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IMO: 60 years in the service of shipping

25 September 2008 marked the 31st celebration of World Maritime Day, the annual occasion when the International Maritime Organization (IMO) leads the world in honouring shipping. This year the theme for World Maritime Day is IMO: 60 years in the service of shipping. The year 2008 contains a number of key milestones and anniversaries for the Organization. March 6th was the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the IMO Convention by a conference held in Geneva in 1948 under the auspices of the United Nations; March 17th was the 50th anniversary of that Convention entering into force in 1958; and June saw the convening of the 100th session of the IMO Council, the executive organ of IMO responsible for supervising the work of the Organization in between sessions of the Assembly. In his World Maritime Day message to the international maritime community, IMO Secretary-General Efthimios E. Mitropoulos said, "Today, on World Maritime Day, we can say, with confidence and pride, that IMO has served the shipping industry well since its inception 60 years ago. As we look back over what we have achieved and, more importantly, forward to the challenges that lie ahead, we know that the edifice from which we operate is strong and well-structured. Our course for the future is set, and we will make our passage with optimism and a clear vision about the objectives we want to achieve." Read the full text of IMO Secretary-General Efthimioc E. Mitropoulos’ World Maritime Day message at http://www.imo.org/About/mainframe.asp?topic_id=320.
ISCO DELEGATIONS TO IMO COUNCIL, MEPC and OPRC- HNS TG MEETINGS

ISCO President, David Usher, will represent ISCO at the 101st IMO Council meeting on 10th –14th, November 2008. Dr Douglas Cormack, Honorary Member of ISCO and Chairman of the International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) will represent ISCO at the 58th session of the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) on 6th–10th October, 2008. The ISCO delegation to the 8th OPRC-HNS Technical Group meeting over 29th September to 3rd October, 2008 will consist in ISCO Executive Committee member, Rear Admiral M. L. Stacey, CB; Dr Douglas Cormack, Honorary Member of ISCO and Chairman of ISAA; Kevin Miller, Member of ISCO Council for the UK; John Noble, Member of the IMO-ISCO Liaison Committee; and John McMurtrie, ISCO Secretary and Member of the ISCO Executive Committee. 

Emergency Response Management for the Hydrocarbon Industry

This Conference and Workshop will take place at the Sheraton Jumeirah Beach Resort and Towers, Dubai, UAE. Interactive workshops will be held on December 14 & 17 and the main conference on December 15-16. The theme is “Protecting  assets, people and environment by utilizing the best emergency response techniques, teams, tools and technologies”. The key speakers at the conference will include Craig Buckingham, Crisis Management Team Leader. Supreme Petroleum Council (Session title – Crisis and management preparedness within Abu Dhabi National Oil Company); Nabeel H. Ali, Group Chief Fire and Safety Compliance Officer, and Waddah S. Ghanam, Group Environment, Health and Safety, Quality Compliance Manager, Emirates National Oil Company (Session title – Effective emergency response planning: planning and executing effective drills in oil storage installations); Ali Hussain Haji Asad, Emergency Response Coordinator, Kuwait Oil Company (Session title – How to improve your emergency response operations through a strategic overview from Kuwait Oil Company; Dr. Leslie J Finnegan, Health Safety Security Environment and Quality Manager (Session title – Building Dubai’s oil spill contingency plan). ISCO President, David Usher will be presenting a paper on “New directions in sub sea oil recovery” which will include reference to experience gained at the very recent international exercise between the USA and Canada (see ISCO Newsletter 146 15 Sept. 08). The Dubai conference is endorsed by the Abu Dhabi Environmental Agency and the International Spill Control Organization (ISCO). The sponsors are SEACOR Environmental Services Middle East Ltd., Lamor Swire and AllMaritim.  Topics that will be addressed include + Successful emergency response teams within the region + Emergency prevention + Spill management + Spill clean up techniques and latest products + Planning and implementation of emergency response programs +  Role of technology in minimizing environmental impacts +  Satellite imaging and tracking + Regional co-ordination in regulation mapping + Crisis management. [Editor’s note: More information about the interactive workshops will be published in next week’s ISCO Newsletter. ISCO Members please note that they are entitled to a 15% discount on their booking fees.] For more information and registration form visit http://www.ermhydrocarbon.com
EU LAWMAKERS PROPOSE TOUGHER MARITIME SAFETY RULES

