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ISAA ALL-IRELAND SRO ACCREDITATION SCHEME STEERING GROUP MEETING

The next meeting of the Steering Group of the International Spill Accreditation Association All-Ireland Spill Responders Accrediation Scheme will take place at 1030 hrs on Wednesday 21st January 2009 at the Irish Coastguard HQ, Leeson Lane, Dublin. The Agenda has already been circulated to everyone on the mailing list but if you did not receive a copy you can find it at http://www.isaa.org.uk/blog/ireland/blog/?page_id=16  Interested stakeholders are invited to attend.

ITOPF: Technical Information Paper on Aerial Observation of Oil Revised

ITOPF has revised and republished the first in its series of Technical Information Papers (TIPs) - Aerial Observation of Oil.  This TIP aims to present advice and guidance on conducting aerial reconnaissance at sea effectively.  Single copies are available free of charge from Terry Goodchild at ITOPF; multiple copies are charged at £1.00, reducing to 0.75p (excluding postage) for bulk orders. Copies can also be downloaded in PDF format from the Publications page. http://www.itopf.com/news-and-events/#tip1
CHINA: FINGERPRINTING OF OIL SPILLS IN THE BOHAI SEA
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With increased oil extraction in the Bohai Sea has come increased oil pollution from spills. China, primarily in the form of the State Oceanic Administration's North China Sea Environmental Monitoring Center (NCSEMC), is keen to keep these spills to a minimum. But in order to do this it needs to know where current spills are coming from, so that measures can be put in place to prevent them occurring.

Unfortunately, finding the sources of an oil spill in the Bohai Sea is far from easy. Not only is the sea home to hundreds of oil rigs, but it is also one of the busiest sea lanes in the world. For it is surrounded by a number of important port cities, with Beijing also not too far inland.

But now a team of Chinese scientists led by Peiyan Sun from the NCSEMC has come up with a novel method for identifying the source of an oil spill, based on gas chromatography and statistical analysis. Sun and his team developed this method while investigating an oil spill that occurred in August 2005, when stranded oil was discovered on a Bohai Sea beach.

Collecting three samples from this stranded oil, Sun and his team began by producing chemical fingerprints for each of the samples. They did this using GC with a flame ionization detector (FID) to determine the concentration of a range of saturated hydrocarbons, containing from nine to 40 carbon atoms, in the three samples. 

They found that the three samples possessed almost identical hydrocarbon fingerprints, indicating that they all came from the same source. The samples differed only in the concentration of hydrocarbons containing low numbers of carbon atoms, which Sun and his team attributed to the fact that the samples had probably suffered different levels of environmental weathering.

By taking account of the sea conditions prevalent at the time of the spill, the scientists were able to draw up a list of prime suspects for the source, comprising eight off-shore oil production rigs and one oil drilling rig. Next, Sun and his team took samples of oil from each of these rigs and used GC-FID to produce hydrocarbon fingerprints for each of them.

Using the statistical technique known as cluster analysis, which groups together samples possessing similar traits, they then determined which of the oil samples had similar hydrocarbon fingerprints. This revealed that the oil sample from the drilling rig had a similar fingerprint to the three oil spill samples, whereas the samples from the eight production rigs had different fingerprints, indicating that the drilling rig was the source of the spill. http://www.separationsnow.com/coi/cda/detail.cda?id=20094&type=Feature&chId=8&page=1
ECUADOR: TEXACO TOXIC PAST HAUNTS CHEVRON AS JUDGMENT LOOMS

“Bolivar Cevallos walks around the farm where his family once lived amid the oil fields of Ecuador‘s Amazon rain forest. His boots sink ankle deep in tar. Everywhere he steps, oily muck seeps from the ground. A gasoline-like smell hangs in the sweltering jungle air. The mess is a remnant of oil drilling in a 120-mile-long swath of the tropical jungle in northeastern Ecuador where Texaco Inc. and Ecuador‘s state-run oil company, PetroEcuador, have pumped billions of barrels of crude from the ground during the past 40 years.” [These are the opening lines of an interesting article by Michael Smith and Karen Gullo on the Bloomberg News Site. The article is too long to summarise here but you can find it at  http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601109&sid=aymV5i.4yp.E&refer=home Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this story]

