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BRAZIL: ALPINA BRIGGS RESPONDS TO DISASTER
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The Oil Spill Response Company Alpina Briggs Defesa Ambiental Brazil responded last week to a major disaster in the state of Santa Catarina in South of Brazil.

The disaster wasn’t a major oil spill which the company usually responds to but this time the response was to a major flood. It’s been raining continuously in Santa Catarina for weeks however by Sunday the 23rd of November the main river that runs through the state flooded putting 90% of the city of Itajai underwater.

Main roads where blocked by land slides, houses where flooded and sum washed away by the torrent of water the main Port of Itajai could be out of action for 6 months as jetties and harbour walls have collapsed. Hundreds of people have been made homeless, 95 people have been killed and there are reports of people still missing.


Alpina Briggs headquarters in Diadema Sao Paulo immediately put a team together not only to assist in the disaster but also to provide essentials to the local community such as Fresh Water, Food, Clothing, Medical Equipment, Cleaning Materials and Toy’s for the families and children who have lost everything. 

Captain Bill Boyle, Operations Director of Alpina Briggs commented that he was very pleased with the Alpina Briggs response and the team work shown by all the staff at Diadema.

[Thanks to Bill Boyle for sending in this excellent story and congratulations on a good job well done. Capt. Bill Boyle MNI is the Member of ISCO Council for Brazil and Operations Director for Alpina Briggs Defesa Ambiental S/A]

EUROPE:  EMSA Contracts a Stand-by Oil Recovery Vessel in Spain

On December 4 the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) announced that it has has contracted a new stand-by oil spill response vessel by finalising a tender for the Atlantic area. Spanish shipowner Remolcanosa will provide a pollution response capability using the supply vessel Ria de Vigo. The vessel will cover mainly the Atlantic from Porto in Portugal to and including Brest, France. Ria de Vigo will enter into operational service in the first half of 2009.

“The Western coast of the Iberian Peninsula and Galicia in particular has nearby one of the busiest oil tankers routes in Europe. In addition, the latest major spill in Europe took place in the Galician coast,” said EMSA Executive Director Willem de Ruiter. “I am particularly pleased that the Agency has been able to contract response capacity for this area, knowing that, in case of major crisis, Member States are entitled to call on EMSA for assistance.”

Regulation 724/2004/EC gave EMSA the task of assisting EU/EEA Member States in their response to ship-sourced pollution within the Community. Accordingly, a network of pollution response vessels has been phased-in covering the whole of the European coastline. The system is based on the contracted vessels (following technical modifications as per EMSA requirements) being multi-purpose in terms of the types of activities they can perform. The vessels – currently located in all European waters - carry out their normal commercial operations and when needed are transformed, at short notice, into oil spill response vessels. In the case of Ria de Vigo, the vessel will also work regularly for the regional Government, performing fishery control activities.    www.emsa.europa.eu
CANADA: SPILL RESPONSE AND SOIL REMEDIATION OF BIODIESEL

Biologically based fuels offer many advantages over petroleum-derived fuels—life-cycle reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, improved air quality, and a sustainable energy supply. To promote their use, targets have been set for adding biofuels, such as biodiesel, to traditional petroleum fuels. As an unfortunate but inevitable consequence, spills of pure and blended biofuels will increase along with demand. Well-developed spill response and remediation technologies for biofuels will be critical to support the development, promotion, and uptake of biofuels. Although biodiesel is widely considered to be readily biodegradable and non-toxic, anecdotal field evidence for vegetable oil indicates that vegetable oil, and perhaps biodiesel, can persist in the subsurface for decades; hence, conventional spill response and remediation technologies may not be as effective on biodiesel and biodiesel/petrodiesel blends due to the differences in physical, chemical, and toxicological properties of biodiesel in comparison to petrodiesel. Testing of existing mechanical containment and recovery techniques currently is underway to determine their effectiveness for cleanup of a biodiesel spill. Bench-scale testing is also being conducted to assess biodegradation of biodiesel under subsurface conditions and the effectiveness of in situ chemical oxidation of biodiesel for soil remediation. Focht, R., D. Cooper, D. Velicogna, and M. Punt (SAIC Canada); C.E Brown (Environment Canada). http://clu-in.org/products/tins/
USA: CHEMICAL SAFETY BOARD: IMPROVEMENTS IN MANAGEMENT AND OVERSIGHT ARE NEEDED

