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EMSA: THREE NEW ANTI-POLLUTION VESSELS
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In the picture: Hopper Dredger Interballast III, based in Ostend

On 17th November, EMSA made an important step in strengthening its network of contracted oil pollution recovery (OPR) vessels by finalising tenders for the Black Sea and North Sea. Under the new agreement, Romanian ship owner Grup Servicii Petroliere will cover the Black Sea using the Constanta based offshore supply vessel Orion, and Belgian company DC Industrial will cover the North Sea with the hopper dredgers DC Vlaanderen 3000 and Interballast III), which are based in Ostend. The vessels are contracted for the three next years. http://www.emsa.eu.int/
KENYA READIES FOR OIL SPILL SCENARIO
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MV Sirius Star - Kenya is preparing to counter a possible oil slick from a Saudi super-tanker seized by Somali pirates should efforts to free the vessel and its two million barrels of crude go awry, officials said Tuesday. Five days after the Sirius Star's capture on November 15, Kenyan maritime authorities carried out mock operations and readied teams for a possible oil spill, said Captain Geoffrey Namadoa, pollution control officer with the Kenya Ports Authority (KPA). "This was to sensitise our teams... to be alert if we are required to move north and to keep our equipment ready," Namadoa told AFP. The response team included the KPA, the Kenyan navy, oil firms and maritime police from Mombasa, a key port on the Indian Ocean coast through which much of eastern and central African trade transits. A possible oil spill would also damage Kenya's marine parks along its coast that stretches to southern Somalia, Namadoa said, adding that another exercise is planned for this week. He said the biggest concerns are the marine national parks and the beaches for the tourists. Tensions were high at the weekend between the pirates and hardline Islamist Shebab militia who threatened to attack the hijackers and positioned fighters around Somalia's coastal village of Harardhere, off which the vessel is anchored. The international community has also been rushing naval ships to the region in a bid to combat piracy, vowing tough action against a surge in attacks which is threatening major disruptions in international trade. "We have a plan should there be an oil spill," said Captain Dave Muli, search and rescue manager with the Kenya Maritime Authority. Muli expalined that in the event of an oil spill "it will be big and spread over a wide area as far east of the Gulf, west coast of India and the east coast of Africa."Tourism is a key source of income for Kenya, which is renowned for its white sand beaches and high-end resorts. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing this on]
 http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gDe59DZ1s8Cc5Oh9musrmfMyUXGA
USA: $37 million penalty is the largest-ever involving deliberate vessel pollution

Overseas Shipholding Group Inc. (OSG) pleaded guilty and was sentenced on November 24 in federal court in Beaumont, Texas. As part of the sentencing, OSG was ordered to pay an additional $3 million to satisfy the original criminal settlement with the United States, entered on June 20, 2007, that originally involved 33 felony counts, 12 oil tankers and ports located in Beaumont, TX, Boston, MA, Portland, ME, San Francisco, CA, and Wilmington, NC, announced Rebecca A. Gregory, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas. 

The total $37 million penalty is the largest-ever involving deliberate vessel pollution and was announced on Dec. 19, 2006 in Boston. The charges involving 12 OSG oil tankers range from June 2001 to March 2006 and include violations of the Clean Water Act, as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships, conspiracy, false statements, and obstruction of justice. In pleading guilty, OSG admitted that it deliberately falsified the Oil Record Book of various ships, a required log in which all overboard discharges are to be accurately recorded, made discharges at night, and concealed bypass methods used to circumvent required pollution prevention equipment during U.S. port calls so that the Coast Guard would not discover the criminal activity. Read more at http://www.newsletterscience.com/signup.cgi?list_id=1  Registration Required.

AUSTRALIA: CROIERG ACHIEVES NATIONAL ACCREDITATION FOR TANKER ROLL-OVER RESPONSE TRAINING COURSE

The CROIERG (Canberra & Regions Oil Industry Emergency Response Group. 
Inc) Training Package "Course in Fuel Transportation, Emergency Planning and Response" has been listed on the Australian NTIS (National Transport Information Service) Web Site as a nationally accredited course. This course is specifically designed for industry responder to incidents such as road tanker rollovers.


A lot of work has gone into the development of this training course and CROIERG is very pleased to have reached the goal that they set over three years ago. The National Training Information Service (NTIS) is the database on vocational education and training in Australia. NTIS is the official Australian national register of information on Training Packages, Qualifications, Courses, Units of Competency and Registered Training Organisations. [Thanks to ISCO Member, Brian O’Connor for passing on this news. Brian is Secretary of CROIERG]
UK: BRAEMAR HOWELLS IN GROUNDBREAKING PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
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In the picture: Left to right: John McCormack, Nick Bailey, Pete Baker, Simon Valentine, Richard Clark and John Foster, following the signing of the agreement.

