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GEORGIA: REGIONAL SPILL RESPONSE MANAGER IN EPIC RESCUE MISSION
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Allan Howarth, Regional Manager for Briggs Environmental Services, saved his trapped family from war-torn Georgia with a 1200-mile rescue mission. Allan's 43-hour dash ended in him saving his Georgian wife Tamara and their two children just an hour before Russian troops overran the mountain village where they were on holiday. He dodged roadblocks by driving over the mountains and through retreating Georgian forces on a 1200- mile round trip to reach his stranded family and get them to safety. Last night, he said: "It does sound a bit like a Hollywood action movie. If I'd been an hour later, I wouldn't have got them. It was that close." Allan, 38, who is based in Baku in neighbouring Azerbaijan, was on business in his native Aberdeen when the bloody conflict broke out. As the Russian tanks rolled in on Sunday, he flew back to Baku and set off in his Toyota Landcruiser to rescue his family. [Your editor writes “Allan is well known in the oil spill response community. He has been involved in oil pollution control since he joined Alba International back in 1989 and has seen action at numerous major spill events worldwide. This is a really dramatic story”] – You can read the unabridged account at http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/2008/08/14/scots-hero-s-1200-mile-journey-into-war-torn-georgia-to-rescue-family-86908-20696674/
IRELAND: ISAA ALL-IRELAND ACCREDITATION SCHEME TRAINING EVENT

[image: image4.wmf]In the picture – Practicing boom deployment at a previous ISAA Training Event at Castle Archdale.

The Training Event, scheduled for September 25-26 at Castle Archdale, near Eniskillen, Northern Ireland is being organised by the International Spill Accreditation Association’s All-Ireland Scheme. Planning of the event is near completion and more information is now available. On the first day, Andrew Brines, Chairman of the ISAA All-Ireland Steering Group, will present an on-land spill induction course on response management with focus on initial spill assessment, determination of response options, selection of the most appropriate methodologies and their practical application, including containment and pollutant recovery using sorbents and other techniques. Dr Mark McKinney will focus on contaminated land and groundwater remediation, giving practical guidance on available technologies and their application. Dr Douglas Cormack, Chairman of ISAA, will lead an interactive seminar on shoreline clean-up – assessment, shoreline types, nature of pollutants, constraints, problem solving, H&S issues, equipment and work organisation. Emphasis will be on helping inland response personnel to develop an understanding of shoreline cleaning procedures. In the afternoon, delegates, split into groups, will participate in practical exercises and demonstrations – on-land spills, contaminated land and groundwater remediation, correct sampling procedures, and methodologies employed in a range of polluted shoreline scenarios. On the evening of the first day, there will be a training event dinner and this will be on board the luxury cruiser “Lady of the Lake” with a two hour cruise on the very beautiful Lough Erne. The second day will be wholly devoted to inland water spill response training presented by John Dawes of Briggs Environmental. Addressing spills in streams, rivers and lakes, this very comprehensive course takes delegates through every step from initial mobilisation, spill and risk assessment, plan development, methodologies, equipment selection, and work phase through to criteria for clean-up termination and waste disposal. Classroom work will be complemented by hands-on practical training with each group responding in a range of freshwater spill scenarios. Early booking for the ISAA Training event is strongly advised – contact john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org  
IMO: Cook Islands becomes IMO Member

The Cook Islands has become the latest Member of IMO following the deposit, on 18 July 2008, of an instrument of acceptance of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization, as amended, with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. With the accession of the Cook Islands, the number of IMO Member States stands at 168, with a further three Associate Members. Since the Cook Islands is not a Member State of the United Nations, its application to join IMO required the approval of two-thirds (112) of the current IMO membership. The Cook Islands applied to join IMO in 1999 and the 112th letter of acceptance was received by the IMO Secretariat on 15 July 2008. http://www.imo.org/
USA: DHS Releases National Emergency Communications Plan

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released the National Emergency Communications Plan (NECP) to address gaps and determine solutions so that emergency response personnel at all levels of government and across all disciplines can communicate as needed, on demand, and as authorized.  The NECP is the nation's first strategic plan to improve emergency response communications, and complements overarching homeland security and emergency communications legislation, strategies and initiatives.  "This is a comprehensive plan designed to drive measurable and sustainable improvements to operable and interoperable emergency communications nationwide over the next three years. Fact Sheet: National Emergency Communications Plan
USA: Lieberman Commends DHS for Start of Private Sector Preparedness Program

