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REMINDER – NOW ONLY ONE WEEK LEFT TO SUBMIT PAPERS FOR INTERSPILL AND 4th IMO R&D FORUM

Patricia Charlebois, Head of Pollution Response Section, IMO Marine Environment Division, writes “We are nearing the Interspill 2009 Call for Papers Deadline and we
wanted to make sure you are aware of the 15th September 2008 cut off date for
abstracts and you might be interested to hear that newly introduced to
the programme will be a poster session that will run from 12th to 13th May 2009.
Anyone interested in submitting an abstract for consideration for the poster session should email no more than 500 words to cb@interspill.com before the 15th September 2009 deadline.
The conference theme is 'Working Together' and Interspill is doing just that by welcoming the Fourth IMO R&D Forum on Hazardous & Noxious Substances (HNS) in the Marine Environment to run alongside.  The combination of these two events will enable coverage of a broader range of related topics addressing the technical, scientific and legal aspects of spill prevention, preparedness and response for both oil pollution in the marine and
inland environments and HNS pollution in the marine environment.  For further information on all the topics or details on how to submit an abstract (online), please see the attached brochure or go to http://www.interspill.com/papers.htm 

OBITUARY – CAROLYN W. MERRITT, FORMER CHAIR OF THE US CHEMICAL SAFETY BOARD

There has been sad news from the US of the passing away of Carolyn 
Merritt. Carolyn was the previous Chair of the Chemical Safety Board. Under her direction, the CSB produced an unprecedented abundance of investigative material arising from chemical accidents. CSB Chairman John Bresland has written “Carolyn believed passionately in the CSB's mission. She worked tirelessly to save lives of workers and the public through chemical accident prevention, insisting on thorough investigations and meaningful safety recommendations.” You can read the full text of his tribute at -

 http://www.csb.gov/index.cfm?folder=news_releases&page=news&NEWS_ID=443
[Thanks to j.a.m. of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this news]

CHINA  HOLDS ITS FIRST INTERNATIONAL OIL SPILL DRILL

China has called for closer co-operation with its neighbors to protect the marine environment from the growing risk of oil spills due to booming transportation of the resource. The call came Tuesday as the country held its first international drill against oil spills with South Korea. The joint drill off the coast of Qingdao involved more than 500 people, one helicopter, one fixed-wing aircraft and 29 vessels - including two from South Korea. Zhong Xiaodong, deputy coordinator of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan under the United Nations Environment Program's Regional Sea Program, said China, Japan, South Korea and Russia should step up cooperation to curb marine pollution caused by oil spills. "The Northwest Pacific region is currently one of the seas with the highest risk of oil spills," he told China Daily. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2008-09/03/content_6992448.htm
Micronesia: Oil bubbles point to eco disaster in paradise

Sixty years on and the impacts of the second world war are still being felt. A sunken oil tanker, one of dozens on the bottom of Micronesia's Chuuk Lagoon, is releasing streams of purple diesel bubbles. On 31 July, the resulting oil slick was 5 kilometres long. Corrosion experts say the 52 wrecks in Chuuk Lagoon could collapse in a few years, yet no-one knows how much fuel was inside the vessels when they sank. The problem could take on astonishing proportions: more than 380 other tankers lie at the bottom of the Pacific. Read more:  http://environment.newscientist.com/article/dn14645-oil-bubbles-point-to-eco-disaster-in-paradise-.html
SOMALIA: Pirates seize second Malaysian tanker off Somalia

Pirates have seized a Malaysian chemical tanker off Somalia, 10 days after a sister ship was hijacked in the same section of the Gulf of Aden, maritime officials said Saturday. The Bunga Melati 5 was reportedly hijacked Friday about 14 nautical miles off the coast of Yemen, said Andrew Mwangura of the Seafarers Assistance Programme in the Kenyan port of Mombassa. "Her sister ship Bunga Melati Dua was also hijacked in the same location mid-last week," he told AFP. The number of crew members involved, and their nationalities, were not known. [Thanks to ISCO Member of Council for the UK, Kevin Miller, for forwarding this news report] Read the complete story at http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5jjyQOg9Ir-Qc6_Pxy0LAqRtrXJAw
 DUBAI: LAMOR SWIRE ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS TO HOLD GRAND OPENING OF NEW GULF REGION OIL SPILL RESPONSE CENTRE

