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New Leadership at ITOPF
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In the picture, from left to right, Richard Johnson, Hugh Parker, Karen Purnell, Tosh Muller

Dr Tosh Moller, who has been ITOPF’s Managing Director for 5 years, will retire in May 2009 after 30 years with the organisation.  At its meeting on 12th November 2008, the ITOPF Board of Directors appointed as his successor, Dr Karen Purnell, who is currently one of ITOPF’s three Technical Team Managers.
The ITOPF Board has also approved the creation of a new position of Technical Director to which Mr Hugh Parker is appointed with immediate effect.  Mr Parker, who has been a Technical Team Manager for the last 10 years of his 28-year career at ITOPF plans to retire from full-time employment in September 2009.  The position of Technical Director will then be filled by Mr Richard Johnson, currently a Technical Team Manager and with 14 years at ITOPF. Read the complete text at  http://www.itopf.com/news%2Dand%2Devents/#leadership
UK: “NAPOLI BEACHING 'AVERTED YEARS OF OIL POLLUTION' IN ENGLISH CHANNEL”

The risk of years of oil pollution in the Channel was averted by beaching a storm-damaged container ship on a UK World Heritage Coast off Devon, the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) has said. The 62,000-tonne MSC Napoli - carrying 2,318 containers - was deliberately grounded off Sidmouth. It was feared that she was starting to break up after suffering hull damage in the Channel two days earlier. The MCA's 103-page report on the incident, which made world headlines, was delivered on Thursday to Professor Ian Mercer,

chairman of the continuing Devon County Council inquiry into the incident being held in Exeter. The report summarised the MCA's activities from January 18 last year when the Napoli, bound for South Africa, "suffered a catastrophic hull failure". The vessel issued a distress call when she was 50 miles south of Cornwall's Lizard Peninsula, and the 26-strong crew were rescued after taking to liferafts. The report said: "A number of possible locations were assessed by both the French and British authorities for a place of refuge on both sides of the Channel; however, the south coast of England provided better options for a place of refuge. "The conclusion was that the least environmentally risky option was to tow the vessel to a place of refuge in UK waters." Working with the French authorities, the Secretary of State's Representative for Maritime Salvage and Intervention (SOSREP), Robin Middleton, decided that the ship was in danger of breaking up and polluting the English Channel and should be towed to Portland Harbour, Dorset. "The SOSREP consulted with local authorities and environmental bodies to the fullest extent possible within the time available. "With the condition of the ship deteriorating rapidly, it was necessary for the salvors and the SOSREP to make a fast decision in order to avert a potential environmental catastrophe," said the report.

http://www.24dash.com/news/Environment/2008-11-06-Napoli-beaching-averted-years-of-oil-pollution-in-English-Channel-report  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for forwarding this report]

GROUNDWATER: How To Bioremediate chlorinated solvents without accumulating metabolites

Chlorinated volatile organic compounds (CVOCs) such as tetrachloroethylene (PCE) and trichloroethylene (TCE), commonly used as dry cleaning solvents and degreasers, pose an ongoing threat to human health and wildlife when spilled into groundwater. Through the injection of bioremediation products into the impacted groundwater, the chlorine atoms can be removed from these compounds in situ. However, depending on the treatment pathway, varying amounts of more harmful by-products can be formed, such as cis-dichloroethylene (cis-DCE) and vinyl chloride (VC). Site owners, C&E firms and regulators are realizing that the ability to effectively treat the original contaminants, while minimizing formation of harmful by-products, is an important aspect of performing permanent and responsible in situ bioremediation. Read more:

http://www.environmental-expert.com/resultEachArticle.aspx?cid=8969&codi=39198
Performance of European cross-country oil pipelines - statistical summary of reported spillages in 2006 and since 1971

