[image: image1.emf][image: image3.jpg]



IMO COUNCIL MEETING STARTS TODAY

The one hundred and first session of the Council Is being held at IMO Headquarters, 4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR  from Monday, 10 November to Friday, 14 November 2008. The ISCO delegation will be headed by Mr David Usher, President of ISCO. The agenda is at - http://www.imo.org/includes/blastDataOnly.asp/data_id%3D23518/1.pdf
REMINDER: ISAA ALL-IRELAND SRO ACCREDITATION MEETING THIS WEEK

The next meeting of the ISAA All-Ireland Spill Response Organisation Accreditation Scheme Steering Group will take place at 1030 hrs on Wednesday 12th November 2008 at the HQ of the Irish Coastguard in Dublin. The Agenda can be viewed at -
 http://www.isaa.org.uk/blog/ireland/blog/?page_id=16
ISCO NEWSLETTER: FREE DISTRIBUTION TO CONTINUE

Many readers have said that they find the Newsletter useful and would be very willing to pay in order to ensure its continued publication.  After consideration ISCO has decided to continue sending you this Newsletter without charge but you are invited to make a small contribution (GBP 20). You can do this very easily with your credit or debit card by clicking on the link below and selecting “Donation”.  ISCO is not subsidised by any government or industry sponsors and depends on members subscriptions for funding to continue its work. http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22&Itemid=36
ISCO (International Spill Control Organization) aims to raise worldwide preparedness and co-operation in response to oil and chemical spills, to promote technical development and professional competency, and to provide a focus for making the knowledge and experience of spill control professionals available to IMO, UNEP, EC and other organisations. If you would like to know more about ISCO, visit our website at http://www.spillcontrol.org and, if you share our values and would like to become part of a worldwide community of professionals who share a common interest, why not consider joining ISCO now.
Seong-Gil Kang - Marine Environmental Emergency Preparedness and Response in the Northwest Pacific Region
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Dr. Seong-Gil Kang is currently Director of Marine Environmental Emergency Preparedness and Response Regional Activity Centre (MERRAC) of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP). The Centre is responsible for regional co-operation in the field of marine pollution preparedness and response in the Northwest Pacific region with support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and International Maritime Organization (IMO). The NOWPAP, as one of the UNEP’s Regional Seas Programme, was adopted in 1994 by four countries in the Northwest Pacific region- the People’s Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea and Russian Federation. Based upon the decision of the NOWPAP Intergovernmental Meeting, the Centre, established in 2000, take responsibilities to cover the regional co-operation related to marine-based marine litter, ballast water (alien species), other ship-related pollutions, as well as oil and chemical spills. http://www.unep.org/experts/
FRANCE: CEDRE REPORTS INVOLVEMENT IN MULTIPLE RESPONSE EXERCISES

The month of October saw a particularly large number of exercises: no fewer than 8, some of which were accompanied by field training. In addition to the now traditional ICE exercise (organised by Switzerland), we make mention of inquiries concerning the drift and fate of oil as well as advice on response at sea following simulations of oil tanker accidents in the Bosphorus Strait and in Madagascar, of a bunkering incident involving a chemical tanker in Marseille and of a presumed voluntary discharge off the coast of the French Pyrénées-Orientales area. Two other exercises also involved inland waters.
In terms of response to real incidents, CEDRE was called upon following the wrecking of two fishing boats off the coast of Brittany, a 400 litre spill of dichloromethane in Guadeloupe, a fire involving a cargo of rapeseed which led us to request assistance from CASU (INERIS emergency response unit), as well as a leak, which turned out to be minimal, from an oil wharf at Donges refinery for which two engineers conducted a reconnaissance survey. http://www.cedre.fr/uk/publication/letter-2008/161_E.html
USA: IAFC LEADS DEVELOPMENT OF HAZMAT DATA CENTRE AND REGIONAL INCIDENT SURVEY TEAMS

The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) will lead the development of a new data center that will collect and analyze hazardous materials incident data to enhance first responder tactics, operations, policy and training, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA).

The National Hazmat Fusion Center will be a secure, web-based network to facilitate information sharing for first responders training for and responding to hazardous materials incidents. It will be the first such data center for the first responders’ community, but the effort to create it and its results will encompass a broader range of stakeholders. It will provide crucial knowledge for all decision makers on the transportation and delivery of hazardous materials.

