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Netherlands signs Wreck Removal Convention

The Kingdom of the Netherlands has become the fourth country to sign, subject to approval, the Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks, 2007, joining Estonia, France and Italy, which signed subject to ratification. The Nairobi Wreck Removal Convention was adopted in May 2007 and will provide the legal basis for States to remove, or have removed, shipwrecks that may have the potential to affect adversely the safety of lives, goods and property at sea, as well as the marine environment. The Convention is open for signature until 18 November 2008 and, thereafter, will be open for ratification, accession or acceptance. It will enter into force twelve months following the date on which ten States have either signed it without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval or have deposited instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession with IMO. http://www.imo.org/
REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL OIL POLLUTION COMPENSATION FUNDS IN 2007

[image: image2.png]


In the foreword to the report IOPC Director, Willem Oosterveen, writes “Two major new incidents occurred during 2007 which are likely to result in considerable work for the Organisations. Both the Volgoneft 139 and the Hebei Spirit incidents happened during winter storms, spilling thousands of tonnes of oil and causing extensive pollution of shorelines. Claimants in these incidents should benefit considerably from the Funds’ new state-of-the-art web-based claims management system, which is designed to expedite the claims handling process by allowing our staff to work seamlessly with staff in local claims offices and with international experts, wherever they are based.

During 2007, the number of States which have ratified the 1992 Fund Convention passed the milestone of 100 and I look forward to welcoming the Cook Islands as the 100th Member State of the Fund when the Convention enters into force for that State in March 2008. The international compensation regime is therefore still continuing to grow and develop, which can also be seen in the successful implementation of the STOPIA/TOPIA agreements and the progress of the Working Group on non-technical measures to promote

quality transportation of oil by sea. The report can be accessed at -
 http://www.iopcfund.org/AR07_E.pdf
EUROPE: EMSA MARITIME ACCIDENT REVIEW 2007

A review of accidents in and around EU waters in 2007 has been produced by EMSA, and made available on the website. The document highlights the fact that, although the maritime safety situation has improved significantly in recent years, in that there have been no passenger ship or oil tanker disasters, the total number and financial cost of accidents is rising at an unprecedented rate. This is reflected in insurance costs, which are passed on to the citizen. 

The review covers accidents involving all types of commercial vessels, and deals with such things as types of accident (inc sinkings, collisions, groundings, fires, loss of life and oil spills), ship types involved and regional aspects. One of the most significant findings was that, according to the accident data sources used, the total number of vessels involved in accidents rose from 535 (in 2006) to 762 (in 2007), and almost 70% of the accidents occurred in the Atlantic and North Sea regions. Also, the estimated amount of oil accidentally spilled in and around EU waters in 2007 was in the region of 7-8,000 tonnes (which is a fraction of that spilled in most oil spill disasters), and only a small proportion of this reached the coastline. However, deliberate spills are a significant concern, and EMSA is looking at this via its satellite monitoring service. This is the first of a series of annual reviews, and it can be seen at: http://www.emsa.eu.int/Docs/other/annual2007.html
INTEROPERABILITY OF INTERNATIONAL ACCIDENT RECORDING SYSTEMS 
On 30 September, representatives from the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA), the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the European Commission (Joint Research Centre) met in London to discuss the transfer of accident data between the European Casualty Information Platform (EMCIP), which is run by EMSA, and the IMO run Global Integrated Shipping Information System (GISIS). When this is in operation, it will both minimise Member State data input work and allow improved data availability for end users. http://www.emsa.eu.int
ISAA ALL-IRELAND ACCREDITATION SCHEME MEETING

The next meeting of the ISAA All-Ireland Spill Response Organisation Accreditation Scheme Steering Group will take place at 1030 hrs on Wednesday 12th November 2008 at the HQ of the Irish Coastguard in Dublin. The agenda for the meeting will be circulated to members of the Steering Group later this week.