Based in Jebel Ali, Dubai, UAE, the opening of the new LSES Response Centre will be marked by ceremonies over 14-15 October, 2008. The programme will begin with a reception dinner at the Jebel Ali Golf Resort & Spa Hotel on the evening of October 14 to be followed by a marine oil spill response seminar being given by the Oil Spill Training Company on the forenoon of October 15. The opening ceremony will take place in the afternoon after a buffet lunch and guests will then have an opportunity to tour the base and view the equipment. For more information contact Tom Campbell or Jim Thornborough at info@lamorswire.com
GCW as a means of efficiently remediating contaminated groundwater

Inducing a circulating flow field using a Groundwater Circulation Well (GCW) as a means of efficiently remediating contaminated groundwater …With the conventional "Pump&Treat" method, groundwater is normally extracted from one or several wells, cleaned above ground and disposed off to the either groundwater or surface water. Even when extraction and injection wells are combined, predominantly higher permeable areas are preferentially penetrated and more fine-grained structures are circumflowed. The bulk of contaminants are absorbed to the less permeable materials like fine- grained sands, silty or clayey layers. By diffusion, the contaminants are released out of these reservoirs very slowly. After a short period of time they effect a stagnation of the contamination discharge ("Tailing Effect"). Depending on subsoil conditions (geology and hydrogeology) and contaminant type and concentration, remediation of sites can take several decades. Consequently, "Pump&Treat" technique is considered as being suitable and effective only for containment to prevent further spreading of contaminants, but is no longer considered as a remediation method. With the "Pump & Treat" method groundwater is radially extracted out of the aquifer. Due to a change in the hydraulic gradient, both contaminated and clean groundwaterflows through the contaminated subsoil and is constantly treated above ground

with considerable technical effort. GCW systems are designed to create in-situ vertical groundwater circulation cells by drawing groundwater from an aquifer through one screened section of a multi-screened well and discharging it through another screened section. If a circulation flow is generated in the aquifer, the treated groundwater is circulated several times in the aquifer before it flows downstream. This guarantees a considerably more efficient course of remediation compared with the "Pump&Treat" method. More - http://www.environmental-expert.com/resultEachArticlePDF.aspx?cid=524&codi=35601
FOR FIRST RESPONDERS  - VIDEO ON USE OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE GUIDE

Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group has forwarded the link below for a free video on the use of the 2008 ERG. There’s a quiz to test your knowledge too! http://www.2008erg.com
UN level classification of hazardous substances to be incorporated into EU law

MEPs have adopted three legislative reports on the classification, labelling and packing of substances and mixtures. The first-reading agreement concerns the implementation of the UN level agreed, GHS (Globally Harmonised System) on classification, labelling and packaging of hazardous substances into EU legislation. The new rules are similar to existing EU rules (which will be replaced later) but certain technical change will have to be made. Parliament's rapporteur Amalia SARTORI (EPP-ED, IT) said: 'An acceptable compromise has been reached.  It gives the possibility to maintain the EU's international commitments, provides consistency between EU and UN legislation, is in line with the REACH regulation, provides for a better consumer protection and will help EU companies to become more competitive.' The aim of the UN level agreed, GHS (Globally Harmonised System) system is to enable a judgment on a substance or mixture with respect to its hazardous properties (physical hazards and toxicity) and to provide a hazardous chemical with pertinent hazard labelling and information on safety measures (for example via labels, hazard pictograms and signal words ('danger' , 'warning').  As with the current legislation, the proposed regulation is intended to be primarily a self-classification system for enterprises. The system aims at enhancing the protection of human health and the environment during the handling, transport and use of these chemicals. It is in line with REACH. Chemicals are manufactured and traded globally, and their hazards are the same around the world. Therefore the description of hazards should not differ between countries if the product is the same. Enterprises will save costs if they do not have to assess hazard information for their chemicals against different sets of criteria. If the same criteria are used to identify the hazards of chemicals and the same labelling is used to describe them, the level of protection of human health and the environment becomes more consistent, transparent and comparable throughout the world. Read the complete article - http://www.environmental-expert.com/resulteachpressrelease.aspx?cid=26908&codi=36739
USA: CLEAN GULF 2008 – FINAL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

The 18th annual Clean Gulf Conference & Exhibition takes place on October 28-30 at San Antonio, Texas. Full details of the final conference programme can be found at –

http://www.cleangulf.org/pdf/cg2008_confprogram.pdf
HELCOM fleet conducts a successful emergency response exercise off the Russian coast

