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USA: DEMONSTRATIONS OF NEW TECHNOLOGY FOR SUB-SEA OIL RECOVERY
[image: image2.jpg]


At San Diego on 9th September, ISCO President David Usher and DeeAnn McMillen, GM of Marine Response Alliance, gave a presentation in San Diego on vessel casualty response capability and new spill cleanup technology involving the use of a manned submersible.  In attendance were representatives of Mitsui O. S. K. Lines, MOL Tankship Management, Mitsui O.S.K. Bulk Shipping and Chevron Shipping.  In addition, representatives of the USCG were in attendance, including the Captain of the Port for San Diego and the Chiefs of the Prevention and Incident Management divisions.  The next day, at Long Beach, A number of the individuals who had attended the presentation in San Diego traveled to Long Beach for a first-hand look at the response equipment described in the presentations the day before.    Javier Montano, Crowley’s Manager of Engineering in San Pedro, led the group on a tour of a Crowley tugboat, and David Usher and Richard Barta of Muldoon Marine Services demonstrated the use of MPC’s submersible hydraulic pump system.  The star of the show was the “yellow submarine,” designed for the recovery of sunken oils and developed by MPC and SEAmagine Hydrospace Corporation, a Claremont, California,  developer of manned submersibles.   In addition to representatives of the shipping companies, the equipment demonstration was attended by local representatives of the USCG and the Port of Los Angeles Police Department. [Note from editor: Earlier trials of the new system for sub-sea oil recovery were described in Issue 101 of this Newsletter (22 October, 2007)].

Quicker action could have reduced Hebei Spirit spill costs

Experts say quicker, larger scale action to tackle the spill from the Hebei Spirit last December could have reduced costs now estimated at over $500m. The 1993-built Hebei Spirit split 10,500 tonnes of three different grades of crude oil when it was holed by a crane barge in heavy seas off South Korea last December. According to David Salt, operations manager of Oil Spill Response and East Asia Response Ltd (OSRA/EARL) told a Singapore Shipping Association seminar that in his view the use of dispersants was the most effective way to tackle such a spill. “If you are going to use dispersants this has to be done very quickly. Now the authorities made that decision, and were doing it, it’s just a question of scale,” Mr Salt said. OSRA/EARL volunteered to assist the Korean authorities in tackling the spill but were twice turned down, and only brought in a week after the accident took place. Read the comlete report from Lloys List at -
 http://lloydslist.com/ll/news/quicker-action-could-have-reduced-hebei-spirit-spill-costs/20017570577.htm
WWII wrecks: Micronesia's ecological time bombs

This is a follow-up to the report in ISCO Newsletter 145 (8th September 2008) and takes the form of a verbatim report of a radio interview with Bill Jeffery on the Australian ABC Network (You can listen to the podcast too). The link was provided to ISCO by Don Johnston of the DG & Hazmat Group and provides more in-depth information about the threat posed by more than sixty ships from the Japanese war fleet. Dr Bill Jeffery from James Cook University has been hired by the Micronesian government to assess the potential impact of the ticking ecological time-bombs. “There are three tankers in Chuuk's lagoon with a total capacity to carry 32 million litres of fuel, that is three quarters of what was leaked in the Exxon Valdez catastrophe in 1989. Dr Bill Jeffery says most of that oil will be released in the next five to ten years, what is less clear is who's responsible for cleaning it up.” http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2008/s2357107.htm
USA: HURRICANE IKE destroys 49 oil platforms

At least 49 offshore oil platforms, all with production of less than 1,000 barrels a day, were destroyed by Hurricane Ike as it raced across the Gulf of Mexico, and some may not be rebuilt, the Interior Department said Thursday. It said in the latest hurricane damage assessment that the platforms altogether accounted for 13,000 barrels of oil and 84 million cubic feet of natural gas a day. There are more than 3,800 production platforms in the Gulf producing 1.3 million barrels of oil and 7 billion cubic feet of gas each day. Most remain shut down. The report by Interior's Minerals Management Service said the agency was conducting helicopter flyovers of the Gulf waters to investigate unconfirmed reports of oil spills and oil sheens, but that it was too early to issue any definitive findings. "There are no reports of oil impacting the shoreline or affecting birds and wildlife from releases in the Gulf of Mexico federal waters," said the agency. The agency also said five gas transmission pipeline systems sustained damage, although the extent of damage is not yet known. It earlier had reported four oil drilling rigs had been destroyed and another damaged. http://www.amarillo.com/stories/092008/bus_11296490.shtml
PHILIPPINES: ‘Nina’ postpones start of toxic chemical retrieval

