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UN Conference - Polar laws ‘not up to scratch’ 

International law is not up to the task of protecting our polar regions, according to scientists meeting in Iceland at a UN conference. As more and more people head to the poles for tourism, research or commerce delegates to the meeting are fretting over over-fishing, pollution and invasive species. “Many experts believe this new rush to the polar regions is not manageable within existing international law,” says A.H. Zakri, director of the UN University’s Institute of Advanced Studies (press release). “Pressure on Earth's unique and highly vulnerable polar areas is mounting quickly and an internationally-agreed set of rules built on new realities appears needed to many observers.”
 http://blogs.nature.com/news/thegreatbeyond/2008/09/ice.html
HELCOM to assess contamination levels of hazardous substances in eastern Baltic

HELCOM has recently launched a screening study on occurrence of hazardous substances in the eastern Baltic Sea as part of the activities under the Commission’s ambitious plan to re-create a healthy Baltic marine environment. The study will identify the levels of nine hazardous substances or substance groups prioritized by HELCOM in the coastal waters of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Russia. Together with the national screenings in the western Baltic Sea, which have already been undertaken by Denmark, Finland, Germany and Sweden, the new data will be critical for closing existing information gaps on levels of hazardous substances in the whole Baltic basin."We need to get a clear picture of the state of contamination by hazardous substances in the whole Baltic Sea area in order to ensure the successful implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan to restore the good ecological status of the sea by 2021,” said Anne Christine Brusendorff, HELCOM’s Executive Secretary. “The results of this project will contribute to an overall thematic assessment on hazardous substances in Baltic Sea region to be ready by 2010, including further development of indicators and necessary actions under the HELCOM’s plan.” “Occurrence of hazardous substances in marine environment will be mainly analysed in fish, but sea water will be surveyed also,” said Jukka Mehtonen, Project Manager at HELCOM. “Substances to be studied include e.g. dioxins, tributyltin (TBT), perfluorinated substances and nonylphenols. All substances will be chemically measured, except for dioxins, furans & dioxin-like PCBs. Already existing information on their occurrence and contamination levels in the eastern Baltic marine environment will be compiled from various sources.” More:  http://www.helcom.fi/press_office/news_helcom/en_GB/HS_Project/
UNEP: NEXT MEETING OF MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN 

The next meeting of the Bureau of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention will take place in Madrid, Spain, over 18-19 September, 2008. 

USA: Cost-effective groundwater remediation project wins NGWA award

Solutions-IES, Inc., a leading provider of professional environmental engineering and remediation services for government and commercial clients around the world, has announced that the firm received the 2007 National Ground Water Association (NGWA) Ground Water Remediation Award in the below-median cost category. Solutions-IES was selected for their innovation and achievement in successfully solving a 10-year problem at the Tarheel Army Missile Plant. Solvent contamination was first reported at the site in 1993. More than 10 years of standard remediation practices including pump & treat, air sparging and soil vacuum extraction, showed little to no effect on contaminants. Concentrations of trichloroethene (TCE) in groundwater ranged from 2000 to 4000 µg/L under generally oxidative conditions. The Army Environmental Command (AEC) hired Solutions-IES for its patented Emulsified Oil Substrate (EOS®) Process. For less than $650,000, Solutions-IES treated the source area with EOS® (www.eosremeditaion.com) quickly creating anaerobic reducing conditions and stimulating enhanced reductive dechlorination. After only six months post-injection and distribution of EOS® throughout the aquifer, TCE concentrations were reduced by more than 99.9% to < 1 µg/L. Solutions-IES’ innovative engineering design using EOS® achieved the site’s regulatory goal in a cost-effective and timely manner. The Army has since transferred the property and the new owner is redeveloping the site for commercial/retail use.
                                                                     http://www.environmental-expert.com/resulteachpressrelease.aspx?cid=19218&codi=36890
USA: Coast Guard to host multi-agency training exercise