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committer Chairman Joe Lieberman, ID-Conn., expressed satisfaction that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has begun implementation of its Voluntary Private Sector Preparedness Accreditation and Certification Program.  DHS announced that it has retained ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board to manage the program (ANAB), which will set standards and guidelines that businesses can voluntarily subscribe to in order to obtain a preparedness certification. For more information click here
Côte d'Ivoire: Toxic waste sites in still not cleaned up

The sites around Côte d'Ivoire's biggest city where hundreds of tons of toxic waste were illegally dumped two years ago have still not been decontaminated and continue to threaten the health of residents, a United Nations human rights expert warned. Okechukwu Ibeanu, the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, said many residents of Abidjan complain of headaches, skin lesions, digestive difficulties and nose, throat and lung problems. In a statement issued after a week-long visit to the West African country, Mr. Ibeanu said that decontaminating the seven sites around Abidjan where the waste was dumped must be a priority. “The people of Abidjan need urgent assistance,” he said. “After two years, they continue to live in precarious conditions and their right to a healthy and safe environment continues to be violated.” http://www0.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=27649&Cr=voire&Cr1=

http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/FA436DC3A3CB2A22C12574A00077B2CE?opendocument
NIGERIA: Stakeholders seek solution to oil spillages


Stakeholders in Oil and Gas Industry have been urged to cooperate and collaborate with both the National Oil Spill Detective and Response Agency (NOSDRA) as well as the National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA), in order to effectively check the environmental pollution in the Niger Delta Region. This advice was contained in a keynote address delivered by the Minister of Environment, Housing and Urban Development, Mrs. Halima Tayo Alao, at the Stakeholders Consultative Workshop for Oil and Gas Sector currently holding in Calabar, the Cross River State capital. 

http://www.thetidenews.com/article.aspx?qrDate=08/09/2008&qrTitle=Stakeholders%20seek%20solution%20to%20oil%20spillages&qrColumn=NIGER%20DELTA
NIGERIA: NOSDRA to engage experts to fight oil spills

National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) plans to engage experts to determine the cause of 469 of the 1,200 oil spillages in the country in the last three years. The contemplation by the agency stemmed from the inability of the Spills Joint Investigation team to resolve the cases, NOSDRA’s Director-General, Dr Bamidele Ajakaiye said. ”The causes of 469 of oil spills recorded from 2006 to date is contentious, and we are thinking of hiring experts to resolve the cases for us,’’ Ajakaiye told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Calabar. He also said the agency might seek the strengthening of the law establishing it, to prescribe enhanced statutory fiscal allocation and enable it to carry out its functions effectively. ”We need to have adquate funds to do our jobs and stop regular dependence on oil companies before we can perform certain functions,’’ Ajakaiye said. http://www.champion-newspapers.com/news/article16_130808.htm
Philippines: Guimaras recovering but non-release of funds stalls rehabILITATION