Retrieval operations for the toxic chemical cargo on the capsized MV Princess of the Stars off waters in Romblon province has been stalled as Tropical Storm “Nina” approaches Eastern Luzon Saturday. Department of Transportation and Communication (DOTC) Undersecretary for Maritime Affairs Ma. Elena Bautista told ABS-CBN News Channel’s Prime News Saturday that the decision to delay the start of retrieval operations has been given to Titan, the salvor of the passenger ferry owned by Sulpicio Lines. “We were supposed to fly to Romblon tomorrow to start the operations but the bad weather has prevented us from doing so we have given advise to the salvor of Suplicio to take all necessary precautions depending on how the effect of the typhoon will be at ground zero and if it will endanger the divers and the other people... we won't mind a little delay in the start of the salvage operations,” said Bautista. Read more - http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/nation/09/20/08/%E2%80%98nina%E2%80%99-postpones-start-toxic-chemical-retrieval
Atlantic offshore oil spills more common than expected: Study
Oil spills in Atlantic Canada's offshore happen more often than foreseen by environmental assessments and already exceed those predictions, according to research done by the Alder Institute and York University professor Gail Fraser. Fraser said while that in itself is problematic, she's even more concerned with the lack of action on the issue. She says the regulator that oversees the oil industry - the Canada-Newfoundland Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board (CNLOPB) - doesn't seem to have guidelines in place for how to handle the situation. "There needs to be a link between the environmental assessment process and what happens on the ground," Fraser said. "You can have all the predictions you want, but it's what happens in reality that matters." Read the complete report at - http://www.canada.com/topics/news/national/story.html?id=f806bb13-d75d-4c7a-9323-83aaaffb790c
Insuring Against Terrorists Armed With Weapons of Mass Destruction

“Most catastrophic terrorist events have been caused by vehicle-borne explosive devices, devices often activated by a suicide bomber. Attacks of this nature kill up to hundreds of people and can severely damage or destroy buildings in the immediate vicinity. Among the well-documented examples of such events are the bombing of the U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut and the Oklahoma City truck bombing.” This article by Jack Seaquist, assistant vice president at AIR Worldwide Corp. was forwarded by Kevin Miller, ISCO Member of Council for the UK and M.D. of HazmatLINK Ltd. The article goes on to address insurance aspects, clean-up issues and standards, and relevant law. You can read the complete article at - 

http://www.riskandinsurance.com/story.jsp?storyId=126805112
Evaluating Nanomaterials:  Research alliance will develop means to predict hazards of nanoscale materials

Materials scientists and toxicologists from the U.S., Europe, and Japan have joined forces to develop standard protocols for testing the environmental, health, and safety (EHS) impacts of nanomaterials. The new alliance, called the International Alliance for NanoEHS Harmonization (IANH), was formed because of a lack of agreement among scientists over procedures for determining how nanomaterials interact with biological systems.
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NANO-BIO INTERACTIONS Efforts are under way to develop standard protocols for predicting how nanoparticles, such as those depicted here covered in proteins (green), will interact with biological systems.

"There are no existing standard approaches to testing nanomaterials, and that has led to differences in results and, in some cases, differences of opinion among scientists working in different places," says IANH Chair Kenneth Dawson of the Centre for BioNano Interactions at University College Dublin.The new alliance hopes to work out those differences through round-robin testing, in which scientists from around the world perform the same experiments with the same materials to see whether they get the same results. They will then try to reach a consensus on protocols related to sample preparation and characterization, cell culture testing, animal testing, environmental assessment, and other areas of concern. Any researcher from any sector—academia, government, or industry—is welcome to join the group, Dawson notes. A unique aspect of the alliance is that it was created by scientists with funding from their own organizations. "We are all motivated as individual scientists to participate. We are all contributing our own resources and time to it. It is truly a collective effort," says Vicki L. Colvin, professor of chemistry and chemical engineering and director of the Center for Biological & Environmental Nanotechnology at Rice University. Read the complete article: http://pubs.acs.org/cen/news/86/i37/8637notw1.html
UK: Health Protection Agency develops new skills to protect human health after chemical disasters

The Health Protection Agency has developed a new environmental sampling process to help assess the risks to human health from major chemical disasters. Delegates at the Health Protection Agency’s annual conference in Warwick will find out how soil, herbage and dust sampling processes will allow Agency scientists to assess the short and long term health risks from chemical contaminants following major disasters such as the Buncefield fuel depot fire in Hemel Hempstead, in 2005. There is currently no single UK agency responsible for environmental monitoring of surface soils and herbage for the purposes of health risk assessment following a major incident involving the release of noxious chemicals. The Agency has therefore built on its existing sampling capacity for radioactive contamination to develop teams capable of collecting soil and herbage samples after the fallout from large chemical incidents. The Agency can now respond to a major chemical disaster by rapidly deploying up to 20 scientists to gather key data on environmental contamination from a range of inorganic and organic chemicals. Read the complete report http://www.hpa.org.uk/webw/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1221552040268?p=1204186170287 

