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New Board Chairman at EMSA
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EMSA’s Administrative Board met today for the first time at the

Agency’s new permanent headquarters in the centre of Lisbon. Its members elected Mr Jørgen Hammer Hansen as Chairman and Mr Serghios Serghiou as Deputy-Chairman. Mr Hammer Hansen is currently Director General of the Danish Maritime Authority and Mr Serghiou is Director of the Cypriot Department of Merchant Shipping. “Brian Wadsworth and Francis Vallat have overseen the first six years of the Agency’s development as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and we are very grateful for their invaluable contributions,” said Executive Director Willem de Ruiter. “It is now time for them to hand over the baton to the new leadership, and we look forward to building on the work done so far. Under the guidance and experience of our new chairman and vice-chairman, we are ready to tackle the challenges ahead.”
 http://www.emsa.eu.int/
Gulf of Thailand Participating Countries Agree on a Three-year Work Programme for Joint Oil Spill Preparedness and Response

The respective national authorities of Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam have recently adopted a three-year work programme to strengthen oil spill preparedness and response in the Gulf of Thailand (GOT) on 3 October 2008 in Vung Tau City, Vietnam. Proposed activities at the subregional level include the development of a subregional guideline on the use and application of chemical dispersants for oil spills, development of a simplified coastal sensitivity map for the Gulf of Thailand subregion and a joint oil spill exercise among the three participating countries. In addition, a number of activities are lined up by individual countries to support the GOT Framework Programme for Oil Spill Preparedness and Response. http://www.pemsea.org/about-pemsea/pemsea-news/gulf-of-thailand-participating-countries-agree-on-a-three-year-work-programme-for-joint-oil-spill-preparedness-and-response
New Chair of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority Board

Mr Leo Zussino has been appointed as Chairperson of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) Board. In a press release, The Hon. Anthony Albanese MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Regional Development and Local Government and Leader of the House said “The Government is very pleased to have someone of Mr Zussino’s calibre and experience as Chairperson of the AMSA Board. Mr Zussino’s appointment will add a new perspective to AMSA’s regulatory role and its involvement in the development of maritime safety and environment protection standards. He has extensive experience in the maritime sector, particularly commercial port operations and development. He is currently the Chief Executive Officer of the Gladstone Ports Corporation and Chairman of the Gladstone Economic and Industry Development Board. Mr Zussino will bring strong leadership and formidable experience to his new role.
 http://www.amsa.gov.au/about_amsa/media_releases/Current_Media_Releases/2008_November_10.asp
AUSMEPA elects Board of Directors at its AGM

At the 2008 AGM the members of the Australian Marine Environment Protection Association elected its Board of Directors for 2008/2009 as follows: Chairman : Neil Baird (Baird Publications) Deputy Chairman: Captain Conrad Saldanha (Origin Energy) Secretary: James Huggett (Maritime Safety Queensland) Treasurer: Karen Shaw (Australian Maritime Safety Authority) Executive Director: Michael Julian Board Member: Captain Kerry Dwyer (K. Dwyer & Associates Pty. Ltd.) Board Member: Angela Gillham (Australian Shipowners Associatiion). http://www.ausmepa.org.au/news/news.asp?id=157
USA: AMERICAN SALVAGE ASSOCIATION AND SPILL CONTROL ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA ESTABLISH AFFILIATE RELATIONSHIP

The American Salvage Association (ASA) and the Spill Control Association of America (SCAA) have established an Affiliate Membership relationship. The Spill Control Association of America was organized in 1973 to actively promote the interests of all groups within the spill response community. The organization represents spill response contractors, manufacturers, distributors, consultants, instructors, government & training institutions and corporations working in the industry. The American Salvage Association is the trade association promoting professionalism and improving marine casualty response in North American coastal and inland waters. ASA has partnership agreements with the U.S. Coast Guard (Quality Partnership Agreement), and affiliate relationships with the International Salvage Union, the North American Marine Environment Protection Association (NAMEPA), the Offshore Marine Service Association (OMSA), the Association of Diving Contractors – International (ADC), and most recently The National Association of Marine Surveyors (NAMSGlobal). http://www.scaa-spill.org/newsroom/index.cfm
USA: HazMat Essentials Learning 24/7 right at your desk

Learning the principles of hazardous materials management has never been so easy. The recent introduction of the first-ever online version of the Essentials of Hazardous Materials Management (EHMM) course means industry professionals have a cutting-edge, 24/7 HazMat educational tool that will help them stay current on the constantly changing demands of their jobs.
This course was developed and introduced by the Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials Managers (ACHMM). It will deliver information and results to technicians, engineers, scientists, facility supervisors and managers, and regulators who are responsible for hazardous materials management and environmental, health, safety and security (EHS&S) matters.
 http://www.hazmatmag.com/Issues/ISarticle.asp?id=202762&story_id=257640141311&issue=09012008&PC
USA: Sandia aids cleanup of Iraqi nuclear facilities, rad waste