USA: ASA Expresses Gratitude Long-Awaited USCG Salvage and Firefighting Regulations
The American Salvage Association (ASA) is pleased with the announcement on December 30 that the United States Coast Guard's Marine Salvage and Firefighting Regulations have been posted for public inspection and were published on December 31st in the Federal Register. 

The long-awaited marine salvage and firefighting regulations are expected to go into effect within 30 days of their publication and will provide for the customary 18-month period for compliance. 

The regulations, called for in the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 after the Exxon Valdez casualty, are more important now than ever before as the nation faces the threat of terrorist incidents in the marine transport sector, be they in ports, terminals or aboard ships as well as the recent impacts on the marine community resulting from severe weather. While government has been working to prevent terrorist incidents from occurring, an efficient, professional, specialized response capability for marine disasters is required. Professional marine salvors often serve as first responders at the time of marine incidents, working quickly to minimize damage and expedite recovery. By promulgating these critically important regulations, the U.S. Coast Guard would not only improve the nation’s marine environmental protection capability, it would also improve the nation’s homeland security and terrorist response capabilities. http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/2009-01-08-asa-expresses-gratitude-long-awaited-uscg-salvage-and-firefighting-regulations/
NORWAY: Oil industry to step up oil spill preparedness
The Norwegian Clean Seas Association for Operating Companies (NOFO). is setting up a standing force of 50 traained persons, which will be ready to help prevent oil spills along the Norwegian coast, anywhere - anytime.

At the same time, the industry will make clearer demands regarding the quality of products and services, as well as faster response from the municipalities' emergency preparedness organisations. This will cement a key factor in the work to ensure the best possible oil spill preparedness along the coast and in the beach zone.

We estimate that our total annual coastal and beach investments will reach more than NOK 40 million, which is more than triple the amount in previous years," says Managing Director Sjur Knudsen in the Norwegian Clean Seas Association for Operating Companies (NOFO).

This week, the revised agreement on cooperation was reviewed with 21 inter-municipal preparedness areas (IUAs). Under this agreement, the IUAs agree to participate in potential oil spill campaigns, and to provide personnel and equipment as needed.

"Oil spill preparedness is expensive. That is why we have decided to boost the annual general financial support to the IUAs by more than 50 per cent. NOFO also covers costs associated with campaigns, drills and training. At the same time, we have specific demands and expectations regarding the quality of the equipment and services provided," says Knudsen. 

Another factor in overall preparedness is cooperation with the fishing fleet, particularly in the north. Right now, there is drilling activity on Nucula off the coast of Finnmark, and 28 coastal fishing boats are included in the oil spill preparedness plan in this connection.

"These are fishermen with good knowledge of local conditions and boats with the necessary towing capacity. Their crews have received special training. Experience shows that this type of cooperation functions well and strengthens preparedness, and that is why we want to develop it further," says Knudsen.

NOFO recently decided to establish a specially trained unit of 50 persons with expertise in coastal and beach clean-up and recovery campaigns. NOFO will make this special unit available to the State and the municipalities, which will have a positive impact on Norway's national oil spill preparedness.