Braemar Howells has signed an innovative agreement to provide Hazmat Response Support to Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service on a 12-month pilot basis. Under the new agreement, Braemar Howells will base one its new Hazmat Response Vehicles at Merseyside's Brombough Fire Station.
Signing the new agreement at this year's Emergency Services Show, Simon Valentine, Specialist Business Solutions Manager for Braemar Howells, said "This unique agreement will bring the Emergency Phase of an Incident and the Recovery Phase of an incident much closer together. Having our Hazmat Unit close at hand will reduce the time incidents take to be made safe and will result in less disruption such as road closures and area exclusion times will be reduced".
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John McCormack, Director of Performance and Values for Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service said, "This pilot is about providing further help to businesses following an emergency incident involving hazardous materials which will assist them to recover and return to normality as quickly as possible".
Unveiled at the successful Emergency Services Show, Braemar Howells Hazmat Response Units carry a range of specialist equipment including two chemical transfer pumps, full road tanker rollover kit and several salvage drums. Each unit is also equipped with a Command Centre comprising of weather station, full internet access and Chemdata©.
Simon Rickaby, Managing Director of Braemar Howells, says "This is a formidable Hazmat Response Unit and we are delighted to be able to make it available to Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service."
For more information on the partnership between Braemar Howells and Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service, please email: simonvalentine@braemarhowells.com
DUBAI, UAE: Emergency Response Management for the Hydrocarbon Industry

This conference, to be held at the Sheraton Jumeirah Beach Resort and Towers, Dubai, UAE on December 14-17, 2008, is focused on protecting assets, people and the environment by utilising the best emergency response techniques, teams, tools and technologies.

Attend to discover and get updated on the most effective methods and procedures that are being implemented by the regions leading operators. Do not miss out on this essential event and learn how your peers have successfully implemented new strategies and how you can apply these to your planning and emergency response approach:

· Setting up successful emergency response teams within the region 

· Best means of emergency and crisis prevention 

· Utilizing best spill management strategies 

· Spill clean up techniques and latest products 

· Planning and implementation of emergency response programs 

· Role of technology in minimizing environmental impacts 

The conference is being sponsored by Seacor Environmental Services Middle East (SESME) Ltd., Lamor Swire Environmental Solutions, AllMaritim, PESCO and Oman Pesco.

Speakers include Craig Buckingham, Crisis Management Team Leader for ADNOC; Ali Hussain Haji Asad, Emergency Response Co-ordinator, Kuwait Oil Company; Salem Ba-Obeid, HSE Advisor, ADMA-OPCO; James Thornborough, Vice President, Lamor Swire Environmental Solutions; and Hassan S. Akbar, Deputy Director, Oil Spill Response and Emergency Department, Presidency of Meteorology & Environment, Saudi Arabia.

In addition to the conference programme three workshops will be held - Workshop A: Effective emergency response planning: Planning and executing effective drills in oil storage installations; Workshop B: Addressing new technologies for emergency response management and understanding how remote sensing and surveillance can advance emergency response teams in the region; Master Class C: An exclusive SEACOR interactive master class and site visit.

For conference programme and registration -  http://www.ermhydrocarbon.com/ShowEvent.aspx?id=135356
USA: Foss Maritime earns environmental honors

This year, Foss has won recognition from at least four organizations for outstanding environmental and safety accomplishments. 

The U.S. Coast Guard in July bestowed on Foss its most prestigious environmental honor, the 2008 William M. Benkert ‘gold’ award for marine environmental protection. The distinction followed recognition a month earlier from the Environmental Protection Agency, which awarded Foss its Clean Air Excellence Award for development of the low-emission “Green Dolphin” hybrid tug. It was the first time a maritime operating company has received the EPA’s honor. 

Foss also received a Commendation — Environmental Award from BP Shipping, and an honorable mention from the Port of Seattle for its 2008 Marine Environmental Business of the Year award. “Foss is committed to the principles of sustainability and safety in all its operations,” said Foss Maritime President Gary Faber. “This is part of our company’s culture. By leading our industry, we at Foss believe we can do best by the environment. http://www.petroleumnews.com/pnads/578476817.shtml
List Of Petroleum and Non-petroleum Oils

This list of oils is organized alphabetically into several subgroups. Crude oil and refined petroleum products are among the most familiar types of oils. Petroleum and fuel oil are specifically named in the Clean Water Act (CWA) definition of oil. Edible animal and vegetable oils and other oils of animal or vegetable origin have historically been considered CWA oils. Other non-petroleum oils are substances that have the properties and behavior of traditional oils and have historically been considered to be oils. Lube-oil additives are included in the list of oils because they may be shipped or stored in an oil medium. http://www.centurygrp.com/files/List%20of%20Petroleum%20and%20Non-petroleum%20Oils.pdf [Thanks to PC of Hazmat 101 Group for forwarding this alert]
TECHNOLOGY: PORTABLE HEAVY METAL MONITORING UNIT

The PDV6000plus is the most sensitive and flexible portable heavy metal monitor for water and soil samples currently available. The system is suitable for a wide range of applications including Drinking water, River water, Wastewater and Soil with detection limits as low as 100 parts per trillion (ppt). On-site, real-time analysis of water and soil samples can reliably be performed by a technician using the portable PDV. Water samples are analysed directly with only the addition of the electrolyte solution, whilst soil samples require a simple extraction procedure to solubilise any metals into solution. The PDV6000plus provides users with an exceptionally powerful tool for onsite testing. On-site, real time testing enables fast decisions saving valuable time and money by identifying pollution hotspots enabling more efficient, targeted remedial action. More info: http://www.cogentenvironmental.co.uk/pdv.php
ISCO WEBSITE EVENTS PAGES SECRETARY APPOINTED

ISCO is pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Dan Silberman as Website Events Pages Secretary. Dan is already working to update the current listings of forthcoming conferences, exhibitions, and scheduled training courses for Oil and Chemical Spill Response, and for Homeland Defence / CBRN Incident Response. There is some catch-up work to get these pages fully up-to-date again but good progress is being made. Events organisers and providers of scheduled training courses can now send information for uploading on the site to Dan directly at dsilberman@marinepollutioncontrol.com
CORRECTION OF ERROR

The email address given in last week’s Newsletter for EMSA was incorrect. Please note that the correct address is www.emsa.europa.eu   Our apologies for the mistake.

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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