The principal role of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board (CSB) is to investigate accidental releases of regulated or extremely hazardous substances to determine the conditions and circumstances that led to the accident and to identify the cause or causes so that similar accidents can be prevented. Accidental releases of toxic and hazardous chemicals occur frequently and often have serious consequences. CSB reported to Congress that the agency received notification of approximately 900 chemical accidents in calendar year 2007, and that 31 of these accidents were serious or even fatal events that warranted the commitment of CSB investigators. CSB began operating in 1998 as an independent agency created under the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. The Act directs CSB to (1) investigate and report on the cause or probable cause of any accidental chemical releases from stationary sources resulting in a fatality, serious injury, or substantial property damages; (2) make recommendations to reduce the likelihood or consequences of accidental chemical releases and propose corrective measures; and (3) establish regulations for reporting accidental releases. The agency publishes investigative reports and issues safety studies and videos to help prevent future accidents. CSB has no enforcement authority and a limited regulatory role. As outlined in the authorizing statute, CSB is to be managed by a five-member board. Currently the board has one vacancy. CSB received an appropriation of $9.4 million for fiscal year 2008 and had 39 staff as of January 30, 2008.

 CSB has implemented some GAO and Inspector General (IG) recommendations related to improving its operating policies and procedures since the last report in July 2000; however, GAO found that CSB has not addressed several critical recommendations, and problems in governance, management, and oversight persist. Specifically, CSB has not fully responded to key recommendations related to investigating more accidents that meet statutory requirements triggering CSB's responsibility to investigate, improving the quality of its accident data, resolving human capital problems, and ensuring accountability and continuity of management. GAO recommends independent oversight from an existing IG as the most effective way to help CSB address its continuing problems, provided that the arrangement is made permanent and funding is provided to the IG for the function. http://www.gao.gov/products/A83716

AUSTRALIA : THE HB76 DANGEROUS GOODS INITIAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE GUIDE

In response to several queries recently CROIERG members are advised that copies of the HB76-2004 "Dangerous Goods Initial Emergency Response Guide" can be obtained from the CROIERG Secretary. CROIERG is a member of SAI Global (Standards Australia) and purchase the books at the member bulk rate. For information contact the Secretary on Mob. 0428 627 777 Fax 02 6226 1643 or email eejoconn@bigpond.net.au 

USA: Finalized Amendments to the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Rule

On November 20, 2008, the EPA Administrator signed amendments to the SPCC rule in order to provide increased clarity, to tailor requirements to particular industry sectors, and to streamline certain requirements for those facility owners or operators subject to the rule, which should result in greater protection to human health and the environment.
Pre-publication Copy: Oil Pollution Prevention; Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Rule Requirements - Amendments (PDF) (278 pp, 2.9MB, About PDF)
Please note that we are providing this unofficial pre-publication copy of the Federal Register Notice (signed November 20, 2008) for public reference. This document has not been published in the Federal Register and is not an official version of the final rule. The official rule will be available here once it is published by the Federal Register Office. This final rule is effective 60 days after publication in the Federal Register.

Amended SPCC Requirements Finalized in November 2008 (PDF) (3 pp, 97K, About PDF)
For more information about the proposed rule, please see October 2007 Proposed Amendments to the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Rule
http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/spcc_nov08amend.htm
FINLAND: WARTIME MINES TO BE CLEARED FROM NORD STREAM ROUTE

The planned gas pipeline on the bottom of the Baltic Sea will run through old sea mine defense lines. During World War II in excess of 100,000 sea mines were placed into the Gulf of Finland. It is considered one of the most heavily mined sea areas in the world. After the war the mines were cleared by cutting their attachment wires so that the mines would not surface. The explosive devices then sank to the seabed. From the planned route of the gas pipeline such sunken mines have been found. Primarily they are in international waters at a depth of more than 70 meters. The plan is to detonate the mines underwater, explains the Russian-German Nord Stream consortium responsible of the intended pipeline project, in its draft for the estimation of the undertaking's environmental impact. The draft maps out those mines that will get in the way of the planned pipeline. The pipeline will be installed by a wide surface vessel relying on 12 heavy anchors to secure its position. http://www.downstreamtoday.com/News/Articles/200811/Wartime_Mines_To_Be_Cleared_from_Nord_St_13974.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1    [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for this report]
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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