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ISAA TO ADOPT SHORELINE CLEAN-UP AS A SEPARATE ACCREDITATION DISCIPLINE
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In the picture: at the recent IMO TG8 meeting in London, left to right, ISAA Chairman, Dr Douglas Cormack, ISCO Secretary John McMurtrie and ISCO Member of Council for the UK, Kevin Miller

The International Spill Accreditation Association (ISAA) is the world authority for accreditation of spill response organizations (SROs) and is dedicated to the raising of standards in spill response. As a not-for-profit NGO, ISAA sets international standards for spill response in all areas including inland and marine spills. ISAA accreditation is not only applicable to privately owned spill contractors but can also be used by governments and others for independently checking their own response capabilities. ISAA accreditation schemes in each participating country or region are controlled by ISAA in partnership with steering groups that include representatives of appropriate government departments and other relevant organizations. ISAA also organises training courses and seminars to assist SROs in gaining required levels of competency in ISAA accreditation subjects. In order to gain and maintain accredited status SROs are regularly audited by independent experts.

Currently, accredited status may be awarded at one of three levels in spill response disciplines that include marine (including inshore, offshore and shoreline clean-up), freshwater, on-land, groundwater, and road/rail tanker spills. ISAA auditors examine every aspect of each candidate’s operations in accordance with a comprehensive accreditation matrix. It is now proposed to treat shoreline clean-up as a separate subject for accreditation purposes. This change has been prompted by experience during recent large scale beach cleaning situations where there have been problems in finding enough trained people to organise operations and supervise large numbers of volunteers and other unskilled labour. An effect of the change will be to help inland SROs to gain competency in managing beach cleaning work and generally to increase the availability of qualified personnel. The Secretariat of the International Spill Control Organisation (ISCO) provides administrative support to ISAA and, at the recent IMO OPRC-HNS TG8 meeting in London, ISCO has undertaken to submit a paper on Accreditation in the context of shoreline clean-up operations in response to marine spills. 

Agreement SIGNED between EMSA, Cedre and Cefic

On 17 October 2008, at the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) headquarters in Lisbon, Willem de Ruiter, EMSA Executive Director, Joachim Krüger, Executive Director of the Energy, HSE and Logistics Programme of the European Chemical Industry Council (Cefic) and Pierre Maille, Chairman of the Board of the Centre of Documentation, Research and Experimentation on Accidental Water Pollution (Cedre), signed an agreement between the three organisations establishing the “MAR-ICE Network,” thus creating a framework for closer co-operation in the field of chemical marine pollution response. Mr de Ruiter thanked Cedre and Cefic for their co-operation on this important topic and added that “with the Cedre experience and the involvement of the chemical industry, I expect progress in this particularly sensitive area.” Mr Krüger added: “This is another example of how the European chemical industry puts Responsible Care into practice”. Mr Maille warmly thanked EMSA and Cefic for their continuing confidence in the experience of Cedre, based in Brest, to make information of paramount importance on harmful and noxious substances available to all EU member states through this agreement. The signature of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) covers the framework for co-operation between the three organisations in establishing a network of chemical experts called “Marine ICE" or "MAR-ICE network," which aims to strengthen information transfer on chemical substances involved in marine pollution emergencies in EU waters.