Regional Incident Survey Teams (RISTs) are a main component of the National Hazmat Fusion Center. The teams will be deployed to survey significant hazmat incidents. Information gathered will be analyzed to develop and disseminate best practices, lessons learned, and improve curricula and training materials for the hazardous materials response community. 

[Thanks to Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group forpassing on this information]  Read more at –

http://www.iafc.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=870
NIGERIA RECORDS 418 OIL SPILLS IN 6 MONTHS

Nigeria recorded 418 cases of oil spill in the first six months of this year, Environment, Housing and Urban Development Minister, Mrs. Halima Alao, said yesterday. All the accidents were reported to the National Oil Spill Detection and Nigeria Agency (NOSDRA), she said at the opening of a national workshop on ―Finalisation of Environmental Sensitivity Index Imaging (ESI) in Nigeria, in Abuja. ―This portends a great danger to us as a nation and particularly to the environment and the social and economic well-being of our people. It is on this note that the ESI initiative is a welcome development as a sensitive requirement to tackle precisely the challenges of protecting the sensitive ecosystem of the Niger-Delta area,‖ she said. She explained that this ESI initiative would be extended to cover the entire country in due course. Mrs Alao said: ―Since the emergence of the current democratic dispensation in Nigeria, the environment has become a growing of focus of national attention. This is evident in the establishment of specialised agencies such as National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) which is the lead agency in oil spill management matters. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this news] Read more at http://www.vanguardngr.com/content/view/20456/42/
Shell faces Dutch lawsuit over Nigerian oil spills
In a case that looks set to again highlight the legal and reputational risks associated with environmental damage arising from alleged corporate negligence, oil giant Shell will this week be served with a summons compelling representatives from the company's Dutch HQ to respond to accusations that its operations have caused environmental damage in Nigeria. Four Nigerian citizens, together with campaigners from Friends of the Earth Netherlands and Nigeria will file the lawsuit in the The Hague on Friday. This is not the first time Shell has faced legal action over alleged environmental damage in Nigeria, but Friends of the Earth (FOE) claims the lawsuit is unique in that it will force representatives from Shell's HQ in the Netherlands to respond to the allegations for the first time. More – http://www.businessgreen.com/business-green/news/2229998/shell-dutch-lawsuit-nigerian
Model Procedures for Responding to a Package with Suspicion of a Biological Threat

These procedures  have been developed by the International Association of Fire Chiefs (In co-operation with FBI Hazardous Materials Response Unit, FBI Laboratory Division) and were published in October 2008. You can download the document at –

http://www.iafc.org/associations/4685/files/haz_IAFCmodelproceduresforbiohazardresponse.pdf
[Thanks to Gregory T Banner, MS, CEM, Regional Emergency Coordinator, Region I (New England) US Department of Health and Human Services for passing on this information]

THE PHYSICS OF OIL SPILL CLEANUPS
The 61st Annual Meeting of the American Physical Society (APS) Division of Fluid Dynamics Conference takes place on Sunday–Tuesday, November 23–25, 2008 at San Antonio, Texas. This paper will be of interest to readers who are involved in research  in the field of oil pollution control.

Oil spills are a major environmental problem because they often occur at sea and in remote, ecologically-sensitive areas where their impact on birds, sea mammals and subsurface life may last for years. The best way to mitigate this damage is to clean up spills immediately, and typically this starts with skimming off as much oil as possible. Such cleanups may leave large areas covered with a thin slick of spilled oil, which is often dispersed by spraying the spill area with chemical "surfactants" that break the film into small oil droplets that are consumed by bacteria, dissolved, evaporated, or attached to small solid particles and sink to the bottom of the ocean.

When dispersants are spayed over a spill in the open sea, the turbulent mixing forced by ocean currents and the wind actually helps in the cleanup process, but how much such turbulence contributes is not completely understood scientifically. Up to now, the breakup of oil mixed with dispersants has not been thoroughly studied in the laboratory, and there is little information on how wind, weather, and other local conditions contribute to the effectiveness of a cleanup process.