On Sept.17 and 18, Coast Guard Sector Detroit will host Boundary Blitz, a training exercise involving a security incident at a private sector facility on the St. Clair River and a major oil spill on the Detroit River.  This full scale exercise emphasizes awareness, prevention, response and recovery from the fictitious security incident and major oil spill.  U.S. response teams from local, State, Federal and private sector entities and Canadian response teams in the Province of Ontario will participate.  They will focus on multi-agency notifications, coordination and use of the Incident Command System.  The event will bring together dozens of agencies to work in an environment closely simulating a real world contingency response. Sept. 17 - Preparedness Response (PREP) Exercise: The exercise will be driven by a fictitious oil spill from a Coast Guard regulated facility.  This simulated large oil spill in the Rouge River will affect the Detroit River on the U.S. and Canadian shoreline as well as portions of Lake Erie. Sept. 18 - Area Maritime Security Exercise: This exercise will involve a fictitious Transportation Security Incident (TSI) at a Coast Guard regulated facility on the St. Clair River. http://www.bymnews.com/news/newsDetails.php?id=42627
[Note from editor: As reported in the ISCO Newsletter of 9th June, 2008, ISCO has been invited by the U.S. Coast Guard to provide observers at this exercise. ISCO Committee Member, Marc Shaye, has been involved in the exercise planning. Marc Shaye and ISCO president, David Usher, will be acting as official observers and we hope to be able to publish a report in a future issue of this Newsletter]
FRANCE: NEW MARITIME PREFECT FOR THE ATLANTIC
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On 1st August 2008, the Director of Cedre attended the transfer of power ceremony at the Préfecture Maritime de l'Atlantique, through which Admiral de Bourdoncle de Saint Salvy took over from Admiral Rolin as military governor for the Atlantic maritime zone and Maritime Prefect for the Atlantic. In France, the Maritime Prefect represents the State at sea. He is the direct representative of the Prime Minister and of each of the members of Government. The Maritime Prefect ensures the enforcement of laws, regulations and Government decisions. Invested with general police powers, he is the authority in all domains relating to the action of the State at sea, in particular in terms of defending sovereign rights and the nation’s interests, ensuring public order, protecting life and property, preserving the environment and coordinating the fight against illicit activities. In the event of accidental marine pollution, Cedre assists and advises the Maritime Prefect in decision-making. http://www.cedre.fr/uk/publication/letter-2008/159_E.html
USA: Thomas B. Crowley Jr. to Receive Mystic Seaport's America and the Sea Award
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Thomas B. Crowley Jr., Chairman, President and CEO of Crowley Maritime Corporation, will be honored with Mystic Seaport's third annual America and the Sea Award at a gala dinner held at the Rainbow Room in New York City, Wednesday, October 29. The annual award recognizes an individual or organization whose contributions to the history, arts or sciences of the sea best exemplify the American spirit and character. "This award honors and celebrates America's relationship to the sea and the spirit of exploration, adventure, creativity, competition and freedom that inspires us all," said Mystic Seaport President and Director Douglas Teeson. "Tom Crowley has demonstrated unparalleled professional achievement while guiding Crowley Maritime Corporation into the 21st century. He has expanded upon his father's and grandfather's vision, providing both domestic and international patrons with marine transportation services of the highest caliber."
 http://www.newsletterscience.com/marex/readmore.cgi?issue_id=322&article_id=3514&l=1&s=57955
SES•BORKIT OPENS NEW KAZAKHSTAN OIL SPILL AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE BASE

In the picture: The SES•BORKIT team celebrates the opening of new Tier 2 oil spill and emergency response base in Aktau, Kazakhstan.
SES•BORKIT, the joint venture recently formed between SEACOR Environmental Services (SES) and local partner BORKIT International, announced on 12th September the formal opening of its new Tier 2 oil spill and emergency response base on the shores of the Caspian Sea in Aktau, Kazakhstan. The base provides onshore, nearshore and offshore emergency oil spill response services to Tengizchevroil (TCO) and other companies handling and transporting oils in Kazakhstan. Hosting a group of local oil & gas and government delegates on the base opening day, SES•BORKIT’s General Director, Wayne O’Brien said, “We are delighted to have the base up and operating following a period of outfitting and extensive staff training. The base features a comprehensive suite of equipment that allows to us to respond in the challenging and diverse environments found in Kazakhstan.” The base is located near the port of Aktau in the south of the country. Aktau is a major petroleum port, exporting crude across the Caspian Sea and is close to Bautino, a key offshore oil exploration and production support base for the region. For more information, please contact: Wayne O’Brien, General Director, SES•BORKIT at e-mail wobrien@ses.ckor.com
Found: Bacteria to clean arsenic spills