2009 International Hazardous Materials Response Teams Conference
Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group writes “The International Association of Fire Chiefs is currently seeking presentations for the 2009 International Hazardous Materials Response Teams Conference held May 28 -31, 2009 in Hunt Valley, MD.   We are currently seeking presentations on new ideas and practical solutions to the toughest challenges facing the hazmat community. This is an opportunity to present your innovative solutions, experiences, and research to more than 900 of your hazmat colleagues; increase your visibility as a presenter; and contribute to the advancement of the industry. We need your help to continue and enhance the advanced educational opportunities found at this conference. If you would like the opportunity to present at the 2009 HazMat Conference, session proposals are now being accepted online through Monday, October 27 at http://iafc.confex.com/iafc/haz09/cfp.cgi. If you know of anyone else who would be interested, please forward this message to them”.  

Colourful bacteria put the spotlight on pollution

Follow-up to the story in last week’s Newsletter - Pollution from oil spills and the like can linger for many years and chemicals such as naphthalene are rarely visible. So crews have to use other chemicals - sometimes harsh and expensive ones, such as carbon tetrachloride - to pinpoint areas in need of decontamination. But bacteria engineered to change colour in response to specific chemical pollutants would be much cheaper, easier, cleaner and safer, scientists told a meeting of the Society for General Microbiology in Dublin last week. The scientists tested their microbial sensors out on an oil spill in the North Sea. "We found that our sensors worked extremely well - and we also found the residue from numerous other old spills in the area," says Jan Van der Meer, a microbiology professor at the University of Lausanne in Switzerland. Read more about this development at http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20080920.ZOE20/TPStory/Environment
FRANCE: POLLUTEC 2008 EXHIBITION, 2-5 DECEMBER AT LYONS, FRANCE

A key global meeting for environment professionals, Pollutec Lyons provides a stage for the full range of pollution prevention and treatment technologies and, more generally, for the protection of the environment and the promotion of sustainable development. For 4 days the 23rd show will bring together 2,600 exhibitors displaying a unique array of innovative equipment, technologies and service across a range of sectors and  70,000 manufacturers, local authority officials and specifiers in search of solutions. More info at - http://www.pollutec.com/site/GB/To_visit/Show_information/2008_Sectors,C1312,I1811.htm
DUBAI: Emergency Response Management for the Hydrocarbons Industry – CONFERENCE - December 14-17 2008

The focus will be on protecting assets, people and environment utilizing the best emergency response techniques, teams, tools and technologies. More information will be given in the next edition of this Newsletter. Also see: http://www.ermhydrocarbon.com
LAMOR HEADQUARTERS RELOCATING FROM PORVOO TO VANTAA, PRODUCTION FACILITY REMAINS IN PORVOO

ISCO member, the Porvoo based Finnish company Lamor Corporation Ab is relocating its sales and marketing departments from Porvoo to Vantaa, Finland, as of the beginning of next year. The production and logistic department of Lamor Technics will stay in Porvoo, the home town of Lamor Group.  Bent Larsen, Chairman of Lamor Group, says “the aim of the office move is to ensure seamless cooperation between the different companies and departments within Lamor Group - Improving the information flow between different teams and strengthening the company culture requires that also the sales and marketing function is in the same office facility as administration. Lamor, focusing oil spill response equipment and environmental technologies, has grown and continues to grow rapidly. Earlier this year all the resources within the Lamor Group were centralized under one administration, Lamor Group, based at the Technopolis facilities in Vantaa. Clean Globe International, which also belongs to the Lamor Group, already has its office at the Technopolis centre in Vantaa. For a growing company resources are very important. By centralizing the different functions under one roof it is easier for us to recruit the needed resources and make the organization more efficient. Our activities are increasingly international and we travel more and more. Technopolis location near the Helsinki-Vantaa airport is optimal and improves efficiency. Furthermore, the facilities and the services that Technopolis offers fulfils our current needs and makes flexible growth possible”. Telephone and fax numbers will remain the same, the new headquarter address as of 1st January 2009 will be Lamor Corporation Ab, Technopolis, Teknobulevardi 3-5, 01530 VANTAA, Finland.  Tel: +358 20 7650 100 Fax: +358 20 7650 149

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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