Two years after a massive oil spill hit this island-province, officials and experts said the island is showing recovery and coping from the impact of the calamity. But rehabilitation efforts have been stalled by the non-release of around P150 million intended for development programs. “Our activities are back to normal,” Guimaras Gov. Felipe Nava told the Philippine Daily Inquirer.  He said residents in all areas affected by the oil spill have gone back to fishing. Around 2.1 million liters of oil spilled in the waters off Guimaras after M/T Solar I, which was chartered by Petron Corp., sank in stormy seas off the island on Aug. 11, 2006. http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/inquirerheadlines/regions/view/20080811-153872/Guimaras-recovering-but-non-release-of-funds-stalls-rehab
USA: NEW LEGISLATION CONCERNING UNDERGROUND TANK LEAKAGES
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Gov. Mike Easley announced today he signed the following bill into law. House Bill 2498, “An act (1) To provide additional funds for the assessment and cleanup of releases and discharges of petroleum from underground storage tanks by increasing the fees paid by owners and operators of commercial underground storage tanks; (2) To establish limitations on the time in which: the Department of Environment and Natural Resources must make an eligibility determination, requests for payment or reimbursement may be submitted to the department, and the department may take administrative action or bring a civil action to recover payments that were not authorized by law, that were made on the basis of fraudulent information, or for other reasons; (3) To clarify financial responsibility requirements; (4) To reduce the incidence of leaks by requiring secondary containment for all components of regulated petroleum underground storage tank systems; (5) To clarify requirements for registration of commercial tanks; (6) To provide for expedited assessment and cleanup of releases and discharges from petroleum underground storage tanks by requiring the Department of Environment and Natural Resources to establish a pilot program to evaluate the use of site-specific cleanup standards; (7) To provide for reclassification of a site to a lower risk classification; and (8) To provide for various studies and reports as recommended by the Environmental Review Commission.” The bill was sponsored by Reps. Lucy Allen (D-Franklin) and Pryor Gibson (D-Anson). Portions of the law become effective upon the governor’s signature and Jan. 1, 2009. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this report.  http://www.wnct.com/nct/news/state_regional/article/gov_easley_signs_10_bills_into_law/15987/
USA: Underground FEMA fuel tanks could leak
The government owns hundreds of underground fuel tanks—many designed for emergencies back in the Cold War—that need to be inspected for leaks of hazardous substances that could be making local water undrinkable. The Federal Emergency Management Agency has known since at least the 1990s that tanks under its supervision around the country could be leaking fuel into soil and groundwater, according to Associated Press interviews and research. Many of these tanks were built to store 5,000 gallons of diesel fuel and placed around the country at the height of the Cold War back in the 1960s to fuel electric generators that could sustain emergency broadcasts by radio stations in case of a nuclear attack or other catastrophe. Made of steel, the tanks inevitably rust over time and allow fuel to escape. The FEMA tanks are part of a larger problem. More than 500,000 leaking storage tanks—most of which are filled with fuel and oil—are buried across the country, according to Environmental Data Resources, based in Milford, Conn. That's about half of all the underground tanks in the country, the consulting company says. Those tanks are owned privately or by local, state and federal agencies. Read the complete report at: http://www.contracostatimes.com/nationandworld/ci_10177847
USA: EPA ANNOUNCES WEB-BASED SYSTEM FOR COMPANIES TO SELF-DISCLOSE ENVIRONMENTAL VIOLATIONS

EPA announced 0n 8th August a pilot project that allows regulated facilities nationwide to self-disclose environmental violations in a secure environment on EPA’s Website under the Agency's audit policy. This electronic self-disclosure system, or eDisclosure, should reduce transaction costs for companies by ensuring that each disclosure contains complete information. Under the pilot, regulated facilities nationwide will be able to use eDisclosure to disclose violations of the Emergency Planning and Community Right -to-Know Act (for example, failure to submit toxic chemical release forms to EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory). Regulated facilities located in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas will be able to disclose violations of all environmental laws. Based on the results of the pilot, EPA will consider expanding eDisclosure to other states in the near future. EPA’s audit policy provides incentives to companies that voluntarily discover, promptly disclose and correct and prevent future environmental violations. EPA may reduce or waive penalties for violations if the facility meets the conditions of the policy. EPA will not waive or reduce penalties for repeat violations, or violations that resulted in serious actual harm. Since 1995, more than 3,500 companies have disclosed and resolved violations at nearly 10,000 facilities under the audit policy. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for providing this alert] For more information on eDisclosure:
 
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/incentives/auditing/edisclosure.html 

http://www.epa.gov/compliance/incentives/auditing/index.html
BARENTS SEA: Fishing boats against oil spills
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Oil company ENI intends to engage local fishermen in its    bid  to strengthen oil spill preparedness in the Barents Sea. With the help of modified vessels, the fishermen might in the future have to help the oil industry collect spilled oil at their fishing grounds. The fishermen represent a unique local maritime know-how, ENI Norway says in a press release. It has now engaged the fish industry in a project on the possible construction and modification of fishing vessels. Eni Norge in 2006 entered into a three-year joint venture agreement with StatoilHydro with the aim of contributing to the reinforcement of oil spill preparedness in licences operated by the two companies in the region. The joint project will focus on R&D related to oil spill preparedness in the coastal- and seashore zone.

http://www.barentsobserver.com/fishing-boats-against-oil-spills.4500924-16149.html
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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