Sandia scientists are helping train Iraqi scientists and technicians to clean up radioactively contaminated sites and safely dispose of the radioactive wastes as part of the Iraqi Nuclear Facility Dismantlement and Disposal Program. The Sandia work is a technical transfer of skills and knowledge that the Labs use day to day, says Sandia principal investigator John Cochran. As an example of this, Sandia has transferred its Rad Worker II training materials to the government of Iraq. More - http://www.sandia.gov/news/resources/releases/2008/iraqi-rad-waste-cleanup.html
TECHNOLOGY: MAGNUM SPILL BUSTER
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The Magnum Spill Buster™ is an automated free phase petroleum contamination pumping system. It is specifically designed to remove NAPL petroleum product from the water table via a 2" or larger diameter well. Its unique auto-seeking device allows the pump intake to automatically follow the elevation of the oil/water interface as it fluctuates throughout the entire length of the well. The Magnum Spill Buster will not pump any amount of water. The system can be wired to 115 VAC or 230 VAC power or is capable of true 24 VDC deep cycle battery/solar panel operation for remote site locations.
Optional water depression can be added to the system through a Clean Earth Technology Water Depression Module and a Grundfos Redi-Flo 3 water pump. The Magnum is also very compatible with vacuum extraction systems when a dual phase recovery system is desired. More information: http://www.cleanearth.biz/magnum-spill-buster.html
FRANCE:  POLLUTEC 2008 – 23rd ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EQUIPMENT, TECHNOLOGIES AND SERVICES

December 2-5, 2008, at Lyons, France – Described as “the key global meeting for environment professionals”, Pollutec Lyon provides a stage for the full range of pollution prevention and treatment technologies and, more generally, for the protection of the environment and the promotion of sustainable development. For 4 days the 23rd show will bring together 2,600 exhibitors displaying a unique array of innovative equipment, technologies and service across a range of sectors and  70,000 manufacturers, local authority officials and specifiers in search of solutions. The organisers advise that no less than 150 new innovations will be featured at the show. Additionally, for the first time, Pollutec 2008 will host a Euro-Japanese Symposium on 2-3 December. This will be devoted to innovative eco-technologies.  More information at -
 http://www.pollutec.com/?Jpto=116&KM_Session=704c7c92be4a863f0bdb1c418bb9e673&CurrentNode=1286&Lang=GB&IdNode=1277
CANADA: AMERICANA 2009 ENVIRONMENTAL TRADE SHOW & CONFERENCE

March 17-19, 2009, at Montreal. Canada - RÉSEAU Environnement, the founder and organizer of AMERICANA, is proud to be presenting the 8th biennial International Environmental Technology Trade Show and Conference from March 17 to 19, 2009. This event is intended to be a forum for the exchange of knowledge and know-how and the dissemination of economic and environmental solutions. More information at -
 http://www.americana.org/tiki-index.php?page=about_americana
UK: ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION 2009

May 19-21, 2009, at Birmingham, England - As corporate social responsibility and environmental concerns rise up the corporate agenda companies must strive to become more environmentally aware. Environmental Technology (ET) focuses on Air pollution abatement and control > Environmental certification > Environmental consultancy
> Environmental management systems > Environmental software > Environmental training
> Green transport > Industrial pollution control > Instrumentation and monitoring systems > Laboratory and analysis > Nuisance control > Process control technology > Waste management/recycling. More information at -
 http://www.sustainabilitylive.com/page.cfm/Link=18/t=m/goSection=17
UK: HAZMAT EVENT 2009

February 24-25, 2009, at Manchester Airport, England - Following on from last year’s very successful conference, NCEC is holding its second annual event for those at the sharp end of responding to Hazardous Materials incidents. This two-day conference will expand on last year’s topics covering fundamental themes providing updates by key speakers on: Hazardous Materials Response □ Environmental Protection □ Emergency Planning □ Developments in Legislation □ Future Technologies □ Practical Case Studies. More info - http://the-ncec.com/hazmat-event/
ISCO APPOINTS MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

ISCO is pleased to announce the appointment of Mary Anne Dalgleish as Membership Secretary. In this capacity Mary Anne will be helping ISCO build its international membership, also taking care of membership records and the invoicing of membership renewals.

Currently, ISCO has members in 33 countries. Membership of ISCO open to all professionals, companies and organisations involved in Spill Control and related disciplines.  ISCO’s mission is to raise worldwide preparedness and co-operation in response to oil and chemical spills, to promote technical development and professional competency, and to provide a focus for making the knowledge and experience of spill control professionals available to IMO, UNEP and other organizations. You are invited to apply for membership.
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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