CONCAWE has collected 36 years of spillage data on European cross-country oil pipelines. At over 35,000 km the inventory covered currently includes the vast majority of such pipelines in Europe, transporting around 800 million m3 per year of crude oil and oil products. This report covers the performance of these pipelines in 2006 and a full historical perspective since 1971. The performance over the whole 36 years is analysed in various ways including gross and net spillage volumes and spillage causes grouped into five main categories: mechanical failure, operational, corrosion, natural hazard and third party. The rate of inspections by intelligence pigs is also reported. 12 spillage incidents were reported in 2006, corresponding to 0.34 spillages per 1000 km of line, slightly above the 5-year average but well below the long-term running average of 0.56, which has been steadily decreasing over the years from a value of 1.2 in the mid 70s. There were no fires or fatalities but one injury connected with these spills. Half the incidents were related to mechanical failures, 4 incidents to third party activities and two to corrosion. Over the long term, third party activities remain the main cause of spillage incidents.
 http://www.concawe.be/DocShareNoFrame/docs/1/ENJBDDKDLMMOKFNPJEIPGPDHVEVCBW939YBDC3B6ENE3/CEnet/docs/DLS/Rpt_08-7-2008-03666-01-E.pdf
CANADA: C2P2 Announces a Strategic Alliance with OCETA

The Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention (C2P2) announces a strategic alliance with the Ontario Centre for Environmental Technology Advancement (OCETA) to expand its pollution prevention and sustainable production services.

"This alliance signals our continued commitment to our clients and as a facilitator of change," says Ron Shimizu, Interim Executive Director. .Our goal is to enhance business opportunities locally, regionally, nationally and internationally, diversify our revenue base and strengthen our collaborative partnerships."

C2P2 will continue its core business line as Canada.s Pollution Prevention Clearinghouse by providing services such as the Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable, the CCME Pollution Prevention Awards Program, P2 outreach and training. Partnering with OCETA, C2P2 will expand its offerings related to sustainable production both domestically and internationally and work with other professionals in the field of sustainable consumption to provide a life cycle approach to products in commerce. Effective November 1, 2008 C2P2 will relocate to the Mississauga offices of OCETA. http://www.c2p2online.com/
USA: School Chemical Spills Cause Injuries, Evacuations
From 2002 to 2007, there were 423 toxic chemical spills in elementary or secondary schools in 15 states that resulted in 895 injuries and 11 hospitalizations, according to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report. The survey also found that 62 percent of the incidents were caused by human error and 17 percent were intentional acts. The intentional acts included the use of homemade chemical bombs and the release of mace or pepper spray. About 52 percent of the incidents caused school evacuations. http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/2008/11/10/hot-docs-grim-unemployment-numbers-unsustainable-federal-budget-chemical-spills-in-schools.html
TECHNOLOGY: INFICON Introduces HAPSITE ER Chemical ID System

[image: image3.jpg]


INFICON introduces the new HAPSITE ER, its next generation of the only person-portable GC/MS for immediate, on-site investigation and analysis of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in air, water and soil at parts per trillion (ppt) for most analytes. This field-proven chemical identification system gives even faster results for rapid decision-making, providing highly accurate chemical separation and identification in less then ten minutes. Powered by intuitive, state-of-the-art software, HAPSITE ER combines new features, such as a shorter run time and low consumables usage, with easy-to-use-operation. Its bright, color touch screen displays complete analysis results, including chromatograms, spectra, library search results and quantitative data – all clearly visible in daylight or darkness. 

Instant air analysis can be conducted using only the MS (mass spectrometer) and by-passing the GC column (gas chromatograph). HAPSITE ER automatically determines correct sampling distance from unknown chemicals to provide the most reliable, rapid, real-time screening of air samples, where higher concentrations of VOCs are encountered (>1 PPM), adding operational versatility and enhancing the applications range. Find out more at: http://www.inficonchemicalidentificationsystems.com/en/hapsite_er.html [Thanks to Kevin Miller of HazMatLINK for passing on this item]

THE NETHERLANDS: PORTS & THE ENVIRONMENT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

1 & 2 December 2008, Amsterdam, the Netherlands - Participants include organisations such as: DGMR Consulting Engineers, SYFT Technologies, INTERMEPA, Institute of Shipping Economics & Logistics, Royal Haskoning, BEA Architects, Norwegian Coastal Administration, Karmsund Port Authority, Harvard Engineering, Arcadis, Haugesund Environmental Group, Helmepa, Hamburg Port Authority, Cavotec, Shannon Foynes Port Company, Latvian Maritime Academy, Port of Rotterdam, International Port Cargo Distribution Association of Japan and many more...