The purpose of this network is to provide, upon request, the Member States of the European Union and the coastal states of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) with remote product specific information on chemicals involved in marine pollution, by contacting experts in chemical companies who are familiar with the substance(s) involved. This new service is based on the voluntary ICE (Intervention in Chemical transport Emergencies) emergency response network, which provides similar assistance to national Authorities in land based chemical spills during transport. This network is available 24/7 and has been operated by Cefic since 1992. With this agreement, the three organisations aim to apply the ICE experience to the development and implementation of a similar EU-wide service for marine incidents involving chemical releases. The service will be accessible to requesting parties via a single interface to be provided by Cedre, whose key mission is to offer an around the clock national advisory service which provides those in charge of pollution response with information on the pollutants, their behaviour, the related risks and the best response methods and techniques. The establishment of this network is part of EMSA’s implementation of its “Action Plan on Hazardous and Noxious Substances (HNS) Pollution Preparedness and Response,” which was adopted in June 2007 and defines the Agency’s pollution response tasks as stipulated in Regulation (EC) N° 1406/2002/EC.
 http://www.cedre.fr/uk/home/mar-ice.pdf
AUSTRALIA: Appointment of General Manager, AMSA Emergency Response Division
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Mr John Young was appointed to the position of General Manager, Emergency Response Division (ERD) on 24 September 2008. In his role as General Manager, ERD, John is responsible for the provision of a national aviation and maritime search and rescue service and additionally, the overall coordination of AMSA’s emergency response functions relating to the management of maritime casualties and counter-pollution operations. Prior to his appointment as General Manager, John held the position of Manager, Search and Rescue Operations at AMSA from 1999 to 2008. Before that he enjoyed a career in the Royal Australian Navy, serving on large ships, destroyers and patrol boats in Australian and foreign waters.
 http://www.amsa.gov.au/about_amsa/corporate_information/Recent_Events/AppointmentofGeneralManagerEmergencyResponseDivision.asp
MALTA: MAJOR OIL SPILL RESPONSE EXERCISE ON 21st OCTOBER, 2008
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The Malta Maritime Authority and the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)  conducted an oil recovery response exercise at sea, off Valletta. The oil recovery response exercise simulated the detection of a 500m by 300m unattached slick of heavy oil off Valletta, which was “reported” by a fishing boat to the Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) at the MMA. The first call was made to the Harbour Master at 5:30am, and the response was initiated through VTS calls for mobilising everyone concerned. In fact, the Malta Maritime Authority’s Control Centre was fully manned by 6am. Vessels arriving on the scene started deploying booms and skimming equipment for the recovery of the oil slick.Apart from the M/T Santa Maria and M/T Mistra Bay which are based in Malta, a third vessel, the Aktea OSRV, was deployed from her base in Piraeus, Greece for the exercise. The vessels form part of EMSA’s network of pollution response vessels stationed in ports around the European coast. In the case that a member state requests assistance, any of these vessels may be deployed to assist in clean-up and response operations under a standard contract with predetermined fees to be paid to the vessel operators. Captain Richard Gabriele, the Malta Maritime Authority’s Harbour Master was the chief coordinator of this exercise which was carried out in a joint effort with the Civil Protection Department who had the task as on scene command using their vessel Garibaldi. Participants included Tankship Management Ltd. Falzon Marine Group, Environmental Protection Engineering (Piraeus), operators of Mistra Bay, Santa Maria and Aktea OSRV respectively, Cassar Ship Repair, Tug Malta, the Armed Forces of Malta and the Police through the deployment of their respective sea craft. 

Other entities directly involved in this exercise included the Health Department, the Physical Oceanography Unit of the University of Malta, the Meteorology Office at the Malta International Airport, the Malta Maritime pilots, REMPEC (Regional Marine Pollution Response Centre), the Oil Pollution Response Module and Alpha Briggs and EMSA as observers. Capt Gabriele expressed his satisfaction at the successful outcome of this exercise: “Although the exercise is a simulated one, conditions are very real and we have to coordinate a complicated operation with the involvement of many other participants. Response has to be timely and coordinated whereby everyone has to abide strictly to the instructions being given. We hope that this will always limit itself to a simulation of an incident however, biding by the successful outcome, in case of a real incident involving oil spills, we are confident that the matter will be addressed with professional and successful results.” An official from EMSA present throughout the exercise had words of praise for the “excellent coordination and clear communications which helped this exercise run smoothly and effectively, with all units responding in a professional manner. The success of this drill signified a good foundation for closer and more practical cooperation between Malta Maritime Authority and EMSA's Pollution Response. “This was the first time ever that 3 EMSA vessels flying together the EMSA flag, participated in a pollution response exercise.” http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/2008/10/22/t4.html
ECUADOR: AMAZON DEFENSE COALITION: TEXACO ORDERED DESTRUCTION OF OIL SPILL DOCUMENTS

