritime-pollution
AUSTRALIA: New ways to mop up toxic chemicals in fire retardants

Australian researchers have developed a new kit to find non degradable toxic chemicals used for decades as fire retardants and new techniques to clean them up. A team led by Megh Mallavarapu has developed a field test kit and two methods of cleaning up fluorine compounds in such retardants used by military and civilian fire fighters. ‘These fluorinated compounds - known as PFOS - are highly persistent, both in humans and in the environment, more so even than DDT. They last for years and may have serious health and ecological consequences,’ said Mallavarapu of University of South Australia. ‘We have established they are toxic to various soil organisms, including worms and, once in water, there is a risk they may enter the food chain. It is suspected that they may be linked to cancer.‘Although the fire-fighting foams which use PFOS are being phased out, they are still in widespread use - and sites where they have been used or spilled remain contaminated for many years. http://www.sindhtoday.net/world/9240.htm
NIGERIA: 1,260 Oil Spills Identified In Niger Delta

A total of 1,260 oil spill sites have been identified in the oil-producing areas of Niger Delta. The break down of the figure includes in 2006, 253 Oil Spill incidents were reported, in 2007 588 were reported; while in the first two quarters of 2008, 419 were reported. In addition, the National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) has certified 327 oil impacted sites since October 2006 when the agency was established. Minister of Environment, Housing and Urban Development, Ach. Halima Tayo Alao, disclosed this in Calabar in her keynote address at the Stakeholder’s Consultative Workshop. She said the Federal Government, having considered the negative effects of oil spills in the communities and the country, is embarking on protecting land, water and atmospheric resources of Nigeria. In his welcome address, the Director General and Chief Executive of NOSDRA, Dr. B. A. Ajakaiye, said the main focus of the workshop was to explore ways of establishing an enduring mechanism for preventing and responding to oil spill incidents in Nigeria. Furthermore, the workshop is to also identify more effective ways of collaborating with oil companies, host communities, state and local governments, civil societies, non-governmental organisations and volunteers in implementing appropriate oil management. http://www.leadershipnigeria.com/product_info.php?products_id=32392&osCsid=119ed4f7793abb429991f9f65c2500b9
Amazonian Chernobyl - Ecuador's oil environment disaster

Millions of gallons of crude oil and toxic waste - the legacy of an oil extraction programme - has blighted 1,700 hectares of land and poisoned the rivers and streams in Sucumbios in the north-east corner of Ecuador. The region is home to five different indigenous tribes and its rich biodiversity includes many thousands of plant and animal species. Oil has been one of the South American country's most profitable exports since the 1960s but it has come at a terrible environmental price. Amazon Watch, the Environmental action group, claim that in excess of 17m tonnes of oil waste has been dumped in open and unlined pits which has poisoned the land and the water course. Locals claim that many oil pits in the 1990s were simply covered in plastic, rubble and soil and are still leaking toxic chemicals into local water supplies.  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?xml=/earth/2008/08/08/eaecuador108.xml
USA: NASA Technology Used in UniRem's Oil Spill Solution

The Space Foundation of Colorado Springs, Colo., announced that Universal Remediation Inc. (UniRem) is a new Certified Space Technology, according to a July 28 press release. The Space Certification program was created by the Space Foundation, in cooperation with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), to raise awareness and understanding about the significant and practical benefits of technologies originally developed for the space program, that have been adapted into products and services improving life on Earth. UniRem has developed unique, hydrocarbon remediation tools using its Petroleum Remediation Product (PRP) that can be spread on water or soil to absorb, contain, and safely dispose of hydrocarbon pollutants. Essentially highly absorbent hollow spheres of beeswax, PRP immediately binds with hydrocarbons and provides nutrients to naturally occurring microbes. The feeding microbes create enzymes that biodegrade contaminants. http://www.eponline.com/articles/65940/
Study highlights present and future maritime traffic flows in the Mediterranean

In line with Specific Objective 9 of the Regional Strategy for Prevention of and Response to Marine Pollution from Ships, which aims at reducing the risk of collisions by inter alia identifying the main shipping lanes for vessels carrying oil and other hazardous and noxious substances in the Mediterranean Sea, and within the framework of the EU-funded Project “Euromed Cooperation on Maritime Safety and Prevention of Pollution from Ships – SAFEMED (MED 2005/109-573)”, REMPEC has commissioned Lloyd’s Marine Intelligence Unit (LLOYD’S MIU) to prepare a Study on the Traffic Flow Analysis in the Mediterranean Sea. The objective of the Study is to identify and analyse major maritime traffic flows and trends within the Mediterranean Sea using LLOYD’S MIU historical movements databases for the last five to ten years, as appropriate. http://www.rempec.org/newsmore.asp?id=246&lang=en
USA: KATRINA OIL SPILLS – REFERENCED IN ELECTION NEWS CONFERENCE

The Minerals Management Service, a division of the U.S. Interior Department, said that over 741,000 gallons of oil spilled due to Katrina and Rita on the outercontinental shelf (page 29 in the pdf. The report lists the spills in barrels at 42 gallons a barrel). The report does note that the environmental impact of the offshore damage to onshore areas was minor. Another report shows that 113 platforms were destroyed. A Homeland Security report to the Senate in May of 2006 indicates that, overall, Rita and Katrina caused six major, five medium, and over 5,000 minor oil and hazmat responses. The report estimated that over 9 million gallons of oil was released. That included spills from facilities on shore. For the full text: http://politicalblogs.startribune.com/bigquestionblog/?p=1118
USA: Clean Gulf October 28-30, 2008 San Antonio, Texas

Message from the organisers of Clean Gulf:  “Whatever aspect of emergency planning, prevention, and response in the energy and maritime industries you work in, CLEAN GULF is the place to be October 28-30, 2008! Oil & Hazmat Spill. Environmental. Port Security. Marine Fire & Salvage. CLEAN GULF truly offers something for everyone. This unique, ONCE-A-YEAR industry gathering focuses on the real challenges, trends, and solutions that affect you. From in-depth training workshops to information-packed seminars led by the industry’s best minds to our largest solutions expo ever, CLEAN GULF offers you the most comprehensive learning experience in the region. Don’t miss it! http://www.cleangulf.org/
LATEST ISSUE OF ISM CODE NEWSLETTER

Dr Phil Anderson writes “In issue 12, we examine the need to use accidents and near misses as learning opportunities – looked at in light of the tragic loss of the Philippine ferry ‘Princess of the Stars’. We also highlight important developments with the Tanker Management and Self Assessment (TMSA) scheme. Another interesting issue considered is a switch in emphasis on training, from purely ‘length of time served’ to focus squarely on actual skills and experience gained as developed in initiatives such as INTERTANKO’s Tanker Officer Training Standards (TOTS). There is also feedback from the recent Nautical Institute Command Seminar in Antwerp in which the relationships between the Designated Person and the command team were analysed, and a look to the future events in Panama (09-10 September), Glasgow (09 October) and Hong Kong (06 November).”
 http://www.consultism.co.uk
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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