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West and Central African states to co-operate in sub-regional Coastguard network

Twenty member States of the Maritime Organisation of West and Central Africa (MOWCA) have adopted a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the establishment of a Sub-regional Coastguard Network for the West and Central African sub-region at the 13th General Assembly of Ministers of MOWCA, in Dakar, Republic of Senegal, 30th July, 2008, The adoption of the MoU is a major landmark in a long-running campaign by IMO and MOWCA to improve maritime safety, security and environmental protection in the sub-region. It follows a feasibility study undertaken by IMO and the successful IMO/MOWCA forum on the establishment of an integrated coast guard function network for West and Central African Countries held in Dakar in October 2006. The MoU provides an institutional framework for suppressing piracy, armed robbery and other unlawful acts against ships and addressing illegal fishing, drug and weapon trafficking, illegal migration, oil theft, damage to gas pipelines and maritime accident response in the sub-region. It provides guidelines for coastal surveillance, presence in the exclusive economic zones of the sub-region and enforcement of international conventions, regulations and codes - principally those of IMO and the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It has provisions on a "right of hot pursuit" in case of unlawful acts perpetrated against ships. Read more- http://www.imo.org
USA, CALIFORNIA: WOLK LEGISLATION TO STRENGTHEN OIL SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE MOVES FORWARD - BILL IMPROVES RESPONSE TO INLAND OIL SPILLS, RESCUE AND TREATMENT OF OILED WILDLIFE.
The State Senate´s Appropriations Committee has voted to approve landmark legislation by Assemblywoman Lois Wolk to strengthen the state´s prevention and response to inland oil spills, enhance the state´s oiled wildlife search and rescue collection efforts, and steps up enforcement and fines for polluters. "My aim with Assembly Bill 2911 is to give the same attention to oil spills in our state´s inland waterways that is currently enjoyed by our coastal waters," said Wolk. "Because coastal oil spills may grab the headlines, but inland spills threaten public health and safety by contaminating the water we drink, our rivers, creeks, marshes, and the Delta," said Wolk. "Inland spills are also much more common, occurring more than twice as often as marine spills. Yet the state responds to less than a third of reported inland spills." This June, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced his support of AB 2911, along with two other bills on oil spill prevention and response, also declaring that the administration is taking steps of its own to strengthen and streamline California's oil spill prevention and response. For more information, see the Governor´s press release at http://gov.ca.gov/index.php?/press-release/9880
http://www.californiachronicle.com/articles/70959
[Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this news report]

STEVE DE LISI’s HAZMAT SURVIVAL TIPS

Although written from a fire brigade perspective these tips, based on real case histories, are highly relevant for other spill responders. Published on the Fire Engineering website, the latest edition of Hazardous Materials Survival Tips provides examples of how first responders tackled six separate incidents involving hazardous materials. In each, their training and their ingenuity paid big dividends; they remained part of the solution and did not become part of the problem. More importantly, their actions did not make the situation worse and everyone on scene returned home safely. The unfortunate reality is that incidents such as these all too often receive far less media attention than those with catastrophic results, yet it is these same events that set a fire service standard toward which all should strive. You can access this edition and other previous issues of these tips at http://www.fireengineering.com/display_article/337196/25/none/none/BRNIS/Hazmat-Survival-Tips:-Part-of-the-Solution and also find details of Steve De Lisi’s book “Hazardous Materials Incidents – Surviving the Initial response”. Steven M. De Lisi retired after a fire service career spanning 27 years that included serving as a regional training manager for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs (VDFP) and, most recently, as the deputy chief for the Virginia Air Guard Fire Rescue. De Lisi is a hazardous materials specialist and was an adjunct instructor for VDFP. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this very useful source of information]
UAE: Oil spill plan delayed
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An oil spill off the coast of Fujairah in February