Texaco, now owned by Chevron, ordered its employees to destroy reports documenting oil spills in the Amazon rainforest in Ecuador where the company is now the subject of a $16.3 billion potential liability in a civil lawsuit, according to an internal company memo released today by the group representing plaintiffs in the case. Two former Texaco lawyers -- both employees of Chevron -- were indicted last month in Ecuador for fraud related to a purported environmental clean-up used by the company to secure a legal release to avoid liability in the civil suit. The new memo apparently was not considered by the prosecutor in bringing the charges, which are based on evidence of toxic contamination at former Texaco sites in the Amazon that the company had certified as remediated. The Texaco memorandum -- dated July 17, 1972 and directed at the manager of the company's operations manager in Ecuador -- orders that all previous reports related to oil spills "are to be removed from the Field and Division offices and destroyed."
 [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this news item] Read the complete report at -
 http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/amazon-defense-coalition-texaco-ordered/story.aspx?guid=%7B46485A34-44C3-4232-9850-0CEB3F6503CC%7D&dist=hppr
USA ALASKA: FISHERMEN TRAIN FOR OIL SPILL RESPONSE
More than 45 fishing vessels and 124 crew members trained in Cordova from Oct. 7-10. The training prepared first responders for oil spills in a program sponsored by Alyeska Pipeline Co. The training sessions, conducted as part of the Ship Escort Response Vessel System, train crew on fishing vessels how to tow boom, operate skimmers and handle barges. The program also includes a five-hour hazardous materials class in conjunction with indoor stations and readiness checks. On-water missions were held at Nelson Bay on Oct. 9-10. Booms are used in the training on water to limit the spread of spilled oil. Vessels use containment booms to contain and control at the source of the spill to lessen environmental impact. Fishing vessel coordinator Lloyd Kompkoff said the training went well. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this news item] Read the complete report at -  http://thecordovatimes.com/news/show/3555
USA: Bay Oil Spill Trial To Start Next Spring

The trial of a pilot and a ship management company on criminal charges stemming from a massive oil spill last year was postponed in federal court in San Francisco until next April. U.S. District Judge Susan Illston set an April 6 trial date after a lawyer for Hong Kong-based Fleet Management Ltd. said preparing for the trial will be "a painfully time-consuming process." Attorney Marc Greenberg said pre-trial tasks include going over a lengthy Coast Guard report on the Nov. 7, 2007, spill from the Cosco Busan into San Francisco Bay and analyzing the Chinese-language depositions of six crew members. More at -

http://www.nbc11.com/newsarchive/17652094/detail.html
BRAZIL: Alpina Briggs Receives Nautical Institute Certificate of Accreditation

In the picture: left to right, Commander Peter Aylott, Director of Training for the NI, Captain R. B. Middleton, Past President of the NI, Captain Bill Boyle, Alpina Briggs Operations Director, and Mark Francis, Alpina Briggs Training Manager.

Alpina Briggs Defesa Ambiental S/A, the Brazilian / UK joint venture company of Alpina Ambiental, Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Briggs Environmental Services Limited, Burntisland, Scotland, received the Nautical Institute Certificate of Accreditation for Oil Spill Response Training to MCA (Maritime Coastguard Agency) and IMO (International Maritime Organization) standards for the third time on Tuesday 21st October 2008. A presentation ceremony was held in the Alpina Briggs training offices in Rio de Janeiro on Tuesday evening in front of a number of guests from Petrobras, Transpetro, SMIT, Rio de Janeiro Port Authority and the Brazilian Navy. Captain Robbie Middleton past President of the N.I. presented Mark Francis, Alpina Briggs Training Manager and Captain Bill Boyle Alpina Briggs Operations Director with a Nautical Institute Headquarters Plaque and letter of Accreditation Confirmation. Captain Middleton explained the importance of Oil Spill Response Training Accreditation and also complemented the high standard that Alpina Briggs has achieved over their eight years of operation. Commander Peter Aylott Director of Training for the Nautical Institute also commented on the high standards that Alpina Briggs has set in Brazil and the importance of continued training in Oil Spill Response. Captain Boyle thanked Mark and his team for their dedication and hard work. He also mentioned the importance of the close working relationship between the Briggs International Centres of Excellence and Alpina Briggs in exploring new training solutions around the world. Alpina Briggs is accredited by the Nautical Institute to deliver Oil Spill Response Training to MCA and IMO Standards, IMO Level 1 – MCA 3/3p, IMO Level 2 – MCA 2/2p, Ports & Harbours - MCA 2/2p, Environmental Agents MCA 1/1p. Alpina Briggs is the only company in the world that deliver Accredited Environmental Agents courses which are aimed at local communities especially local fishermen who will be the first affected if an oil spill occurs.
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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