Now Johns Hopkins graduate student Balaji Gopalan and his mentor Professor Joseph Katz have imaged the dispersion of tens of thousands of oil droplets in carefully controlled laboratory settings and observed the effect of local turbulence on this process. Pre-Mixing the oil with the commercial dispersant COREXIT 9527, they observed how it breaks into numerous tiny droplets smaller than the period at the end of this sentence. Following each droplet in three-dimensions, they observed how tails/thread like structure grew from its surface, the thickness of the tails being less than 17 micron in size, and the breakup of which could produce extremely small droplets.

This better understanding of the basic physics of the dispersion process should allow environmental engineers to better predict how well dispersants will work in the field, says Gopalan, which should help inform decision makers during major oil spills. The work is part of a large collaboration between biologists, ecologists, physical oceanographers, computer modelers, and engineers, primarily associated with the Coastal Response Research Centre, that aims to model and predict the fate of oil after it spills, taking into account the properties of the oil, dispersant, weather conditions, and ecological data. In the future, an improved "response model" based on this larger collaboration may suggest the optimal approach to cleaning up any specific oil spill.

Gopalan's talk, "Formation of Long Tails during Breakup of Oil Droplets Mixed with Dispersants in Locally Isotropic Turbulence" will be held at 8:39 a.m. on Tuesday, November 25, 2008, in Room 101B of the San Antonio Convention Center. Abstract: http://meetings.aps.org/Meeting/DFD08/Event/91052 


PORTABLE BUILDINGS FOR SPILL INCIDENT RESPONSE SUPPORT

ISCO Newsletter reader, Jim Thornborough, writes – “I would like to introduce Andrew & Carol Prince, business traders in Dubai, who have introduced me to a product which could have great utility for oil spill response called the Alihut. Essentially it is a winch-up/ winch-down (20 minute operation) flat pack 20' Portable Building, fully lined and able to be pre-fitted with all the required service/ security peripherals e.g. A/C. You and I know how common portable buildings are for the ER fraternity for On-Scene/ Forward Command Posts. This product can be shipped 7 flat pack units to a 20' container, so could be useful for emergency air freight also.  I think this merits an entry in your next ISCO Newsletter.” More info: http://www.rwntrading.com/5.html
USA: Newly Established Lamor PEM Serving the US market

Press Release received from Lamor Group and Pol-E-Mar -  “Lamor and POL-E-MAR have formed a joint venture to further support the US oil spill recovery market. Lamor is the world leader in delivering oil spill response equipment and also specializes in environmental technologies. POL-E-MAR has been a leading resource for environmental solutions and asset protection systems to the Marine, Energy and Industrial sectors across Canada for over 15 years. The new company, which operates as Lamor PEM, will be representing Lamor oil recovery solutions in the US market. The joint venture, which has aggressive growth and expansion plans, is headquartered in Houston, Texas. It is 50% percent owned by Lamor Group and 50% percent owned by POL-E-MAR. The company will start operating from November 1st, 2008. Since 1990, POL-E-MAR has been delivering environmental protection systems, oil and chemical containment and recovery products as well as asset protection systems. POL-E-MAR’s major partners include the Canadian Coast Guard, Department of National Defense, Eastern Canada Response Corporation (ECRC), SIMEC, Petro Canada, Burrard Clean, Hydro Quebec and many more.

Commenting on the agreement, CEO, Rasmus Guldbrand of Lamor, said: "Lamor is continually seeking for opportunities to expand and grow and we see this joint opportunity with Pol-E-Mar as one of these. Pol-E-Mar has been serving as Lamor´s agent in Canada for several years, our experience with them has been excellent and we want to take the co-operation to another level, we have very big expectations on the JV activities.” John McKim, General Manager of Pol-E-Mar said: "A joint venture with Lamor is a significant expansion to the existing co-operation between our two companies. Lamor is the world leader in oil spill recovery technologies and for us it is important to co-operate with market leaders in long term partnerships."


USA: HAIR MATS FOR OIL SPILL RECOVERY

An organisation called “Matter of Trust” is collaborating with thousands of salons throughout the US and abroad that donate their hair clippings to soak up oil spills. Last year over 2,600 oil spills occurred in the world. They weren't all are high profile but most had an impact on the environment. Phil McCrory, a hair stylist from Alabama, first discovered how hair can help. He was watching CNN coverage on the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. He noticed the fur on the Alaskan otters completely soaked with oil. He began testing how much oil he could collect with the hair clipping from his salon. Phil then invented the hairmat which has other uses as well.   http://www.matteroftrust.org/programs/hairmatsinfo.html
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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