Work on a plan for dealing with oil spills and marine pollution off the coast of the Emirates is not progressing as fast as initially announced, a top government official has said. An agreement between the Ministry of Environment and the Regional Clean Sea Organisation (Recso) designed to address the effectiveness of the authorities’ response to oil spills – following public concerns that cleanups of spills in Gulf waters were too slow or ineffective – was due to have been signed by May this year. But today, it emerged that the document is to be signed in the first quarter of 2009. Dr Rashid Ahmad bin Fahd, Minister of Environment, said a round of formal discussions has already been held with RECSO. http://www.thenational.ae/article/20080820/NATIONAL/7150400/-1/SPORT
Oxford Instruments launches a new hand-held XRF analyzer for measuring heavy metals in soil
Oxford Instruments announces the launch of a new, robust X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) analyser –the X MET5000, for accurate and reliable identification of pollutants in soil. The X-MET5000 represents the 4th generation of Oxford Instruments’ hand-held analyzers. 
Engineered for high performance and reliability, this brand new analyzer combines Oxford Instruments’ patented PentaFET® detector technology guaranteed fast analysis and lower detection limits for all elements of interest. Legislation imposes severe restrictions on land quality. The importance of identifying heavy elements in soil is increasing, as is the need to pre-sort contaminated soil to minimise landfill costs. This analyzer defines the extremities of ‘hotspots’ in seconds. Powerful user programmable software delivers highly accurate Go/No-Go decisions. The X-MET5000 will identify material type and automatically chooses the best analysis method. This rugged and reliable tool is IP54 (NEMA 3) approved for superior dust and splash protection. The X-MET5000 is perfect for the harsh environments. The battery’s operating time of one day enables extended productivity in the field without returning to base. An optional bench-top stand enables hands-free operation for multi-tasking without the loss in confidence in measurement results.

http://www.oxford-instruments.co.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Oxford+Instruments/Products/X-ray+Fluorescence/X-MET5000/X-MET5000
USA: Rite in the Rain Goes Green

Rite in the Rain, the all-weather writing paper used by the military, first responders and outdoor enthusiasts has gone green.  Their new patented manufacturing process is clean and pollution free, the only by-product being steam.  Made from renewable wood fiber, the company's patented paper was created specifically for writing field notes in all weather conditions - even in a torrential downpour.  The company has special product lines of notebooks and planners for the military, emergency preparedness and public safety as well as CERT field operating guides and forms.  For more information, visit   www.riteintherain.com
INDIA: TERI creates oil zappers to clean-up toxic sludge

The Gulf War of 1991 saw the worst of environmental crisis. Dr Banwari Lal, a scientist at The Energy Resources Institute (TERI), was there after all the oil had been spilt and it changed his course of work forever. Lal, who heads the environmental and industrial biotechnology division at TERI says, “It was amazing. There were lakes of oil everywhere. Camels and other dead animals were trapped in. Soon the Department of Biotechnology had a meeting with Indian scientists." For 7 years, Lal and his team searched for ways to safely clean-up oil spills. Finally, he found a solution – a cocktail of oil-eating bacteria. Lal says, “We selected different bugs and made a cocktail out of them and they were able to degrade oil completely. It was a breakthrough that other scientists were not able to work out”. Scientists say that 1 kg of oil Zapper today can neutralise a ton of sludge in a matter of months. The concoction has been so effective that oil companies like Indian Oil and ONGC have partnered with TERI to use this product in their refineries. At an ONGC in Kalol, Gujarat, the black greasy sludge has been converted to 95% clear water and soil in a matter of 6 months.An executive director at ONCG, BM Singh says, "Last year we treated 9000 tons of sludge. We now plan to treat 20,000 tons and hopefully complete back-log for the year”. http://www.ibnlive.com/news/teri-creates-oil-zappers-to-cleanup-toxic-sludge/71646-11.html
USA: Phoenix Disaster Services Unveils Innovative Portable Communications Platform

Phoenix Disaster Services, a San Antonio based homeland security and situational awareness solution consulting firm, has unveiled an innovative portable communications platform called MITOC, which allows agencies of all sizes to have a low-cost, quickly deployable communication system readily available in the event of a crisis.  MITOC, which stands for Man-Portable Interoperable Tactical Operations Center, is an affordable "first on scene" communications solution to support first responders in the early hours of an event.  It can also link to more complex mobile command equipment as it arrives to provide backup support or supplemental communications capabilities when needed.  MITOC utilizes an integrated suite of products readily available on the commercial market including portable interoperable voice, data, radio, and video technologies and custom designed to work together.  The cost is considerably less than purchasing traditional mobile command centers hard-mounted in SUVs, buses, or trailers.  For more information, visit www.pdstx.com
USA: “Groundwater Goes Green” Groundwater Foundation to hold its 2008 Conference in California

The Groundwater Foundation will hold its 2008 National Conference November 18-20, 2008 at Miracle Springs Resort in Desert Hot Springs, California. The theme of the conference is “Going Green for Groundwater.”
 http://www.environmental-expert.com/resulteachpressrelease.aspx?cid=5323&codi=35956
REMINDER: ISAA ALL-IRELAND SRO ACCREDITATION SCHEME TRAINING DAYS

To avoid disappointment, you are recommended to confirm attendance as soon as possible. You can access the provisional programme and download the booking form at –

http://www.isaa.org.uk/blog/ireland/blog/?page_id=20
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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