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EUROPE: NEW EMSA INVENTORY OF HNS POLICIES AND RESOURCES

In accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1891/2006 amending Regulation (EC) No 1406/2002, EMSA is given the task to “draw up on a regular basis a list of the private and state pollution response mechanisms and response capabilities in the various regions of the European Union”. To this effect, the Agency has made an inventory of existing capacities for responding to pollution incidents involving hazardous and noxious substances (HNS). The Agency initiated its work on HNS with the EMSA Action Plan for HNS Pollution Preparedness and Response which was adopted by the Agency’s Administrative Board in June 2007. This action plan provides the framework document defining the Agency’s role and activities in the field of marine response to HNS. HNS are defined, according to the OPRC-HNS Protocol 2000, as “any substance other than oil which, if introduced into the marine environment, is likely to create hazards to human health, to harm living resources and marine life, to damage amenities or to interfere with other legitimate uses of the Sea”. This inventory is meant to provide a general description of the status of preparedness and response capabilities for marine incidents involving HNS in coastal EU and EFTA Member States. It includes a description of the competent authorities, the policies, and the preparatory arrangements of each Member State. Furthermore, it gives an indication on which types of government owned or contracted resources are available. More - http://www.emsa.europa.eu/Docs/opr/ppr_hns_inventory_20-08-08.pdf
USA: Coast Guard Begins Enforcement Of Non-tank Vessel Response Plan Requirements

The U.S. Coast Guard announced on 26th August the beginning of enforcement of the requirements for owners and operators of large cargo vessels, known as nontank vessels, to prepare and submit plans for responding to a worst case oil spill from their vessels. Should a nontank vessel be found operating in a U.S. port or waterway without a properly submitted response plan, the cognizant Coast Guard Captain of the Port will exercise authority under the Ports and Waterways Safety Act of 1972 and impose operational controls, as necessary, on the vessel to safeguard the port. "Oil carried as fuel in large cargo ships can result in a major oil spill in the event of an accident," said Rear Adm. Brian M. Salerno, assistant commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard's Marine Safety, Security and Stewardship Directorate. "Although we work to prevent accidents in the first place, this enforcement policy will make sure that cargo ships, such as tankers, have pre-identified and arranged for the resources needed to respond effectively, should an accident occur." http://www.allamericanpatriots.com/coast-guard/48749419-coast-guard-begins-enforcement-nontank-vessel-response-plan-requirements
USA: GULF PREPARATIONS AHEAD OF TROPICAL STORM “GUSTAV”

Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group has kindly provided the following link to the Newswatch – Energy website of the Houston Chronicle. The site is providing updated news on measures being taken by companies with rigs, platforms, terminals and refineries in the path of the storm in order to protect human life, avert pollution and other adverse outcomes. http://blogs.chron.com/newswatchenergy/
USA: Oil companies shutting down Gulf operations

Royal Dutch Shell, BP and other oil companies wrapped up evacuations and shut down production Saturday as an intensifying Hurricane Gustav churned toward the petroleum-rich waters of the Gulf of Mexico. As of midday Saturday, slightly more than three-fourths of the Gulf's oil production and nearly 40 percent of its natural gas output had been shut down, according to the U.S. Minerals Management Service, which oversees offshore activity. Shell said it was on schedule to complete the evacuation of more than 1,300 workers from 20 production platforms and other facilities by Saturday afternoon. The task took four days and involved 17 helicopters. BP said it also planned to have its workers evacuated Saturday. Both oil giants said production was being completely shut off -- a process that can involve closing safety valves in thousands of feet of water to prevent the release of oil or natural gas. http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-Gustav-Energy.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
TANZANIA: Sensitivity Atlas for coast in the making as part of a national oil spill contingency plan

Tanzania`s coast, with its length of more than 1,000 km, is one of the countries most important natural resources. Apart from its obvious economic value because of tourism and fishing, it has a big ecological importance: The intertidal wetlands are vital for the reproduction of sea species, the coral reefs represent unique but fragile ecosystems and many of the sandy beaches are nesting sites for birds and turtles. Preservation of this coast is of paramount importance. Different factors are a threat to the coast, but especially the maritime transportation of oil and other chemical substances, and the planned offshore oil drilling can damage the coast on a large scale. Luckily, the government of Tanzania has recognised this and started the preparations for a National Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan (NMOSCP). http://ippmedia.com/ipp/guardian/2008/08/28/121445.html
USA, CALIFORNIA: BILL TO LOWER OIL SPILL RESPONSE TIME PASSES ASSEMBLY

A bill passed by the California State Assembly on Tuesday 26 August lowers the allowable response time to an oil spill in the San Francisco Bay from six hours to two hours. Senate Bill 1056, authored by state Sen. Carole Migden, D-San Francisco/North Bay, is a legislative response to what she believes was a slow response to the Cosco Busan oil spill in November. The Nov. 7 incident, in which a container ship struck a tower of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, spilled nearly 54,000 gallons of oil into the bay, harming wildlife and filling Bay Area beaches and waters with oil. The bill states that the allowable response time for future oil spills in the San Francisco Bay will be reduced from six hours to no more than two hours. Migden said the change is necessary to combat the bay's natural tidal action, which quickly spreads spills. http://cbs5.com/localwire/22.0.html?type=bcn&item=OIL-SPILL-BILL-bagm-
BRAZIL: Oil spill kills 2,000 penguins in southern Brazil