Scientists have stumbled on a new bacteria that can clean up arsenic spills even in previously inhospitable terrain. The Giant Mine in Canada is in the sub-arctic region. The presence of over 230,000 tonnes of arsenic-containing dust makes it one of the most polluted places on earth, as well as one of the most inhospitable. “Water seeps through the mine cracks carrying the arsenic with it as it drips down the walls,” said Thomas Osborne of University College London. “We discovered new types of bacteria living in biofilms on the walls of Giant Mine that consume arsenic compounds contained in the polluted water seeping through.” More: http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/uncategorized/found-bacteria-to-clean-arsenic-spills_10093377.html
Colorful bacteria could spot oil spills: scientist

A new technique using bacteria that lights up so it is easy to spot could help better detect pollution from oil spills and other environmental leakage, researchers in Switzerland said on Thursday. The color-coded bacteria are cheap and can alert scientists to low level leaks from underground pipes, storage pipes and other substances that spill into the soil or sea, said Jan Van der Meer of the University of Lausanne in Switzerland. "The heart of our color sensor system is the bacteria themselves," he said in a statement. "They reproduce themselves ... which makes the whole set up really cheap." Van der Meer, who presented his research at a meeting of the Society of General Microbiology in Dublin, Ireland, said scientists have successfully tested the bacteria to measure a variety of harmful pollutants using a simple light recording device. The main problem with detecting oil spills and other toxic substances is that many of the most dangerous chemicals do not dissolve in water, which makes them difficult to detect, he said. Instead, these pollutants tend to stick to rock, seabirds and shellfish where they can remain for many years. Unlike current methods, the new technique does not require chemicals to determine the source of leaks and is friendlier for the environment, he said. "Because bacteria have simple single-celled bodies it is relatively easy to equip them with a sensor and a brightly colored 'reporter protein' which shows up under a microscope, alerting us to different substances leaking into the soil or seawater from oil spills," Van der Meer said.
 http://www.reuters.com/article/scienceNews/idUSLA22182520080910
CANADA: Remediation Technologies Symposium 2008

The Remediation Technologies Symposium 2008 (RemTechTM 2008) will take place on October 15 - 17, 2008 at the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel, Banff, Alberta, Canada. This is billed as the premier remediation technology transfer event for environmental professionals, encompassing the latest innovations in soil and groundwater remediation. The two-day technical program will consist of a minimum of 48 platform presentations grouped into sessions chaired by leaders in environmental remediation research and application. The program will be developed from abstracts collected from across North America. A full listing of abstracts and presenter biographies will be available in the near future. Some areas and case studies being covered in the presentations will include: In-Situ Treatment Methods, Ex-Situ Treatment Methods, Biological Treatment, Non-Biological Treatment, Thermal Desorption, Encapsulation, Natural Attenuation, Multi-Phase Extraction, Solar Detoxification, Electrochemical Remediation, Pre-Treatment Considerations, Phytoremediation, Environmental Management, Hydrocarbon and Salt Contamination, Stabilization and Containment, Commercial Situations, Membrane Technology, Unique and Challenging Locations In addition to the detailed technical program, RemTechTM 2008 will also include various networking sessions, keynote speakers, a welcoming reception and an expanded commercial exhibition area. http://www.esaa-events.com/remtech/
CLEANUP OF CHEMICAL AND EXPLOSIVE MUNITIONS

This book gives detailed instructions for cleaning up military ordnance sites and provides lists of explosives, chemical warfare materials, and breakdown products for which the soil and ground water must be tested. The text covers remote sensing techniques, geophysical techniques, and safety issues, and provides a chemical weapons, explosives, and ordnance primer along with lists of known and suspected ranges. Also included is an extensive case study of the cleanup of Spring Valley in Washington, DC. Albright, R., Department of the Environment Defense Unit, Washington, DC. Elsevier, ISBN-10: 0-8155-1540-5, 330 pp, 2008  http://www.williamandrew.com/title.php?id=10
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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