 

The event is specially designed for: Planning officers, advisors, consulting engineers, operations managers, legislators, local authority officials, equipment manufacturers, environmental officers, ship operators, government officials, development officers, response teams, marine biologists, and representatives of ports & terminals around the world...   Topics and sessions will include: Dredging, dredging disposal, environmental developments in operational equipment, terminal planning, easing congestion, dust emissions, noise emissions, safety, air quality, legal framework, hazardous cargo, bunkering, port development, ship discharge, cities and ports, socio-economic developments, maritime safety, pollution prevention...

More info at: http://www.millenniumconferences.com/Confexhi/PTE/PTE2008-intro.htm
USA: 2009 FRESHWATER SPILLS SYMPOSIUM

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is pleased to host the seventh Freshwater Spills Symposium (FSS) in St. Louis, Missouri on April 27-30, 2009. The FSS is aimed at local, state, federal, and industry responders, natural resource trustees and managers, facility response planners, and other stakeholders to promote sharing of information to better understand the challenges posed by oil spills in freshwater environments. This year we will be offering free short courses on Monday April 27, 2009. The Symposium will follow on Tuesday April 28, 2009, through Thursday April 30, 2009. As details are finalized, we will post information to the FSS Web site (currently being developed), and send additional information via email. The FSS Call for Papers will be sent out shortly and will provide the FSS Web address that will contain information related to accommodations, agenda, and registration. http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/docs/oil/fss/fss09/announce09.pdf
UK: THE EMERGENCY SERVICES SHOW – 19 & 20 NOVEMBER 2008

An effective response to most civil emergencies, from terrorist incidents to floods, fires and road traffic accidents, relies upon a close working relationship between the industry services and organisations. Now in its third year, The Emergency Services Show is the definitive event for promoting multi agency collaboration within the UK’s emergency services. The 2008 event combines an extensive industry Exhibition with a dedicated and comprehensive Conference. More info:  http://www.theemergencyservicesshow2008.com/index.lasso
USA: Manual on Bird Hazing now available

The University of California has recently published a very interesting manual on bird hazing. Dispersing wild animals from a site that is threatened by oil is a useful approach that coul avoid a lot of damage amongst wildlife in the aftermath of an oil spill.

This full-color manual gives wildlife specialists a step-by-step guide to a wide range of techniques and strategies. Sections include a discussion of initial considerations; bird dispersal techniques including auditory, visual, and combination techniques; exclusion deterrents; and suggested hazing techniques. Also includes an evaluation guide, suggestions on how to format a hazing program, and a guide to materials and supplies. 

This handy, spiral-bound guide also includes a brief description of the birds likely to be found along coasts, bays, and inland waterways of California that could be subject to an oil spill. Produced in cooperation with the Office of Spill Prevention and Response and the California Department of Fish and Game. http://www.oiledwildlife.eu/?q=node/251
NEW BOOKS AND ARTICLES
Distribution and Weathering of Crude Oil Residues on Shorelines 18 Years After the Exxon Valdez Spill. http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es8022623
Health-Risk-Based Groundwater Remediation System Optimization through Clusterwise Linear Regression. http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es800834x
Compatibility of Polymers and Chemical Oxidants for Enhanced Groundwater Remediation.  http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es800757g
IMO DANGEROUS GOODS: WALL CHART, 2008 EDITION
This updated full-colour wall chart illustrates the labels, marks and signs required under the 1974 SOLAS Convention and detailed in the IMDG Code. ISBN: 9789280114973  https://www2.imo.org/b2c_imo/b2c/init.do?areaID=C30A85D3E4E18646988BEF7D4EBCEBC3&productID=C30A85D3E4E18646988BEF7D4EBCEBC341AB6DCF2E1E4D4B95B0DD2F8044835C
THANK YOU FROM ISCO

The Secretary gratefully acknowledges contributions received from readers of this Newsletter.  

Many readers have said that they find the Newsletter useful and would be very willing to pay in order to ensure its continued publication.  After consideration ISCO has decided to continue sending you this Newsletter without charge but you are invited to make a small contribution (GBP 20). You can do this very easily with your credit or debit card by clicking on the link below and selecting “Donation”.  ISCO is not subsidised by any government or industry sponsors and depends on members subscriptions for funding to continue its work.

 http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22&Itemid=36
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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