Salvors to produce Casualty Management Guidelines

Marine salvage companies meeting in Malta have decided unanimously to progress a project to produce best practice guidelines for Marine Casualty Management. The guidelines will assist governments, shipowners and managers, port authorities and other interests directly involved in ship salvage operations.
For several years the International Salvage Union (ISU) has proposed the production of best practice guidelines for Marine Casualty Management (MCM Guidelines). At its Annual General Meeting in Malta, ISU members endorsed the project to complete guidelines for circulation and use by salvors, shipowners and coastal states worldwide. The intention is to complete the guidelines during 2009. Commenting on the initiative, President of the ISU Arnold Witte said: “There is existing International Maritime Organization (IMO) guidance on the issue of places of refuge. There is also very general IMO guidance on general issues relating to the control of ships in emergency situations. What is missing is specific, comprehensive guidance on best practice throughout the entire casualty management process. The MCM Guidelines will fill that gap and, in doing so, will sharpen and enhance marine emergency response capabilities worldwide. Our intention is to consult with our maritime industry partners when finalising the guidelines.”                        

 http://www.marine-salvage.com/media_information/index.asp?page=press/AGM%202008.htm
How to respond to an Arctic oil spill

In the latest issue of Petroleum News, Alan Bailey writes – “In-situ burning is the technique of choice for cleaning up oil in sea ice, but drift ice conditions present significant challenges. In the Arctic the presence of sea ice and snow can make the techniques for oil detection and recovery very different from those used in a marine spill in warmer climates.” At the United States and Canada Northern Oil and Gas Research Forum in Anchorage, Alaska, on Oct. 28, Arctic oil spill response expert Ian Buist of S.L. Ross Environmental Research Ltd. summarized the results of 20 to 30 years of research into dealing with an oil spill in Arctic offshore conditions. “The behavior of oil spilled on ice is extremely complicated,” Buist said. “The fate of the oil depends on factors such as the ice conditions and whether the oil lies above or below the ice. And oil on ice behaves differently from oil on water. Oil spilled on top of ice or on snow spreads much, much more slowly and stays much thicker than when it’s spilled on water,” Buist said. “Thicknesses on ice are 100 times more than they are on water. And any snow on the ice will rapidly and effectively absorb oil”. Oil discharged below sea ice will float upward to accumulate in pools on the bottom surface of the ice. Downward growth of the ice will then encapsulate the oil as layers with the ice sheet. The oil will later emerge during the spring melt, rising through brine channels or becoming exposed as the ice melts downward from the surface. Oil spilled on water between ice floes may be contained by the floes, depending on the concentration of ice on the water surface — in high ice concentrations floes tend to touch, thus forming natural boom structures.

He concludes “Unless a net environmental benefit analysis indicates that burning would cause more harm than good, in situ burning is the countermeasure technology of choice for larger spills in ice conditions. Even oil mixed with up to 70 percent of snow can be burned, he said. And where oil is trapped in ice, responders would have plenty of time to plan a burn operation for the spring melt, when the oil would appear at the ice surface. However, current research is focusing on the question of how to ensure that an oil slick on water is thick enough to ignite in situations where there is too much ice to deploy fire boom but too little ice for the ice floes to corral the oil” Read the complete article at -http://www.petroleumnews.com/cgi-bin/htmlos.cgi/0036.1.020337997714842192
ITOPF RELEASES NEW TECHNICAL INFORMATION PAPER

Recognition of Oil on Shorelines“”, the fifth of ITOPF’s new series of Technical Information Papers, has just been published.  Estimating the amount of stranded oil with accuracy is difficult and even identifying the type of oil can be a problem, particularly if the oil has weathered extensively.  In cases of large spills, the source of stranded oil may be obvious, but the question of identification frequently arises when a small amount of oil is involved and compensation is sought for damage or clean-up costs.  This paper aims to assist the reader in recognising both the type and quantity of oil on differing shorelines.
Single copies of the TIP are available free of charge from Terry Goodchild at ITOPF; multiple copies are charged at £1.00, reducing to 0.75p (excluding postage) for bulk orders. Copies can also be downloaded in PDF format from the Publications page. http://www.itopf.com/news%2Dand%2Devents/#TIP5
'Toxic' ship dismantled in Bangladesh despite court ban
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Up to 130 large ships are dismantled each year on beaches at Sitakundu, home to the world's largest ship breaking yards.
A ship described by Greenpeace as "hazardous" is being dismantled off the coast of Bangladesh despite a court order banning it from the country's shores, its owner said Wednesday. The fate of the MT Enterprise, previously called New Atlantia, has been in question since August when the government banned it. The ban was overturned in September after a government inspection failed to find excessive hazardous materials, but a week later the high court upheld the earlier decision. Nazim Uddin, owner of the ship breaking firm that owns the vessel, told AFP he did not believe he was defying a ban because he had not officially been informed of the high court decision.
 http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Toxic_ship_dismantled_in_Bangladesh_despite_court_ban_999.html
Lamor Group Acquires Slickbar