In addition, NOFO has signed an agreement with Seaworks AS in Harstad to secure access to three specialized vessels for use in the beach zone along the entire Norwegian coastline. http://www.norwaypost.no/content/view/21311/45/
NEW ZEALAND: national oil spill response commanders

(From left to right) Nick Quinn, Ian Niblock, Alex van Wijngaarden, John Dickinson, Neil Rowarth and Rob Service make up the National On-Scene Commander’s team, set up to coordinate the response to any major oil spill in New Zealand waters.
What do a former Navy explosives expert and an ex-marine advisor in the Middle East have in common? They are among the members of Maritime New Zealand’s (MNZ) six-strong National On-Scene Commanders (NOSC) team, which is set up to lead and coordinate the response to any large-scale oil spill within New Zealand’s waters. The team is supported by MNZ’s Marine Pollution Response Service (MPRS), which provides leadership and overall coordination of oil spill response training in New Zealand. Members of the team, who are appointed by the Director of MNZ, have a wide range of statutory powers, and are the only people with the authority to declare a “Tier 3” national level response to an oil spill. This includes any large spill in New Zealand waters out to the 200 mile limit of the exclusive economic zone. Smaller, more localised “Tier 2” spills are handled by local territorial authorities. “The six NOSC’s – comprising MNZ and regional council employees – are chosen for their extensive experience, expertise and ability across the maritime sector,” says MPRS Manager of Planning and Training, Rob Service, also one of the commanders.
 http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/publications/general/SSCSDec08.pdf
FINLAND: Marine Research in Finland reorganized at the turn of the year
The reorganization of marine research in Finland will be implemented at the turn of the year. From 1 January 2009 the activities of the Finnish Institute of Marine Research will be continued by the Finnish Environment Institute and the Finnish Meteorological Institute. The new Marine Centre at SYKE will be responsible for research on issues like the status of the Baltic Sea and its changes, eutrophication, marine biodiversity, and invasive species. The marine safety services of FIMR will from 1 January be provided by the Finnish Meteorological Institute. http://www.environment.fi/
NEW NAME FOR ACHMM

The Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials Managers (ACHMM) has changed its name
to the "Alliance of Hazardous Materials Professionals(TM). The new brand name was confirmed by the membership during a 30-day voting period on a rebranding proposal that ended Dec. 14. Its initial implementation starts this week and will continue over the
next six months, says the association's leaders. "By changing the organization's name we will become more inclusive of the environmental, health, safety and security (EHS&S) industry, thus attracting a broader and diverse base of hazardous materials professionals," says President Harry S. Kemp, CHMM, who assumed the association's top leadership post Jan. 1. "The 'Alliance of Hazardous Materials Professionals' brand will appeal to all EHS&S professionals in the industry who have hazardous materials management responsibilities."
http://www.netforumachmm.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=ev_news_detail&wps_key=4d58b4cd-71d8-4231-8393-3a3cdabaf24e [Thanks to Hazmat 101 Group for forwarding this alert]

Version 4.2 of WISER is released

A new updated version of the Wireless Information System for Emergency Responders (WISER) was released in December 2008. New features in this release include: 

· Overlay of a chemical's protective distance zones on an interactive map 

· Transportation criteria (DOT placard, rail car, road trailer) added to unknown chemical identification 

· Signs/symptoms imagery added to biological agents 

· General data updates, including four new substances 

· Many miscellaneous enhancements 

For more information - http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov/  [Thanks to Tim Butters of DG & Hazmat Group for relaying this alert]

FREE HAZMAT TRAINING GAMES

Hazmat Solutions Inc. has developed three Free HazMat Training Games to help teach first responders how to recognize Hazardous Materials. Please pass this information along to the industries that may benefit. Also, please feel free to add a link from your website.

2009 Placard Matching Game
http://www.hazmatsolutions.net/FreeTrainingGames/HazMatchGame.htm

2008 ERG Video & Movie
http://www.hazmatsolutions.net/FreeTrainingGames/2008ERGVideoandQuiz.htm

HazMat Challenge Refresher Quiz
http://www.hazmatsolutions.net/FreeTrainingGames/HazMatChallenge.htm
[Thanks to Lloyd Colston of Altus Emergency Management for providing this information]

ISAA AUDITOR RECRUITMENT (UK AND IRELAND)

The Secretary thanks all who expressed an interest in the position/s advised in last week’s ISCO Newsletter. Submissions are being evaluated and ISAA will shortly be in touch with all applicants. 

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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