Some 2,000 penguins have been found dead since 24th August in the southern Brazilian states of Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul, victims of an oil spill from an unidentified ship, Brazilian media have reported citing the authorities. Hundreds of other animals survived the catastrophe and were being taken care of by experts in Santa Catarina state capital Florianopolis, after being found with their bodies covered in oil, the reports said on 28th August.
 http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/Earth/Oil_spill_kills_2000_penguins_in_Brazil/articleshow/3421405.cms
USA: NOAA Files Final Environmental Impact Statement on Ship Strike Reduction Measures
NOAA's Fisheries Service is seeking comment on the final environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Ship Strike Reduction Rule. The EIS is one of the final steps in the process to implement a final rule. The ship strike reduction rule aims to reduce the number of endangered North Atlantic right whales injured or killed by collisions with large ships.  The final EIS contains six alternatives, including NOAA's preferred alternative that would require a vessel speed restriction of 10 knots or less in designated areas along the U.S. East Coast. The preferred alternative also includes a five year sunset provision to allow for further consideration of ongoing scientific research. "NOAA is looking forward to taking a significant step in our efforts to protect right whales," said retired Navy Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. "Our scientific analysis shows that a 10-knot speed limit in critical areas will significantly reduce the threat to these endangered marine mammals. http://www.newsletterscience.com/marex/readmore.cgi?issue_id=317&article_id=3467&l=1&s=57955
USA: Researchers try vegetable oil to clean toxic spill

Researchers at the United States' most contaminated nuclear site injected thousands of gallons of molasses into the soil last year to try to clean up toxic groundwater near the Pacific Northwest's largest waterway. This week, they're trying vegetable oil. ``We support these tests, they're actually pretty inexpensive,'' said John Price, project manager of environmental restoration for the Washington Department of Ecology. ``We'd like to see them scale up to a full system, beyond just tests, sooner rather than later.'' The federal government created Hanford in the 1940s as part of the top-secret Manhattan Project to build the atomic bomb. Plutonium production for the nation's nuclear weapons program continued there for four decades, leaving a mess of radioactive and hazardous waste. High on the cleanup list at the south-central Washington site: an estimated 80 square miles (200 square kilometers) of groundwater, contaminated at levels exceeding state and federal drinking water standards. Federal officials announced earlier this year they would step up groundwater efforts, particularly for a plume of hexavalent chromium that stretches for 1 1/4 miles (2 kilometers) along the river shore. A cancer-causing agent that was used as a corrosion inhibitor in nuclear reactors, the contaminant moves easily with water and is particularly dangerous to salmon in the Columbia River. Very little of the contamination closest to the river exceeds the federal drinking water standard of 100 parts per billion. However, the area closest to the river exceeds the more stringent standard for freshwater aquatic life -10 parts per billion. Workers installed new wells and additional equipment to triple the amount of groundwater that can be treated. An iron barrier installed in the soil about five years ago breaks down the chromium to a nontoxic form, where it is less mobile and less likely to travel in groundwater to the river. But scientists also have been researching ways to supplement those treatment methods. In what was believed to be the first such effort at a nuclear site, they injected 5,000 gallons (19,000 liters) of molasses mixed with 200,000 gallons (757,000 liters) of water into a test well last September. The goal was to increase the food supply for natural microbes and remove oxygen from the groundwater, thereby enabling the chromium to convert to the nontoxic form. So far, the results have been good. After 10 months, levels of toxic chromium in the area of the test well have declined, said Mike Truex, senior program manager for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. However, the molasses might have to be injected every couple of years, he said, whereas vegetable oil could provide the same results over a longer period of time. ``The difference is, we have molasses that degrades very quickly, or oil that dissolves very slowly but provides enough dissolved material to feed the bacteria to do the same job,'' he said. Researchers believe an injection of 1,500 gallons (5,700 liters) of vegetable oil, mixed with 50,000 gallons (189,000 liters) of water, could work for up to seven years. http://www.tri-parishtimes.com/articles/2008/08/22/ap/nation/131_52_apn.txt
HOMELAND DEFENCE: RAE Systems Introduces the RAELink3

RAE Systems Inc., a leader in delivering innovative sensor solutions to serve industrial, energy, environmental and government safety markets worldwide, introduced the RAELink3, a wireless modem integrating RAE Systems' portable instruments into AreaRAE toxic gas and radiation detection networks.  RAE Systems Monitors and third party products linked with a RAELink3 modem can communicate sensor data and GPS coordinates to a command center's PC running ProRAE Remote Software up to two miles away.  Bluetooth connectivity simplifies use with handheld monitors, while a user-friendly display and interface simplify configuration and status checking of the RAELink3.  Applications include first responders, confined space entry, industrial incident response, public venue protection, industrial survey and safety, as well as perimeter monitoring.  For more information, visit www.raesystems.com
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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