European Union lawmakers approved a series of proposals last Wednesday to strengthen shipping safety and prevent oil spills but the package still faces tough negotiations with the bloc's governments. The European Parliament's package will clearly define tougher duties for states under whose flags ships operate and will clarify vessel owners' liability and insurance obligations. The proposed rules would also introduce a stricter ship inspection regime and create 'places of refuge' at ports or bays for ships in distress which would be overseen by independent authorities in each country. The measures are dubbed the 'Erika III' package after a tanker which sank off the coast of France in 1999, spilling its cargo of oil. http://www.forbes.com/afxnewslimited/feeds/afx/2008/09/24/afx5464369.html
ITOPF: NEW ISSUE OF “OCEAN ORBIT” PUBLISHED
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ITOPF has just published a new issue of its newsletter Ocean Orbit, which this year features an article on ITOPF’s role in the HEBEI SPIRIT incident in the Republic of Korea and a report on the ambitious rescue operation of oiled penguins following the TREASURE spill in South Africa in 2000.  As ITOPF celebrates its 40th anniversary, we look back at four decades of tanker spills, drawing on ITOPF’s spill database to show some historical trends.  We also highlight a project using GIS to help assess the risk of oil spills in China by reference to changing oil transport patterns and historical spill data.  Copies of the newsletter are available free from ITOPF (contact Terry Goodchild) or can be downloaded in PDF format from the Publications page of our website. http://www.itopf.com/news%2Dand%2Devents/#ocean
SPAIN: EMERGENCY PLANNING & BUSINESS CONTINUITY MANAGEMENT

James Thornborough, Vice President of ISCO Corporate Member, Lamor Swire Environmental Solutions will be presenting a paper “Striving for Seamless Tier 1, 2 & 3 Oil Spill Preparedness and Response” at this conference scheduled for 2-3 October 2008 in Barcelona. His paper gives an overview of the tiered response system for oil spill preparedness and response as espoused by IPIECA, an outline of the challenges faced at each Tier level (1,2,3). He will address the criticality of Tier 2 which fills the gaps between local and international response to combat spills of national significance and outline of how Tier 3 Centres can be operated to generate improved connectivity and capacity at Tier 2 and Tier 1 levels. The focus of the conference is on understanding and acknowledging the risks, and ensuring exceptional continuity management and preparedness in the oil and gas industry. You can find details at http://www.jacobfleming.com/conferences/oil-gas/emergency-planning-and-business-continuity-management
IRELAND: ISAA OIL SPILL TRAINING DAYS “A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL EVENT”

Last Thursday and Friday more than 30 delegates from spill response organizations from Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland joined together for the International Spill Accreditation Association two day event held at Castle Archdale near Eniskillen in Northern Ireland. A report will be published later.

USA: Pollution caused by HURRICANE IKE

The environmental toll of Hurricane Ike, much like the storm itself, could have been worse, state and federal authorities said Tuesday in the first tentative assessment of the damage wrought by the hurricane. So far, regulatory officials have identified 228 sites potentially poisoned with gasoline, industrial chemicals, feces and other contaminants from Greater Houston to Lake Charles, La. But none of the reported spills is considered major, authorities said. Cmdr. Virginia Kammer, who leads the U.S. Coast Guard's cleanup efforts along the Texas coastline, said the largest spill was about 3,000 barrels, and the responsible facility moved quickly to get the problem under control.

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/headline/metro/6019070.html
NEW WILDLIFE RESCUE SYSTEM FROM FASTANK
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ISCO Member, Fastank Engineering Ltd. has developed a new product for wildlife rescue (WLR) at oil spill incidents. Wildlife rescue and rehabilitation is now of growing importance as an integral part of oil spill response. The public demand this and the media will pillory the offenders, if provision is not in place for alleviation of suffering of oiled wildlife after a spill. The economic and PR cost to offenders can be enormous. The new system is designed to assist the recovery of oiled birds, mammals and amphibians after an oil spill. Each system comprises three captive wildlife enclosures 3.2 m. dia x 2.15 m. high (126” x 84”) and is provided with a filter/water purification box with 240 v. recirculation pump. The WLR system is totally portable and easily set up on site without need for tools, even on uneven ground. The upper part of the enclosure has black netting

which provides shade and privacy and a heavy duty zip opening allows easy access. There are no internal obstructions to hurt flying birds and the water depth can be varied to accommodate different species and stages of recovery. The pump and filter system provide for continuous cleaning of the water, removing oil and waste particles. The WLR system is complemented by portable, easily erected holding pens for oiled wildlife awaiting treatment (see photo on right), available in three standard sizes – 1.7 m., 3 m. and 6 m. For more information visit http://www.fastank.com
Special Report: Emergency Preparedness and Facility Plan ACCESS

In the aftermath of a disaster, what if you had to get your hands on a paper drawing or map of a facility?  Facility information is crucial to effectively managing any type of emergency and minimizing damage to the facility.  An understanding of the layout of the facility can mean the difference between life and death.  Emergency responders need to understand the facility layout so they can navigate easily and direct fire suppression efforts and emergency crews more effectively.  Mapping technology now offers new opportunities for providing facility information to occupants and first responders.  Free Download.  9 pages, PDF Format, 0.9MB

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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