Press release received from Lamor Group – “Lamor Group, the world’s premier supplier of oil spill response equipment and services, has acquired US based oil spill response company Slickbar. Slickbar will continue to operate as an independent brand and the management remains the same in both organizations. The acquisition strengthens Lamor Group’s position globally and will generate synergies with the existing activities, thus enabling both companies to improve their service excellence. 
Since 1960, Slickbar Products Corporation, based in Seymour, Connecticut, U.S.A., has evolved from an oil boom manufacturer to one of the leading suppliers of oil spill containment and recovery equipment. The company employs 150  people worldwide and has a turnover of over 10Million EUR. "The acquisition allows us to widen and expand our technology base and serve our growing customer network even better,” says CEO of Lamor Group, Mr. Rasmus Guldbrand. “Slickbar has successfully grown by providing outstanding service to their customers, which is perfectly aligned with our focus at Lamor. We welcome the opportunity to continue that job and look forward to bringing in added value by Lamor’s industry-leading solutions." Commenting on the agreement, Mr. Jari Ahoranta, Executive Vice President, Sales, Lamor Group, said: "Slickbar is a very well recognized and respected brand in the oil spill response industry. By using the synergies that Lamor Group Ltd. can offer, for example our production strategy, we believe that Slickbar can contribute with a very positive growth effect to the whole Lamor Group Ltd. We have very high expectations on the future development of Slickbar.” Stephen Reilly, CEO of Slickbar said: "The friendship between Slickbar and Lamor has been longstanding for many years, and the synergy between the two companies is very strong. We both offer each other new opportunities and an additional product line for continuous strong growth around the world." 

THE O’BRIEN’S GROUP, O’BRIEN OIL POLLUTION SERVICE AND RESPONSE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATES ANNOUNCE THEIR MERGER AND INTEGRATION

Press release received from O’brien’s Response Management Inc. - “The O’BRIEN’S Group, Inc. (O’BRIEN’S), a division of SEACOR Environmental Services, and its wholly owned subsidiaries Response Management Associates, Inc. (RMA) and O’Brien Oil Pollution Service, Inc. (OOPS) announced today their plans to merge. The new combined company will be known as O’BRIEN’S RESPONSE MANAGEMENT Inc. and the merger is scheduled to be completed by the end of the year. “We will now be able to provide consolidated services to our clients in a more efficient manner,” commented Tim Perkins, current CEO of all three companies; “we view this as an opportunity to better serve our clients through the extensive resources of the new combined entity.” Eric Politte, current President of RMA, was named President of O’BRIEN’S RESPONSE MANAGEMENT. “We look forward to working with our combined clients and to continue our history of providing high quality services and offering an expanded range of products,” said Mr. Politte. He added “This transition should be transparent to our customers with no effect on our existing contracts.” Jim O’Brien will continue in his current role as consultant and senior advisor to the O’Brien’s Board as Chairman Emeritus.

The O’BRIEN’S Group, along with O’Brien Oil Pollution Service, is the largest provider of emergency preparedness and crisis management services to the energy and international shipping industries. O’BRIEN’S provides Qualified Individual and Spill Management Team services to the largest share of energy companies and a majority of shipping companies, representing in excess of 6,000 ocean-going vessels operating in U.S. territorial seas. O’BRIEN’S also assists their world-wide clients with response plans, training, exercises, security and marine technical services since 1983. RMA is a highly specialized professional consulting firm providing environmental and regulatory compliance services to the energy industry since 1992. RMA’s services include contingency and regulatory plans; safety, security and response training; drills and exercises; crisis, disaster and incident management; Qualified Individual (QI) services; environmental permitting and compliance; federal grant administration; high-resolution graphics; geographic information systems (GIS) and mapping; customized compliance software development; and oil spill and air plume modeling.”
CHINA: A QUITE BIZARRE (AND DECIDEDLY FISHY) SPILL

A delivery truck overturned in heavy rain in Zhejiang province, leaving 19 tonnes of still-jumping fish strewn across a main road, closing it for two hours. The authorities had to sweep the fish into a gutter by the side of the road and scatter sand across the surface to soak up the slippery slime and prevent more accidents. Witnesses said local people took advantage of the spill to scoop up fish and carry them off for a free dinner. Chinese diners prefer restaurants where fish are kept alive in tanks until customers choose the one they want. http://uk.news.yahoo.com/4/20081027/twl-fishy-spill-gets-drivers-in-a-flap-41f21e0.html Video: Fishy spill gets drivers in a flap [Thanks to David Ritchie of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this story]
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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