As part of the Helsinki Commission’s continued focus on maritime safety and disaster preparedness in the Baltic Sea area, a HELCOM flotilla of oil-combating ships on 27 August staged its annual international pollution response exercise BALEX DELTA 2008 simulating a major oil spill from an offshore platform outside Kaliningrad, Russia.  Up to 20 oil-pollution-combating ships and other vessels from six HELCOM Member States - Denmark, Finland, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden supported by helicopters took part in the exercise. Also, the European Union (which is one of the HELCOM Contracting Parties) was represented by one response vessel chartered by the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). In addition, about 40 observers from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden, as well as EMSA monitored the actions of the response units. The basic aim of the exercise, the largest maritime emergency and counter-pollution drill of its kind in the Baltic Sea area and one of the largest worldwide, was to test HELCOM’s accident response system, its command and communication system, as well as the co-operation between response units of the Baltic Sea countries in case of a major oil spill accident at sea. Read the complete report at –http://www.helcom.fi/press_office/news_helcom/en_GB/BALEX_DELTA_2008_results/
Increased cargo traffic among growing concerns in Black Sea

The Black Sea has had a growing role in global shipping in the past few years and has recently been in the spotlight for reasons dealing with the recent crisis in Georgia. However, there is a growing ecological crisis in the area, giving a need for new technology. Oil spills are common occurrences, most generally on a small scale. With the advances of technology it is becoming easier to track and punish ships responsible for ecological harm. Using satellite imaging Aleksey Kucheyko, department head of ScanEX research and development, offers a way to apprehend these vessels. Employing 17 satellites, three of which are owned by ScanEX itself, researchers can visually spot streaks of oil as well as the ships responsible for them. “With this technology, we can offer fast response disaster monitoring, as was the case in the Kerch Strait, where the 2007 oil spill occurred,” says Kucheyko. In addition to oil spills, the satellite images can also locate breakaway ice that may cause damage to ships. “We have spotted 21 oil points in the Black and Mediterranean seas,” continued Kucheyko. “And overall, 50 percent of our images contain black points.” ScanEX’s biggest customers are governments, which use the information to find and take legal action against ships that break environmental laws. While it may be comforting that the areas with the highest concentration of oil spills appears to be along the northern coast of the Black Sea, and not near Turkey, care must still be taken by Turkish vessels and officials. 

AUSTRALIA: Boosting Compensation Regime For Victims of Oil Spills
The Australian Parliament has approved legislation strengthening the compensation regime that applies when oil spills occur within Australian waters - quadrupling the maximum amount of compensation from $350 million to $1.3 billion. The successful passage of the Protection of the Sea Legislation Amendment Bill 2008 makes good on the Rudd Labor Government's promise to do more to protect our nations fragile environmental assets for current and future generations. The legislation brings into effect the Protocol of 2003 to the International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage - a multilateral agreement which levies oil importers to fund an insurance scheme for the victims of oil spills. For the full report go to - http://www.amsa.gov.au/About_AMSA/Media_Releases/Current_Media_Releases/2008_August_28.asp
FRANCE: CEDRE SUPPORT FOR NEXT POLMAR EXERCISE

On 23 July, an engineer from Cedre participated in a preparatory meeting for a Polmar exercise, held at the town hall of St Vaast la Hougue. Many organisations and local authorities were represented. At this meeting, Cedre offered to provide ITOPF to carry out practical training and give technical advice on worksites on embankments and riprap, to help to lead an operational centre and an advanced response centre and to monitor operations in the water, during this exercise due to take place on 16 September. http://www.cedre.fr/uk/publication/letter-2008/158_E.html
Report: UN to demand Israel pay Lebanon $1 billion

According to a report Secratary-General Ban Ki-moon will instruct Israel to take responsibility for environmental damages caused by 2006 war, including oil spill following bombing of Beirut power plant. The sum, based on World Bank appraisals, is aimed at covering the environmental and material damages caused by the Second Lebanon War, to neighboring countries as well. The fundamental part of the compensation demanded is for the damage caused to the Lebanese coast due to an oil spill following an Israeli bombing of a southern Beirut power plant, which the Lebanese said had caused "an ecological disaster." According to the report, Ban plans to submit a report to the United Nations General Assembly at the end of the month, stating that damage Israel caused to the oil reservoir polluted Lebanon's coast, and that the pollution spread to neighboring countries, especially Syria. http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3592764,00.html
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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